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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

When I sat down to write this report I glanced at the one for 
1981 and saw that I had divided the Bird Society's year into three 
main fields of endeavour: fun and companionship, interpreting birds 
to non-members and contributing to ornithological knowledge. At first 
I was tempted to do the same again as it seemed that our activities 
this year fell into the same catagories. However, with a closer look 
it seemed that our projects and events were not so clearly defined as 
to fall into one slot or another. Endeavours in one catagory tended 
to overlap to include one or both of the others, which I think is an 
excellent thing. As a result I shall merely attempt to give you an 
overall picture of the society's year and let you draw your own con
clusions;.. 

The monthly rneetings,held in Halifax over the winter,were well 
attended and much enjoyed. I was very pleased to see that so many 
members from outside the metro area were able to come regularly. 
Topics were wide and varied and included Atlantic Sea Birds, Birds of 
Florida, Ospreys, a Cape Split Walk, Bird feeding and feeder con
struction. I wish to thank Wendie and Karl Tay for the tasty refresh
ments they served, John Cohrs for chairing the meetings and the Com
mittee of Directors who arranged the programs. 

There was one special meeting at Bridgewater in October, in con
nection with an exhibition of bird paintings by Lansdowne at the Des
Brisay Museum. This was a great success with an overflowing crowd of 
members and non-members. We followed up the meeting with a field trip 
to Cherry Hill Beach the next day--this too was well attended, espec
ially considering the dreadfully early hour it began--7:00 a.rn. 

We were asked for advice by the provincial Department of Tourism. 
They wanted information on birding in the province to print in a 
special Corne Horne Summer publication. They also asked us to check 
over the birdwatching section of their standard tourist brochure. 
This proved to be years out of date and was redone for them by Phyllis 
Dobson and CRK Allen. 

Your Conservation Committee, headed by Fred Dobson,was active on 
several matters. Two of the larger efforts were long, well documented 
letters to the several appropriate bodies on the subjects of the trap
ping and sale of Peregrine Falcons and the dire plight of the Atlantic 
Puffin, due to the overfishing of capelin. 

Two new projects got well off the ground. The Piping Plover 
Project, first mentioned at last year's A.G.M., got underway in early 
spring with many of our members becoming involved in monitoring Piping 
Plover beaches and counting parent birds and young. Stephen Flemming 
and Roland Chaisson have most of the data and I hope to have a full 
report published soon in Nova Scotia Birds. 

The Raptor Rehabilitation Program began in June--you have the de
tails in the July issue of Nova Scotia Birds. Since that time pro
gress has been made. Our press releases generated much interest and 
there were many enquiries by interested people. As a result of these, 
two new Rehabilitation Centres are now in existance, one in Annapolis 
County and one in Halifax County. I was asked to speak about_the 
program on two radio stations and this helped to alert the public to 
the existence of the scheme. In order for the program to work, the 
public must know how to set the wheels in motion and what to do should 
they find an injured bird. Birds have come in, been treated, spent 
time recovering and been released in the wild. I am very grateful to 
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all those who have helped in setting up the program and are contin
uing to co-operate. I must mention especially our two veterinary 
members, Jack Cameron and Ian Mackay, whose enthusiasm never flags 
and who have helped immeasurably. 

Field Trips were again a highlight for many members. They were, 
as usual, varied in season and terrain, ranging from the popular 
Dartmouth Sewer Walk in February to a stormy Seal Island trip in Oct
ober. Purch and Joyce will be taking a break from the Field Trip job 
and I know you will want me to thank them most sincerely for their 
dedication over the years. 

The Youth Field Trip, which is in memory of Margot Kanigsberg, 
was very well attended. I was able to go this year and was impressed 
by the serious interest shown by the young people and their two 
teachers. John Cohrs and Bill Caudle went to the school beforehand to 
give a talk and slide show presentation. This really seemed to 
increase expectations and interest. I'd like to thank them and the 
other teachers, Ed. Richard and Eric Cooke, for their enthusiasm--to 
say nothing of their time and efforts. 

Work has progressed on the Christmas Counts, Breeding Bird and 
Beach Surveys. These very valuable statistics are gathered year in 
and year out by many of our members, quietly and without fuss, but 
with much effort and dedication, as well as (sometimes) considerable 
expense. Their contribution is not small but we hear little about it. 
I feel they should have some recognition and thanks. 

Well, there it is, bne more year for the Nova Scotia Bird Society. 
All in all, I think it was a year of steady progress with new projects 
off the ground and older ones continuing. As I leave the Presidency, 
I want to thank you all for the support you have given me for the past 
two years. I must give special thanks to my executive, most of whom 
have been with me for both years. They have been hardworking, support
ive, patient and good-natured and I have enjoyed working with them all. 

My good wishes go to your new President for 1983. 

Thank you, 

Shirley Cohrs 

DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF REPORTS 

FEBRUARY 23 

Bird reports to the Records Editor--

Dr. P. R. Dobson, 
RMB 170, 
R. R. 1, Ste. Anne du Ruisseau, 
Nova Scotia BOW 2XO 

Photographs, sketches, articles and letters to the--

Editor-in-Chief, NOVA SCOTIA BIRDS, 
Nova Scotia Bird Society, 
c/o The Nova Scotia Museum, 
1747 Suwmer Street, 
Halifax, N.S. b3H 3A6 
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SUMMER AND FALL 1982 

It is welco~e news to all of us that the American Ornithological 
Union will be publishing its Sixth Edition of the A.O.U. Checklist in 
mid-1983. There will be changes of names and alteration of categories 
to look forward to, but we do have a few months of grace. The Editor 
and executive of AMERICAN BIRDS have promised not to adopt the new 
list officially until January,-1984; meanwhile, acknowledging only 
"names changed due to lumpings and splittings"* The Editors of 
NOVA SCOTIA BIRDS have not yet announced their policy in this regard, 
but even at the risk of seeming sheep-like, we will probably have to 
fall in line in order to avoid such multi-lingual tangles as the Slate
colored, Dark-eyed, Northern Junco. 

While their names are still familiar to us, let us see what birds 
the summer has brought. It was a beautiful summer. The southwest 
end and Atlantic shore of the province rested comfortably on a fog
bank most of the time (it is still with us at this time of writing) 
but we did not complain, realizing how warm it kept the rest of the 
province; also, it kept us green and fruitful. Birds were everywhere, 
particularly from mid-July on, with the young ones to swell the ranks: 
Robins, Juncos, Catbirds, Kingbirds, Purple and Goldfinches, many, 
many Cedar Waxwings--it was a \vaxwing year; then the warblers, in 
their fall motley, harder than ever to identify among the autumn 
leaves. 

For truly, our trees this fall outdid themselves, and the gorg
eous color lasted late into October, until the first hard frost, in 
fact, on October 25; then the leaves rustled down in showers, leaving 
the trees suddenly bare. Most of the passerines had left by then, 
but in the woods could be heard the little chirps and squeaks of 
chickadees, nuthatches, Yellow-rumped Warblers and kinglets--maybe 
after all, it was the year of the Golden-crowned Kinglet--there are 
more in the woods now than we have had around for years. 

As usual, we had rare and amazing visitors among the native birds, 
to add to the pleasure of seeking them out, and one of the most amaz
ing was the Ruddy Shelduck which settled in at Glace Bay and Sydney; 
fortunately it is a bird which carries its name on its back, so to 
speak, such a distinctive color, all over. Rare, not in species, but 
in number were the eleven Black-billed Cuckoos ( a comeback?); the 
sizable flocks of the Nighthawk again; sixteen Pileated Woodpeckers, 
and about a dozen Western Kingbirds--this last of course, a true for
eigner; a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher and a probable Ash-throated Fly
catcher added to the excitement, as did another Wheatear, somehow 
caught up in an enormous flock of Robins, flying with them but keeping 
its distance on the ground. They preferred the trees while the 
Wheatear preferred the railway track; this was fortunate as it made 
it more visible. The Robins were after black cherries as were many 
other birds this fall (even a sparrow seen eating one); but it was 
interesting to watch one of the Western Kingbirds eating rose hips-
one does not think of flycatchers as fruit eaters but apparently this 
one is, as a species. 

Suddenly the birds were gone; the last of November is the most 
silent time in the year along the country roadsides. Yet, within a 
week, there was life again--a loon offshore, a flock of Buffleheads 
bouncing about in the channel, Snow Buntings flaring up from the 
pebbleridge, a collection of young brown juncos pecking in the road 
and running in and out of the grass by the roadside, chickadees and 
kinglets responding to a "swish" with excited chatter, a big loose 
flock of goldfinches going over, calling, bluejays also calling, not 

* American Birds Vol. 36, No. 5, 19 82. "The Last Word" , Edi tor. 
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so melodiously, ravens tumbling on the wind, a Shrike in a tree-top, 
and there in among the alder stems, three elegant little Tree Sparrows. 
After all, there are hopes for the Christmas Count. 

Best luck: 
--PRD, Records Editor 

This attractive sketch of a Great Blue Heron 
is by Steven Farmer, one of the participants 
from Halifax West High School, who took part 
in our Young People's Field Trip in September. 
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BIRD REPORTS 

LOONS AND GREBES 

COMMON LOON sightings were from all coastal areas around the 
province--most along the South Shore and fewest, 1, from Northumber
land Strait (see below). Except for 25 at Lawrencetown, Hfx. Co. 
Oct. 23 (RJ), and 30 at Tidnish Dock, Oct. 29 '(ST), all reports were 
of 5 birds or less on any one date. 

The Buchanans of Buchanan Lake, Rich. Co., have claimed a YELLOW
BILLED LOON, seen there Oct. 20. Their identification is based~ 
~colour which is apparently diagnostic for this species. The 
bird showed up again Oct. 22. 

First sighting for this fall of RED-THROATED LOONS was 4 at Seal 
Is. Oct. ll, reported by Bruce MacTavish who also saw 3 on the 13th, 
4 again on the 14th, and 15 on the 15th, all on Seal. The birds were 
mostly on the wing, headed west or south-west. Other high counts were: 
12+ Lawrencetown, Hfx. Co., Oct. 31 (Cohrs), 10, Hartlen Pt. Nov. 5, 
(FLL) and 11 L'town, Hfx. Co., Nov. 7 (ELM&IAM). 

First RED-NECKED GREBES were seen by the Cape Breton field party 
who saw 2 at Indian Brook, Sept. 18. There were 25 at Tidnish Dock, 
Oct 29 (SIT) and 4 at Pond Cove, Brier Is., Nov. 4 (ELM). Singles were 
seen also at Pond Cove, Green Bay and L'town, Hfx. Co., during Nov. 
(RBS&KNK). 

HORNED GREBES appeared at about the same time as the above except 
for a very early--or late--sighting of 2 at Middle River C.B., in 
July (HEH). Tidnish Dock again wins the Emmy for numbers--35 there 
Oct. 29 (SIT). All other sightings were nf one to 3 birds along the 
South Shore in Lunenburg and Hfx. Co. 

There were 10 sightings of PIED-BILLED GREBES--all l's and 2's-
from Cape Breton to Yarmouth Co., during Oct. & Nov. (PRD,FLL,etc.) 
and a summer population of 40 at A.P.B.S. which had shrunk to one by 
Nov. 4 (CD). Mark Forbes reports the nest count for Pied-billed 
Grebes this summer at APBS at 46. 

--C.R.K.A., ed. 

This White-rumped Sandpiper has a 
shortened bill. Whether it was 
fractured or whether the bird was 
born with it is not known, prob
ably the former. Photo: I.McLaren 
Conrad's Beach, Aug. '82. 
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FULMARS, SHEARWATERS AND STORM PETRELS 

Almost all reports of NORTHERN FULMARS came from the southern 
end of the province, though these probably reflect uneven coverage. 
There were at least 75 birds, all in the light plumage phase, flying 
east past Seal Is., during a 45 minute period on Oct. 15 (BDM). In 
addition there were 3 seen from Bluenose on July 21, another the next 
day and one on Sept. 24 (R. John, Mike Lucey, Bill Townsend), and 
another singleton off Bon Portage is., Oct. 8 (ELM). I saw small 
numbers at sea off NE Cape Breton on Nov. 26, but none at all the 
next day between Sober Is. and Halifax. 

Bruce Mactavish saw an impressive flight of GREATER SHEARWATERS 
heading east past Seal Is., on Oct 15; he counted at least 3,000 
birds. He suggests that these birds may have been brought into the 
Bay of Fundy by south easterly gales and were leaving again when the 
winds shifted to the west. He has seen movements of this kind there 
before in October off Seal Is., under similar conditions of winds. 
There were also up to 250 birds seen on Bluenose crossings around 
July 21-22 (R. John, BM Townsend). Apart from these, the only other 
reports are of 52 birds from Bluenose on Sept. 24, two off Bon Portage 
on Oct. 8, and 5 late birds on the Banks off NE Cape Breton on Nov. 
26 (Mike Lucey, ELM, RGBB). Bruce Mactavish saw at least 4 SOOTY 
SHEARWATERS among the Greaters off Seal Is., on Oct. 15, and there 
were up to 9 seen on Bluenose crossings on July 21-22 (R.John, BM 
Townsend) There were at least 3 MA.~X SHEARWATERS seen on the same 
crossings and another from the Digby-Saint John ferry on Aug. 31 (R. 
John, Bill Townsend.) 

The July 21-22 Bluenose crossings seem to have been good for all 
kinds of petrels, because over 100 each of LEACH'S and WILSON'S 
STORM PETRELS were seen on them, along with the shearwaters (R. John 
BM Townsend). The latest Wilson's sightings, both from Bluenose, were 
3 birds on Sept. 2 and 2 on Sept 24 ( R. John, Mike Lucey), but no 
less than 140 off Bog Is., Merigomish, on Oct. 3, after a north east
erly gale (R.Connor). Alan MacLeod has a Leach's sighting unusually 
close inshore--a bird on the water in Great Bras d'Or Channel on Aug. 
14. Birds which come as close as this are apt to be snapped up very 
quickly by passing gulls. There are two October reports--single birds 
off Seal Is., on Oct. 8, and at Economy of Oct. 18 (ELM,RS). There 
were no Storm petrels of any description at sea between Cape Breton 
and Halifax on November 26-27 (RGBB). 

Finally, we have two most unusual sightings. The first is of a 
couple of LITTLE SHEARWATERS, seen from the Argentia ferry off Cape 
Breton on July 29 by Soheil Zendeh of Somerville, Mass. The crossing 
was extremely stormy; ·lie could only get bird views of a couple of 
tiny black-and-white Shearwaters, completely dwarfed by Greater Shear
waters nearby--only one-third to a half of the si2a. He could see 
almost no tail--the mark which distinguishes this species from the 
very similar Audubon's Shearwater. These are not the first Nova 
Scotian records of course; a specimen was collected on Sable Is., 
back in the last century. 

The most interesting tubernose report is the possible BULWER'S 
PETREL which a party from Buffalo led by Dr. David Mark saw off 
Yarmouth from Bluenose on Aug .13. This is a tropical or subtropical 
species whose nearest breeding grounds are on the Cape Verde Islands 
off the west coast of Africa. They are small, all·-·dark birds with 
long, wedge-shaped tails, intermediate between Storm Petrels and 
shearwaters in size, looks and behavior. This particular bird was 
all-dark with no white rump patch, perhaps 10-15% bigger than Leach's 
Storm Petrels, had a longish tail and flew low and smoothly over the 
water, with none of the vertical bounding, characteristic of Leach's 
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in flight, or the swallow-like glides of Wilson's. Yarmouth would be 
a long way from home for it--the species has never before been 
recorded in Canada--and I know of no hurricanes which could have 
brought it all the way here. However, I also hear that a White
faced Storm Petrel, another exotic species from the same part of the 
world, was seen off the southern part of Georges Bank in early.Sept., 
so perhaps some weather system could account for them both. 

BUT I have to say that I'm not fully convinced by this s~ghting. 
I've never seen a Bulwer's Petrel, but it is supposed to have the 
soaring and swooping flight typical of gadfly petrels, the group of 
tropical tubenoses to which they are related. This one obviously 
didn't. It flew more like one of the all-black storm petrels you see 
off California and elsewhere in the eastern Pacific, and the only 
useful picture of the bird looked very like a storm petrel to me. 
Could one of these Pacific birds have been blown across the Panama 
Isthmus and then found its way up here? It seems unlikely, but then, 
we have had more than our share of stray land birds from the SW United 
States, so it isn't completely unthinkable:--As far as I'm concerned, 
the jury on this one is still out. 

GANNET, PELICAN, CORMORANTS 

Richard Stern and his party had an unmistakable BROWN PELICA.~ 
off Long Island/Brier Island, Digby Co., on June 26. The date is too 
early for a hurricane-driven bird, but we have had pelicans before 
in this part of the world who seem to have reached us without benefit 
of tempests. I suppose the only point at doubt is whether or not the 
bird had escaped from a waterfowl collection. 

There are many reports of NORTHERN GANNETS, and as usual I will 
concentrate on those which show something about their patterns 
of migration off our coasts. The first bird of the year at St. Esprit, 
Cape Breton, was on Aug. 18 (Rainer Meyerowitz). Roy John's repeated 
crossings on the Digby ferry showed small numbers from late July on
wards, with peaks of 22 (only 3 adults) on Aug. 31 and 32 on Oct. 6, 
with as many as 12 as late as Nov. 4. Small numbers were seen off 
Brier Island on various days from late August through 20-22 Nov., 
with over 1500 flying west on Oct. 2 (RBS,SIT) and 300+ on Oct. 23-24 
(FLL). BDM saw 10-50 per day off Seal Island, Oct. 9-16, mainly 
flying south or west, with imm. birds of various ages slightly out
numbering the adults. On the other side of the province FLL saw 400+ 
off Hartlen Pt. on Nov. 4 and the Cohrs saw dozens going past Cherry 
Hill and the top of Green Bay, Nov. 11-14, 95% of them adults. The 
passage had clearly ended by the last week in Nov; I saw only a single 
adult between Cape Breton and Halifax on Nov. 26-27. 

Both GREAT and DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANTS were widely reported 
from around the province. As with the gannets, I will concentrate on 
observations of their fall migrations. Great Cormorants seemed un
usually numerous in Westport Hbr., Brier Is., with a least 20 roost
ing there Sept. 1-6; they also seemed unusually common at Seal Is., 
Sept. 24-28 and Oct. 9-11 (ELM). As Eric says, it's hard to be sure 
whether numbers were up or migration had begun early. BDM saw 25-50 
a day on Seal Is., between Oct. 9-16, but he thinks that many of 
these were mor or less residents and not migrants. Birds were present 
off Brier Is. at least as late as Nov. 6-7 (RBS) 

Double-crested Cormorants are rather more spectacular migrants. 
Con Desplanque saw 2-12 on every visit to APBS through the summer and 
fall. He found the birds surprisingly finicky, using only one of the 
two sets of hydropoles which cross the lake there, although both sets 
looked identical to him. Eric Mills recorded flocks of 20-50 birds 
heading SW past Lawrencetown every half hour for at least 4 hours on 
Aug. 22, and similar movements at Matthews Lake, Shel. Co., on Aug. 29, 
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There were at least 600 birds at Pictou Causway on Sept. 30 (Ralph 
Connor) • There are 33 birds reported heading offshore at Cherry 
Hill Beach on Sept. 26, 100+ at Hartlen Pt. on Oct. 6, "close to 
1000" at Cherry Hill on Oct. 23 and 30+ there on Nov. 7 (FLL, KNK). 
At the time of the big Cherry Hill movement of Double-crests on Oct. 
23, the Cohrs saw only 9 Greats. At Seal Is., Bruce Mactavish saw 
50-250 a day between Oct. 9-16, and the birds on Oct. 10-12 were 
mostly high flying migrants on their way southwest. Late birds were 
still present at Eel Lake on Nov. 6 and Brier Island on Nov. 7, 
(CRKA,RBS) but the migration must have been well over by then. 
Certainly there were no cormorants of any kind just offshore between 
Sober Island and Halifax on Nov. 27 (RGBB) 

--RGBB, ed. 
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HERONS AND RELATIVES 

The laconic comment of RBS--"no unusual absences, off numbers, or 
odd dates"--covers most reports of GREAT BLUE HERONS. The Eastern 
Shore seems to be favored during early migration; FLL estimated 300+ 
from Cole to 3-Fathom Hbr. on Aug. 23. However, they were "definitely 
flocking" on the same date in Yar. Co. (PRD) and "hundreds" were seen 
by the NSBS field trip near Wedgeport on Sept. 18. The latest C.B. re
port was 1 on Nov. 9, but they are still here and there on the main
land. Several southern herons, including those mentioned in the 
Fall Flyer, do not add up to a 'big' year for these. An imm. GREEN 
HERON on Seal I. on Sept. 24-26, may have been the same one seen there 
on Oct. 8-16. An imm. CATTLE EGRET stopped briefly on Brier I. on 
Sept. 5 (ELM), but the rush came later. Most were in C.B. with "sev-
eral" near Mira (fide SM) and (the same?) 4 near Hills Rd. (HEH) in 
late Oct., but there were also singles near Amherst in early to mid
Nov. CR.Elliot), near Canning on Nov. l5-l6 (RBS), and at Chebogue on 
Nov. 30 (JP) • What may have been our only GREAT EGRET was reported 
from Digby Neck by several observers between July 30 and Sept. 6 ' 
(there was 1 other "probable"). A SNOWY EGRET at L.W. Pubnico on 
May 30 (TCD'E) was not reported earlier. Snowies again favored the 
Pubnico area in late summer, with 2-3 birds there in late Aug., 6 by 
Sept. 9, and 1 until Sept. 30 (sev. obs.). The only other report was 
of 2 on Bon Portage I. on Sept. 17-19, apparently there since July 
(fide SIT). The'absence of Little Blue Herons is noteworthy. A 
previously unreported BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON was at Coxheath, C.B., 
on Apr. 12 (fide HEH). The first "fall" visitant was an ad. at Dan'l's 
Head, Cape Sable I., on July 27 (JR&CDG), which was followed by an 
imm. there Sept. 24-26. A YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT HERON was at Cherry 
Hill on Sept. 1 (L&SC), an imm. at 3 Fathom Hr. on the same date (FLL), 
and another Sydney Sept. 22-25 (HEH,OC). 

Mark Forbes sent an account of Nova Scotia's first confirmed nest 
of LEAST BITTERN (see photo), which he found during his C.W.S. survey 
of nesting marsh bird at A.P.B.S. Unfortunately, this nest was des
troyed and young chicks killed by a heavy rainstorm in late June. An 
imm. bird on Oct. 11, during the NSBS field trip to Seal I., was the 
island's first, and showed how elusive these tiny herons can be. First 
flushed by Bill Freedman and his two Ottawa friends, it could not be 
put up again by a dozen other, who finally gave up. Then FLL put it 

First Nova Scotian nest 
of Least Bittern, Photo
graphed last June by 
Mark Fo~bes in Amherst 
Point Bird Sanctuary. 

up and saw exactly where it went. Again 8 birders converged without 
success. Yet, after the main party left for home that day, BMcT put 
the bird up from the exact same spot once again. We have the usual 
dozen or so reports of AM. BITTERN, including presumed breeders or juv. 
birds from A.P.B.S., W. Lawrencetown, 3-Fathom Hb., and Grand Lake, C. 
B. The latest was 1 at Sunday Pt. on Oct. 5 (MWH). 

--IAM,ed. 
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GEESE AND DUCKS 

A CANADA GOOSE family--parents and 4 young--was seen at Lusby 
Marsh, June 19 (CD) and 500+ were reported from the Sydney-Glace Bay 
area from June to October (It would have been interesting to have had 
the numbers per month in this case). Other reports are of rather 
skimpy numbers from Sept. 20 on, at Pictou, St. Esprit and Martock, 
Hants Co.--all of less than 100 birds. Only concentrations were at 
sanctuaries: 1000 at Martinique (ELM&IAM), and 1200-1500 at Melbourne 
(CRKA) 

Few birders were on the flyways of the BRh~T this fall. We 
have just 2 reports: 3, a bit off course, at Broad Cove, Lun. Co., 
Nov. 12 (SJF) and 10 at Freeport, Digby Co., Nov. 7 (SIT). 

A single BLUE GOOSE, seen in flight and in the fields at Brier I., 
Oct. 2-3, (SIT&EG), was the only record for this species. 

And now, for what may well be considered the Bird of the Year: 
a letter from Sara MacLean in Glace Bay reads in part (how I wish we 
could print the whole thing!), as follows: " ... It is not much larger 
than a large Mallard but goose shape ... Eyes and beak black; face, or 
anyway spectacles, white; head and neck, whitish gray; body, red ... 
there seem to be a few lighter feathers on the back. The wing tips 
and I think the tail tip are glossy black, as are the feet and legs ... 
light under the wings." 

When various Field Guides were consulted, the only bird which 
fitted the description (and it fitted it perfectly)* was the female 
RUDDY SHELBUCK, a native of central and southern Europe, wandering 
casually to Iceland and Finland! This bird moved recently from Glace 
Bay -i;:o Sydney, where it has taken up residence in Wentworth Park and 
is still there (at time of writing) as far as we know. A photograph 

just received confirms absolutely 
the above identification. One strong 
possibility is that this is an escape 
from some park or private collection; 
however, a female Ruddy Shelduck 
was seen July 28 at Portland, Maine, 
where it remained for just one day. 
What then are we to believe? 
Sullivan's Pond, look to your laurels'. 

Single wild MALLARDS were seen 
at Seal Is., Oct. 12-14 (BDM) and 
Aug. 22, APBS (CD). There were also 
4 at the latter spot, Oct. 31, and 
seen on the NSBS trip to the Tusket 
Islands, Sept. 18. 

BLACK DUCKS were reported from all the usual coastal and marsh 
areas with no significant change in numbers from the same period last 
year. 

Only GADWALL sighting was of 6--3 male and 3 female-a.t APBS, Nov. 
17 (SIT) . 

The number of NORTHERN PINTAIL sightings was up )::Jut the number of 
birds seen was lower this fall than last--7 reports of 34 birds in '82 
compared with just 2 reports of 44 birds in '81. 

*See Peterson's BIRDS OF BRITAIN AND EUROPE 
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GREEN-WINGED TEAL seemed to be about the same as last year, when 
they were reported as general and in good numbers. There were a num
ber of flocks of over 30 reported, the largest being 65 at Canard, 
Nov. 6 (RJ). 

BLUE-WINGED TEAL were very well reported--11 sightings, 9 in 
August, 1 in Sept. and a late one of 3 at APBS Oct. 31 (PM). There 
was a flock of 40 at Kentville Sewage works Aug. 26 (RBS), and one of 
50+ at Matthew's Lake, Aug., 30 (L&SC). 

John Lusby Marsh boasted the only EUROPEAN WIGEON on May 29 (CD) 
which, though outside our report period, is worth mention. 

Small numbers of AMERICAN WIGEON--one's 
LaHave, Sept. 3 (L&SC), Pictou Hbr., Oct. 31 
(HEH & OC) and Belle Isle, Aug. 8 ( PM,LEN). 

APBS and Lusby throughout the fall (CD). 

and two's--were seen at 
(RBS), daily at Sydney 
There were 10-20 at 

Con Desplanque reports NORTHERN SHOVELERS as scarce at APBS and 
Lusby this summer and fall, pairs being seen only a few times. 

WOOD DUCK population at APBS appeared to be only half that of '81, 
up to 10 being seen this year compared to 20 last season (CD,SIT). 
There were 4 reports from other places: at Wilmot, an adult with 4 
young, Aug. 14 & 19 (PM), and single birds at Granton, Pictou Co., 
Oct. 1 (RC), Seal Is., Oct. 12 (SJF et al.) and White Rock, Nov. 10 
(BLF). 

The only REDHEAD for the period was one seen in Pictou Hbr., with 
a flock of about 120 Ring-necked Ducks, Nov. 7, and again on Nov. 14 
(RBD). 

RING-NECKED DUCKS were seen in small flocks in the usual places 
through Sept. and Oct. The one Nov. record is the above mentioned 
big flock that contained the Redhead. 

The first scaup sighting for the fall, of 20 at Lr. Kingsburg, 
Oct. 8, (CF), were probably GREATER SCAUP, as it is a favourite hang
out for this species. There was a great concentration of many l00's 
--possibly up to several 1000 in Pictou Hbr., Oct. 31 (RBD). There 
were 30 at Centre, Lun. Co., Nov. 14--"Probably the nucleus of the 
wintering flock"(JSC). 

Ralph Connor reports 150+ LESSER SCAUP at Granton, Pictou Co., 
Sept. 30, where he was able to study and photograph them for several 
days. A smaller flock, undoubtedly of this species, was carefully 
studied and well described by R.B. Dickie. 

We were lucky this year in getting a report from the autumn 
"staging" area of the COMMON GOLDENEYES, namely the North Shore, where 
about 150 were seen in Pictou Hbr., Nov. 2 (RBD). The only other re
cord was a female in Canard Pond, Oct. 30 (RJ). 

First BUFFLEHEADS showed up in Annapolis Basin, Oct. 11, since 
when they have become common in flocks of up to 25 or 30 (KR). Smaller 
numbers--up to 7-- have been reported from here and there in the Bay 
and along the Atlantic shore. 

Just one HARLEQUIN DUCK, a female, was seen offshore at Brier Is., 
Nov. 21 (RBS). This at least is one more than last year: 

OLDSQUAWS were reported in June at Pt. Aconi (no details) where 
they certainly had no business to be at that time (HEH & OC). Another 
bird at Green Bay, Aug. 29, was, according to the Cohrs, "In dreadful 
plumage--a real mess". They hazarded no guess as to its sex. It's 
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interesting to note that these observers reported 5 Oldsquaws in 
eclipse plumage in the same area last year during early July. The 
more conventional members of the species began to show up in mid-Oct., 
and are present in normal numbers. 

COMMON EIDERS, judging by reports, were more plentiful this year 
than in '81, as there were several reports of flocks numbering over 
100 birds and up to 700 at Hemeon's Head, Sept. 5. (Gallaghers) All 
reports were from the South Shore except for Brier--flocks of up to 
100 (RBS), and Annapolis Basin--150+, July 14 (MLR). 

SCOTERS: WHITE-WINGED, SURF and BLACK, occurred in the same 
general areas along the Atlantic shore and Bay of Fundy. There were 
several reports of the first species from Cape Breton but none from 
there of the other two. There were 12 reports of White-winged from 
10 localities of Surfs with a total of 129 birds and 8 reports from 
6 places for Blacks with a total of 62 birds. No sightings from the 
North Shore were received, possibly because birders are "casual 
vagrants" there! 

RUDDY DUCKS were present during the summer at APBS but only 
singles compared to '81, when there was a population of at least 20 
of which 12 were drakes. (CD). There were 7 at Forchu, C.B., Aug. 14 
(HEH et al.), 3 at Mahone Bay, Nov. 4 (J&LC), 2 at Lr. 3-Fathom Hbr., 
Nov. 7-21 (ELM) and 8 at West River, Pictou Co., Nov. 20 (RBS). 

A female HOODED MERGANSER with 7 young was seen at Grassy Lake, 
Hfx. Co., June 28, and again--presumably the same family--in the same 
place July 8, but the brood now reduced to two. Up to 15 of this 
species were seen a number of times by several observers in a piece 
of water in the St. Margaret's Bay area, known to local birders as 
"The Puddle", from Sept. 15--Nov. 15 (KNK,VK & Cohrs). Reports of 3 
at Schooner Cove, Oct. 8 (ELM), 9 at Todd's Is., Oct. 30 (L&SC), Head 
of St. Margaret's Bay, Nov. 15 (KNK) are probably the same birds as 
these spots are in the same general locality. The Puddle is apparent
ly a favoured gathering place for this species as good numbers were 
seen there last year. There were also sightings of from one to sev
eral birds at Canard Pond, Rocky Run, West Lawrencetown, Kentville and 
APBS (SJF,FLL,RBS,SIT) 

"Fall is upon us!", wrote John Cohrs, "The Mergansers are back in 
the river". The birds who produced this outcry were 4 COMMON MERGAN
SERS, the river referred to is Petite Riviere and the date of their 
return was Sept. 12--which is in fact, the first report we have from 
anywhere. More respectable numbers did appear later in other local
ities: 32 on the Cape Breton Field Day (EM), and 20 at Sandy Cove, 
Lun. Co., Sept. 14 & 15 (RDH). Smaller flocks of up to 12 or 13 were 
seen at Cole Hbr., Pictou Hbr., and Crescent Beach (KNK & RBD). 

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER reports are skimpy indeed. They were 
reported from Cape Breton, July 17, but no numbers or locality given. 
There was 1 at Lawrencetown, Nov. 3 (KNK), a few off Brier Is., Nov. 
6-7, and that is all! 

--CRKA, ed. 

DIURNAL RAPTORS 

The usual TURKEY VULTURES were on Brier Is., up to 2 ad. (no imm. 
this year) reported through summer to Oct. 24. Of interest is the 
fledging of 2 young vulture near Camden, Maine, the state's first. 

Our only reported N. GOSHAWK nest was wantonly destroyed (see 
FALL FLYER) . Eleven were seen in migration season. I am glad to see 
better (but not yet complete) reporting of estimates of numbers in 
large hawk movements. Good flights of SHARP-SHINNED HAWKS were noted 
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on Brier Is.: 40+ on Sept. 7, 1000+ (though understandably "difficult 
to count"-RBS) on Sept. 26, 150+ on Oct. 3, and 50+ on Oct. 24. There 
were also large, "uncountable" numbers on the NSBS trip to the Tuskets 
on Sept. 18 and 400+ (BDM for NSBS) on Seal Is., on Oct. 10. Clearly 
these hawks leave the province in a broad front over a long period. 
The flight on Seal Is. was particularly fascinating, because almost 
all the birds were flying into moderate NE winds and toward the main
land. As BDM suggests, this was alnost certainly a reverse migration 
by birds that had found themselves far out at sea and out of sight of 
land to the SW. This is well known to occur among nocturnal migrants 
and it certainly seems that the hawks had set out in the dark, as they 
were on the move over the island from sun-up. It is of interest (see 
below) that the strong-flying falcons were not well represented that 
weekend on Seal Is. During the big Seal flight, 2 parties (RJ with 
FLL and IM) saw a fairly convincing COOPER'S HAWK, and a crow-sized 
Accipiter being chased by crows near Elmsdale on June 6 (RBD) was 
also believed to be this species_ Neither record is quite secure, 
however. 

RED-TAILED HAWKS are, of course, widely resident in summer, but 
more comments like PRD's ("common all summer" in Yar. Co.) and RBS's 
("none ( '.) seen all su!'liller in Kentville area") would give us a better 
regional and yearly picture. The only major group was of 30+ at Brier 
Is. on Oct. 3 (SIT). Otherwise there were about 20 sightings of 1-5 
individuals during migration season. Big flights of BROAD-WINGED 
HAWKS on Brier Is., were 40+ on Sept. 7, 1500-2000 on Sept. 26 (RBS 
reporting single flocks up to 400, MRM & LAR giving est. total of 600+ 
same day), and 220+ on Oct. 3 (SIT). Otherwise there were 12 reports 
of individuals during the nesting and migration season. Again we have 
Aug. reports of ROUGH-LEGGED HAWKS from C.B., but without details 
(HEH,OC). The next was on Bon Portage Is., on Sept. 17, and 5 more 
up to late Nov. 

Cape Breton's summer and fall BALD EAGLES were reported as 11 ad. 
7 imm., and 27+ not aged. Elsewhere, 2 birds on Brier and Long Is., 
in late July (RJ) were unusual, the only other breeding-season reports 
coming from the Eastern Shore, where RBD saw a classic Osprey robbery 
on July 12. Presumed migrants were at Windsor in late Aug. and in 
Yar. Co., in early Oct., 4 birds in all to date. There were 12 re
ports of some 30 N. HARRIERS from late May through August. The only 
major flight was on Seal Is., where 30 were flying N with the sharp
ies on Oct. 10--only 12 next day. Otherwise, only about 20 migrants 
were reported, and even Brier Is. had only "odd 2's and 3's" all fall 
(RBS). OSPREYS were seen in about usual numbers, although MCC thought 
they were "definitely up" around the Milford Lakes. A poor shad run 
in Hfx. Co. may have troubled some pairs; a large young was found, 
evidently starved, on a nest at Cox's Lake (IM). As noted by JSC, 
young birds seem to depart early, but more observations on this would 
be welcome. There were post-breeding or migratory gatherings of 6 
over Tusket R. on Aug. 4, of 7 at L.W. Pubnico on Aug. 28, 4 over 
Bedford Basin on Aug. 30, 5 next day over Second Peninsula, and a 
"kettle" of ca. 15 over Shag Hbr., on Sept. 19. The latest was a 
bird at W. Pubnico on Oct. 7 ( DJd'E). 

I call your attention to the FALL FLYER's report of spring 
GYRFALCONS at Cape North; this may be the surest time and place to 
see them in the province. The big news on PEREGRINE FALCONS is the 
release of 3 juvs. at Cape D'Or, Cumb. Co., by CWS in late July, which 
will be repeated in 1983. One of these, released on July 20 and last 
seen at Cape D'Or on Aug. 11, turned up on Sable Is., on Aug. 20-27, 
where Zoe Lucas was able to read its large band number, and thus allow 
us to trace its origin. Another bird at APBS on Aug. 22, was early, 
and CD wonders if it too was a released bird. Other probably all 
"wild"birds were an ad. in Dartmouth on Sept. 19 (FLL), an imm. at 
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Cape Blomidon (RJ) and another off Bon Portage Is., (ELM,IM) on Sept. 
26, probably 4 irnm. and 1 ad. at Seal Is., Oct. 9-12 (NSBS et al.), 
an imm. at Brier Is., on Oct. 23 (FLL) and another at Grand Pre on 
Nov. 11. The imm. to ad. ratio is heartening. Breeding-season 
MERLINS were 3 around Sydney, 1 near Dartmouth, and a faintly un
welcome pair at Tidnish which raised a younqster but produced a local 
"silent" summer (PC). Only about 10 occurred during the Oct. 10 hawk 
flight on Seal Is., and these, unlike the sharpshins, were "flying 
like bullets due W or SW" (BDM), evidently unafraid to ride the NE 
winds to distant New England. The largest count on Brier Is., was 
5 on Oct 24 (FLL,IAM). Otherwise, there were 17 reports of about 22 
migrants. Breeding-season AM. KESTRELS were sparsely reported, and 
migration may have been underdocumented. There were "large numbers" 
on Brier Is., most of Sept. (RBS; day counts of 4-8 by other obs.), 8 
-9 around Chebogue on Sept. 14 & 25, "numbers" on the Tusket field 
trip on Sept. 18, and 15 on Seal Is., on Oct. 10. Otherwise there 
were 20 reports of about 27 birds up to Nov. 28. 

GROUSE AND RELATIVES 

Our usual sprinkling of SPRUCE GROUSE were 3 around Clyde R. 
(J&CDG), 4 (incl. 3 juv.) around Green Bay (Cohrs), and 1 at Smith's 
Cove (AKR). By contrast we have 21 summer-fall reports of perhaps 
70 RUFFED GROUSE, including at least 3 families. As usual, there are 
no COMMON PHEASANT reports from the "Valley", but we have sightings 
of about 20 birds from localities between Sydney and Pubnico, includ
ing a mother with 8 young in Dartmouth on June 24. Introduced BOB
WHITES are not yet established enough to list legitimately, and we 
await the future performance of 17 birds seen in late July near 
Chester Basin (GP,RDH). GRAY PARTRIDGE are listable, and there were 
11 at Windsor on Oct. 13 (RJ) and a fall maximum of 21 near Economy 

(FLsi. 

CRANE, RALLIDS 

An amazing SANDHILL CRANE story has come to light. In Sept. 'Bl 
an individual arrived at Shubenacadie Wildlife Park and has been in 
residence ever since, evidently mated or at least amorously inclined 
towards one of the captive Sandhill Cranes. The bird is smaller and 
grayer than the pinioned birds, and the Director, Mr. Eldon Pace, 
thinks it is very similar to individuals he has seen in northern 
Hudson Bay. The bird is still free-ranging, but not widely so, and 
is most unlikely to be the source of any of the 4 or 5 other provin
cial sightings to date. It is of interest to record also that St. 
John's, Nfld., was favoured by a pair of these fine birds through 
much of last June. Clearly they are undergoing some sort of range 
expansion. 

Again there were no nesting-season reports of VIRGINIA RAIL. One 
was on Brier Is., on Sept. 6 (ELM) and another was rescued from a cat 
on Dalhousie's campus on Oct. 18 by Rosemary Mackenzie, who had the 
bird checked by a vet, and released unharmed in a marsh. SORAS were 
"plentiful" in APBS all summer (CD), and Mark Forbes found 12 nests 
there. A bird on Aug. 17, at Russel Lake, Dartmouth, may have nested 
locally, but 10 on Sept. 1, were presumably migrants (FLL). Other 
individuals were on Seal Is. on Aug. 16 and Oct. 10, and at Hemeon 
Head on Oct. 7. 

MOORHENS (yes, the A.O.U. list now dictates this British name for 
our Common Gallinule) were rated as "elusive" at APBS (CD), and Mark 
Forbes found only 2 nests there. There were always 10-20 AM. COOT 
to be seen in summer and fall at APBS (CD), where Mark Forbes found 11 
nests. There were still 40 there on Oct. 31 and 8 on Nov. 20 (SIT). 
Two at Sullivari's Pond, Dartmouth, on Nov. 9, were still there at 
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month's end. One was at W. River, Pictou Co., on Nov. 20 (RBD). 

--IAM, ed. 

SHOREBIRDS 

The 3 SEMIPALMATED PLOVERS at Cook's Beach on July 3, were summer 
residents but numbers there increased to 74 by July 23 and to 1100 by 
Aug. 5 (CRKA). Elsewhere mid-Aug. marked their migration's peak: 
400+ at Hartlen Pt., Aug. 15 (FLL), 500 Aug. 16-22, at Windsor (RJ), 
and l00's in the SW (CRKA). Although there were still 50 at Cresce~t 
Beach Oct. 23 (JSC), the top of the curve was especially well marked 
this year; there were no Nov. reports, and the colour~marked birds 
noted were from Economy (FS). Breeding PIPING PLOVERS are reported 
from Lawrencetown (DA,LBCF) and Cherry Hill (SIT et al.) . Not a 
regular migrant in the Minas Basin, one was at Economy, Sept 5 (FS); 
last was one at Crescent Beach Sept. l7(JSC). The KILLDEER was widely 
reported, but not in large numbers ( max. 10 Sept. 25, at Centreville, 
Kings Co.(LC) and is still present. 

The more newsworthy LESSER (American) GOLDEN PLOVER was repres
ented by three flocks of 15-20; Sept. 15 at Economy (FS); Sept.-Oct 
16 at Mori~n Bar, C.B. (OC,HEH), and one at Amherst, which, from Aug. 
26, grew to 210 ad. and 4-5 juv. by Sept. 1 (SIT). About 30 others 
were noted, 3lingering to Nov. 5 at Hartlen Pt. (FLL). The passage 
of the BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER peaked in the last half of August: 400 
at Conrad's Beach, Aug. 14 (RJ), 500 Aug. 20 at Cape Sable IS.(E&VH), 
and 150+ at Hartlen Pt., Sept. 1 (FLL). Only a few are reported for 
Nov., but they will doubtless appear on the Christmas Counts. 

The normally elusive AMERICAN WOODCOCK stayed for a week on a 
lawn in Rockingham, Oct. 25-31 (MAC), but except for another at 
Cherry Hill, Oct. 23 (JSC,D&JP) went unobserved. The COMMON SNIPE is 
also lightly reported, but there were 10-15 on Seal Is., Oct. 9-16 
(BDM). 

The WHIMBREL, as usual received a few notices in July, this time 
from the far SW, from the MV Bluenose, July 21, and the Digby Ferry, 
July 29 (RJ). 120+ in late August in the Border Region (SIT) and 
200+ Sept. 6-20 in the Sydney area, were the main concentrations, with 
smaller numbers (1-8), mostly in Sept., the last one, Sept. 24, on 
Seal Is. (NSBS) . 

An UPLAND SANDPIPER was at the Lusby Marsh, Oct. 31 (PML). The 
SPOTTED SANDPIPER, which summers along almost every woodland stream, 
does not gather in flocks for the fall migration and received little 
notice; last report was one, Oct. 20 at Sabine Beach, Shel. Co. (MC). 
The SOLITARY SANDPIPER, seen only in migration, is more keenly apprec
iated; 30 individuals in all were reported, from 2 on Aug. 5 at 
Spectacle Lake, Dartmouth (FLL) to 1 at Green Bay Pond, Oct. 23 (JSC) 
There were 8 at Cole Hbr., Aug. 23 (FLL). The WILLET, which summers 
in many of our tidal marshes, was not much noticed in the fall: max. 
20+ at Three Fathom Hbr., Aug. 23 (FLL), 5 in that area, Sept 25 (CF), 
and 2 at Crescent Beach, also Sept 25 (JSC). Greatest numbers of the 
GREATER YELLOWLEGS occurred in Sept., 100+ at Cole Hbr., Sept. 1 (FLLi 
56+ on Sept. 25, but there were still 60 or so in the greater Lawrence
town area, Oct. 31 (JSC). Last report was of one, Nov. 15 at Eel Lake 
(CRKA) . The LESSER YELLOWLEGS was present in numbers Aug. 2 3-Sept 1 
at Lawrencetown-100+ both dates (FLL). One as late as Nev. 2,.at 
Crescent Beach (SJF) is most unusual. As usual the RUDDY TURNSTONE 
was present from late July, 4 at Cook's Beach, July 23 (CRKA); with as 
many as 25 at Brier by Sept. 12 (RJ). Last report was of 8 at Cherry 
Hill Oct. 23 (KNK), but the Christmas Counts should reveal a few 
lingerers. A good showing of RED KNOTS was about 35 at Grand Pre, 
Sept 6 and 11 (RJ). 40 were at Chezzetcook Nov. 7 (ELM,IAM), with 
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one last at Cherry Hill Nov. 21 (SJF). First arrival of the winter
ing PURPLE SANDPIPER was 5 at Crescent Beach, Oct. 22, a very early 
date (JSC). 35 at Conrad's Beach on Nov. 20 (CF) were closer to the 
norm. A remarkable number.of PECTORAL SANDPIPERS were reported this 
fall, about 120 in all, or ten times last year's total. Earliest was 
one Aug. 15, at Hartlen Pt. (FLL), but Oct. was as usual, the big 
month; max. 25-30 at Matthew's Lake, Oct. 10 (D&JY), 15 in Lawrence
townarea Oct. 19 (JSC). Last noted were 4 at Conrad's Beach, Nov. 4 
(FLL&RJ). First WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPERS were two at Crescent Beach, 
July 31 (JSC); there were 25 +thereby Aug. 7. No larger numbers 
were noted until Oct. 16, when there were 100+ at Hartlen's Pt. (FLL). 
35 were at Crescent Beach, Oct. 23 (JSC&D&JP). and still 40-45 of this 
hardy species, Nov. 4 at Hartlen Pt. (FLL &RJ). Brier did not hold 
its near monopoly on the BAIRD'S SANDPIPER this year: 2 were there 
Sept. 5 (PML), but there had already been one at Matthew's Lake, Aug. 
29 (ELM&IAM); 3 were at Conrad's Beach, Sept. 1 (FLL), another at 
Cherry Hill, Sept. 5 (SJF) for a neat cluster of dates. Late Sept. 
had one at Crescent Beach on the 26th (JSC), while Pictou Co., had one 
the 29th at Loch Broom, another on the 30th at Cape John (anon.). 
There was one on Seal Is., Oct. 10 (NSBS.) 

The LEAST SANDPIPER very probably bred at Como Lake (DA). 
Migrants already numbered 5000 at Grand Pre, by July 31, Windsor, 
where numbers declined from 2000 Aug. 7-15 to 1000, Aug. 16-22 and 
500+ by Aug. 29 (RJ), though with an Aug. 10 resurgence to 5000 (RBS). 
Elsewhere there were 400+ at Cold Hbr., Aug. 23 and 200+ at Conrad's 
Beach, Sept. 1 (FLL). Last report is of one, Oct. 23 (JSC,D&JP) 
There were few reports of the DUNLIN, none earlier than Sept. 30, 
when 4 were at Cape John (RC); only sizeable numbers were 50+ at 
Lusby, Oct. 31 (PML) and 60 Nov. 7 at East Chezzetcook (ELM&IAM) 
Last were 5 at Crescent Beach, Nov. 13 (JSC). 

A dowitcher that could not be positively identified as to species 
may, because of the date, Nov. 21, and its very long bill, have been 
a LONG-BILLED DOWITCHER--seen at Cranberry Head (CRKA) . The SHORT
BILLED DOWITCHER came early, l5 at Crescent Beach July 3 (JSC), 24 
at Brier, July 9 (RBS) and by July 29 there were 100+ at Cole Hbr. 
(RBD). Grand Pre, very well covered this year, showed a rise from 
250, Aug. 1 to c. 1000 Aug. 8, down to 2, Aug. 15 (RJ). There were 
still 5 at Crescent Beach, Sept. 26 (KNK). By far the best place to 
look for the STILT SANDPIPER in Nova Scotia is around Lawrencetown, 
West Lawrencetown, to be more precise: 6 on Aug. 15, 4+, Aug. 23, 
and one Sept. l (FLL,EM). The first big influx of SEMI-PALMATED 
SANDPIPERS occurred in late July, with 1390± at Cook's Beach (CRKA) 
and 2,000 at Brier (RJ). The maximum at Cook's Beach was 6550±, 
Aug. 5 CRKA), while at Grand Pre, numbers rose from 250 on July 26, to 
5000 on the 31st to 25,000, Aug. 1, then declined to 16,000, Aug. 7-8, 
to 8,000, Aug. 15, 2,000, Aug. 29, 1,000, Sept. 6 and 25 on Sept. 11 
(RJ). It is interesting to note that another observer estimated 
15,000 at Grand Pre on Aug. 10 (RBS), which suggests careful counting 
all around. Colour-marked birds were from Grand Pre (RBS) and Economy 
(FS), 0oth yellow, and from Round Bay, pink, with yellow band, No.313 
good spotting (PML). WESTERN SANDPIPERS are reported from Cherry Hill, 
Sept. 18, one found dead and, one hopes preserved for positive ident
ification (RJ), the other at Crescent, Oct. 24 (JSC,D&JP). BUFF
BREASTED SANDPIPERS were at Amherst (SIT) and West Head, Shel. Co., 
(L&JSC) on Aug. 30, one at Brier, Sept. 4 (ELM et al.) and, at Cherry 
Hill, one Sept. 1 (L&JSC) and 2 Sept 12 (SJF,RJ,JSC). Best shore
birds of the season were two MARBLED GODWITS, one at Fuller's Bridge, 
C.B., Aug. 14 (HEH et al.), the other at Crescent Beach, Lun. Co., 
Sept. 25 (JS&JLC). HUDSONIAN GODWITS were already in Shel Co., July 23, 
6 at Louis Head Beach, 18 at Matthew's Lake (SIT). There were 15 in 
the latter place Aug. 7 (PML), 5, Aug. 29 (L& JSC) and Aug. 30 (ELM, 
IAM,AHM). 1-2 others were at Grand Pre in Aug. and at Economy 3 in 
early Sept (FS). A REEVE at West Lawrencetown, Aug. 15-17 (ELM) was 
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joined by another on the latter date (L&JSC). SANDERLINGS were 
already numerous at Devil's Head, Shel. Co., Aug. 6 (JR&CDG); there 
were c. 100 at Cherry Hill (RJ) and 250 at Crescent Beach, Oct.23 
(JSC, D&JP). A few are still with us. 

In late July, 20 RED PHALAROPES were seen from the MV Bluenose 
(RJ,WT), about 200 from the Digby Ferry (RJ). Large flights in late 
Aug. (SIT) and early Sept. (ELM) reached 10,000 for the latter period 
from and around Brier. 56 were seen from the Bluenose, Sept. 24 (ML) 
6 from land in Lun. Co., Oct. 6 (CF), one from Brier Is., Oct. 24(FLL) 
The WILSON'S PHALAROPE appeared singly at Conrad's Beach, Aug. 15, and 
at Matthew's Lake, Aug. 29 (ELM). There were only 20 NORTHERN PHALA
ROPES among the 10,000 Reds cited above (ELM), but one in Chester 
Basin, Aug. 3 (RH) and at Broad Cove, Oct. 18, (SJF) afforded uncommon 
close-to-land looks at the bird. The one in Chester Basin, viewed 
from a motor boat and described, was seen diving repeatedly, travel
lng under water as much as 30 feet. 

--FS, ed. 

JAEGERS, GULLS, TERNS AND AUKS 

'l'he only sightings of SKUAS were the birds which RD 'E saw on 
Brown's Bank, c. 30 males south of Seal Is. He saw one bird a day 
between Sept. 30 and Oct. 6. Bill Townsend saw two POMARINE JAEGER 
on July 22 from Bluenose, there were at least 5 off Seal Is., c. 
Oct. 15 (BDM et al.) and a late adult off Brier Is., on Nov. 6 (SIT). 
PARASITIC JAEGERS were a little commoner: a bird seen from Bluenose 
on July (Bill Townsend), a dark-phase bird off Brier on Sept. 6 (ELM) 
and single adults off Brier on Oct. 17 and Nov. 6 (Ross Hall,RBS) and 
Seal Is., on Oct. 15 (BDM). 

Let me say the obvious about HERRING and GREAT BLACK-BACKED 
GULLS. There are lots of them but none of our reporters says any
thing more than that. However, LESSER BLACK-BACKS are a different 
matter and it is a pleasure to have news· of two old friends. The 
Digby bird was there for its fourteenth season on Nov. 14 (Eric and 
Ann Mills), and the volvo plant bird in Halifax had returned by Nov. 
4 (Roy John). We ought to be on the lookout for birds with hybrid · 
Lesser Black-back/Herring Gull characteristics, though they'll be 
very hard to spot in the cloud of regular Herring Gulls. On top of 
that, Stuart Tingley saw an adult Lesser Black-back roosting with 
other gulls on the north tip of Bon Portage on Sept. 17. 

The one and only GLAUCOUS GULL reported this fall was the second
year bird at Conrad's Beach on Nov. 4 (FLL, Roy John). There's not 
much news of ICELAND GULLS either--it must be our fantastic fall 
weather. A few had appeared in the Glace Bay area by mid-Oct. (Sara 
MacLean). Otherwise, there were singletons at Hartlen's Pt., on 
Nov. 4 (R.John) and Petpeswick Inlet on Nov. 7 (ELM)·--both juveniles, 
a bird at Mill Cove on the same day (Cohrs), and a second-year bird 
at Dartmouth on Nov. 10 (FLL) 

There's no obvious pattern to the movements of RING-BILLED GULLS. 
Eric Mills reports a party of 15 birds summering at Conrad's Beach on 
Aug. 7. In the border area there were 145 birds, mostly 1st and 2nd 
summer birds, at Fort Lawrence on July 29 (SIT), and c. 60 on fresh 
water marshes at Missaqµash and c. 70 at APBS in late Sept. _(Ross 
Hall). The numbers on Sullivan's Pond in Dartmouth, had risen to 
60 by Sept. 19 (FLL). Phyllis Dobson and Charlie Allen have some 
big totals for the extreme south of the province in mid-Nov: a peak 
of c. 250 at Eel Brook, 50+ at Abram's River and 20-40 at Melbourne. 
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Sara MacLean says of BLACK-HEADED GULLS in Glace Bay, that they 
qppeared on Sept. 12 in winter plumage. "This year there are a 
number of very young hatchlings--they certainly never flew here from 
Iceland or wherever." I couldn't agree more !--but we' 11 have to find 
a nest with eggs in it to prove to the sceptics that the "European" 
Black-headed Gull is a good Canadian too. The birds were regularly 
seen around Point Edward, Cape Breton, in May and June (Hedley Hopkins 
and Otis Cossitt), so perhaps that's where to start looking. On their 
fall migration the birds were "numerous" in Cole Hbr. on Sept. 4, and 
in Pictou Hbr. on Nov. 7 and 14 (RBD) BONAPARTE'S GULLS, their 
North American cousins, were as usual common only in the western part 
of the province; on Northumberland Strait in late Sept. (Ralph 
Connor), and a flock of 75 at Northport, Cumb. Co., on Oct. 29 (SIT), 
though we also have fall sightings from Digby, for example, on Sept. 
5 (R. John), and Lr. w. Pubnico on Sept. 23 (RSd'E) 

BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKES come last among the gulls because they're 
an offshore species and don't often come.to land. However, the 
sighting of 250 birds in only 45 minutes off North Light on Brier Is., 
on Oct. 17, is interesting (PML). I found them in small numbers on 
the Banks north of Banquereau, off NE Cape Breton, on Nov. 26, but I 
saw only one bird next day between Sdber. Island and Halifax. 

Ian McLaren reports that the tern population of Sable Island in 
June amounted to only 265 pairs of COMMON TERNS, 350 pairs of ARCTIC 
and a mere 2 pairs of ROSEATE, split between two major and six minor 
colonies. This is barely half the breeding population in 1971--
1200 pairs in all, of which 125 pairs were Roseates. The predaceous 
gulls on Sable are undoubtedly party responsible for much of this, 
though in the case of the Roseates man is also to blame. The killing 
of Roseate Terns in their winter quarters along the South American 
coast of the Cariobean is an international scandal in the conservation 
world. If present rates of decline continue, it is estimated that 
the species will be extinct in ~orth America north of Florida by 
2002 A.D. Our only reports of the bird away from Sable are of a 
singleton off Brier Is., on July 26 (R.John), c.B on Matthew's Lake 
on July 23, 3 on Aug. 7 and 1 on Aug. 30 (BML,LEN,SIT,Cohrs) 

Common and Arctic Terns are in less danger, fortunately, though 
their decline on Sable Is., can be matched elsewhere. J.R. & C.D. 
Gallagher note that the formerly large colony of Arctics at Crow's 
Neck, East Baccaro, is now much reduced: they found only 13 adults 
and 7 juveniles there on Aug. 3. Some late sightings: a "C 
on the NSBS field trip to the Tusket Islands on Sept. 18, 2 Commons 
from Bluenose on Sept. 24 (Mike Lucey), and 2 more at Cherry Hill 
Beach on Sept. 26 (Cohrs). 

There were 4 confirmed BLACK TERN nests at APBS this summer 
(Mark Forbes), and Con Desplanque believes there may have been as 
many as 6 pairs. Ian McLaren notes that this is some kind of record 
for the province; there have only been one or two confirmed nestings 
before this year. Apart from these, the only other report is of 
4 adults at Three Fathom Hbr. Pond on Sept. 1 (FLL, CSII). 

The BLACK GUILLEMOT is the commonest breeding auk and we have 
scattered reports from the Fundy and Atlantic coasts and Cape Breton. 
Ian McLaren counted up to 25 around Seal Is., in Aug. Hedley Hopkins 
and his parties estimated over 100 birds off the Bird Islands, Cape 
Breton, between June 19-July 4. They also estimated the same number 
of PUFFINS and c.45 COMMON MURRES; the latter are surprising because 
the Common Murre does not breed on Bird Islands or anywhere else in 
Nova Scotia. I saw both Common and THICK-BILLED MURRES offshore of 
NW Cape Breton, near Banquereau Bank, on Nov. 26, and BDM saw two 
unidentified murres off Seal Is., on Oct. 15. There were 20 Puffins 



19 

NW of Brier Is., on the NSBS pelagic trip on Ser.it. 5 (ELM)•, probably 
feeding in the tide rips there. The only other Puffin sightings were 
3 from Bluenose on July 21, 1 at Brier on July 26 and 1 from the 
Digby ferry on Sept. 5 (R. John), and two off the Bird Islands on 
Sept. 2 (Chris Field). Hedley Hopkins and Otis Cossitt saw a total of 
18 RAZORBILLS off Bird Islands and Cheticamp in Cape Breton from mid
June through August; the only other sighting is a bird from Digby r, 

ferry on Aug. 31 (R. John) 

DOVEKIES arrive with the first autumn gales and many of them get 
blown as far inland as one can get in Nova Scotia. Of all places, 
Truro has been a good one for finding Dovekies this fall; a storm 
brought at least three birds into that area on Oct. 16, and there 
was another on Nov. 7 (Ross Hall). Actually, the birds we see from 
the shore are probably also storm-blown, because Dovekies prefer to 

winter out on the far eastern edge of the Banks off the Atlantic coast. 
Several birds may have been blown inshore by the same storm which 
brought the others to Truro: at least 20 off Seal Is., on Oct. 15 ' 
(BDM, Eric Cooke, Sylvia Fullerton), 1 at Lr. w. Pubnico on Oct. 15 
(Sd'E) and 1 at Cheticamp on Oct. 18 (B. Fisher & E. Rooney). There 
was a bird at Conrad's Beach on Nov. 4 (FLL,r.John), and a couple off 

Brier Is., on Nov. 7 (SIT). Offshore on Nov. 27, from Sober Island 
to Halifax, I saw only one auk and that was a Dovekie, quite badly 
oiled on its belly. There has been no official report of any oil 
spill, so this goes to show what a dirty ocean we have out there. 

DOVES, CUCKOOS --RGBB, ed. 

A belated but newsworthy report on Nova Scotia's second BAND
TAILED PIGEON comes to us from Eldon Pace, Director of the Wild!Tfe 
Park at Shubenacadie. It was caught on Dec. 1, 1981, in a trap used 
to capture wild ducks for banding at the Park. It was recognized by 
the men at the trap as being a most unusual "pigeon", and readily 
identified as a female Band-tailed by Mr. Pace. It was kept captive 
over winter, and did not stay in the vicinity after being released in 
June. 

At last we have an impression of ROCK DOVE numbers from the 
Sydney area--"40-50 daily"(HEH)--to compare with the hundreds one 
might see in the Halifax metro area. I draw your attention to the 
WHITE-WINGED DOVE documented in the FALL FLYER-the province's fifth 
(but the dates should be May 18-23). Ted D'Eon, in the MOURNING DOVE 
capital of N.S., at M.W. Pubnico, had 9 in his backyard on June 9, 
building to 12 in late June and 15 by late July. Other early summer 
sightings were of 1-3 birds in 4 localities, and there were no nest
ing reports. Clearly our late-summer birds come from elsewhere. At 
M.W. Pubnico, numbers remained between 20-30 from Aug. 19 to early 
Oct., reached 36 by Oct. 29 and ca. 40 on Nov. 4, and diminished by 
late Nov. This pattern is matched in other localities. There was 1 
in late Aug., 5 sightings of 10 birds in later Sept. (including 2 on 
the "Bluenose" Ferry), only 5-10 per day on Seal Is., between Oct. 
9-16, and a burst of 8 reports of ca. 50 birds from elsewhere between 
Oct. 18-28, punctuated by good numbers arriving on Sable Is., in late 
Oct. There were only 5 reports of 15 birds in Nov. Cape Breton and 
more than its usual share this year. 

YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOOS were decidedly scarce this fall: lat 
Brier Is., on Sept. 4 (ELM), another freshly dead near Amherst on 
Sept. 26 (RGM), and a third on Seal Is., on Sept. 15. It is hard to 
be certain about sources of summer BLACK-BILLED CUCKOOS, as they are 
on the move in July, routinely arriving then on Sable Is., for example. 
Males may also sing when underway in late summer. June birds at 
Amherst (CD) and near Middle Ohio (J&CDG) may have been resident, but 
there seems to be little evidence that we have a regularly breeding 
population. The next seen were 5 birds in late July in the SW count
ies, followed by a scattered 3 in Aug. , 5 in Sept. , and 4 in Oct., the 
latest, on Oct. 28 at L.W. Pubnico. 
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Glenda Lockhart gives us a puzzling GREAT HORNED OWL story. When 
her husband, Don, was out duck hunting near dusk on Oak Is., a large 
"eared" bird, surely this species, attacked him vigorously 5 times, 
claws outstretched and bill "clacking". Don was forced to the ground 
on his back and had to swing his gun at the bird to scare it off. I 
think he is to be commended for not pulling the trigger! We otherwise 
have reports of about 8 scattered individuals, including an unfortun
ate road-killed juv. at Eel Brook on Aug. 5 (PRD). A SNOWY OWL was 
evidently seen by Brier Islanders, but not by birders, on Nov. 20-22 
(fide (RBS). There were 5 summer and 2 fall reports of BARRED OWLS. 
In summer none were seen in their usual haunts in Shel. Co. (J&CDG) 
and they were less frequent than horned owls at E. Dalhousie (Bill 
Freedman's gang). The Payzants on Nov. 9 had 1 hunting around their 
house at Waverley by day, which perched 2 m from their windows; natur
ally their camera was out for repairs. Two SHORT-EARED OWLS stayed on 
at Glace Bay Sanctuary until at least late May, and in early July there 
were 2 at Schooner Pond in C.B. (RB), and 1 at APBS (CD). The only 
migrants were on Seal Is.,on Oct. 12 & 15 and at Grand Pre on Nov. 20 
(FLL). 

GOATSUCKERS, SWIFT, HUMMINGBIRD, AND KINGFISHER 

The Cohrs were rewarded by the year's only WHIP-POOR-WILL, calling 
at 5:20 a.m., on June 12, as they commenced their annual Breeding Bird 
Survey near Jordan Falls, Shel. Co. There is some concern for the 
status of COMMON NIGHTHAWKS; for example, SM says "how sad this has be
come so rare a bird". They arrive locally largely after the deadline 
for spring notes. This June ones and twos were noted, only in Yar. 
Co., near Clyde R., and at Amherst, yet MCC found "good numbers" after 
mid-June at Sandy Bottom Lake. A long gap in reporting suggests that 
4 on July 24 in Yar. Co., may have been migrants, as were certainly 
several flocks of 9-15 on Aug. 9 in Lun. and Shel. Co. Thereafter, 
counts or flocks of 9-50 birds were reported mostly from the S main
land counties on Aug. 16, 18, 22,25, Sept. 4-6 but, surprisingly, 
the latest were 40+ at Sydney on Sept. 20 (HEH). 

We have no reports of CHIMNEY SWIFTS for June-July, except for 
BLF's nestingreport in the FALL FLYER. Is this worse news or under
reporting? Please try to report fully, including negative information, 
next fall. Four early Aug. reports of 13 birds were presumably of 
migrants, and the only other report was of 3 at L.W. Pubnico on Aug. 
22 (DJd'E). --

RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRDS were thought to be "common" by 2 ob
servers,"fewer" by another, and "off" by a fourth, but overall reports 
of about 32 birds in summer (including a nesting pair at Marble Mt.) 
are a match for last year's 35 birds. Three or more on Seal Is., 
Aug. 16-21 were probably migrants, as certainly were 10+ on Brier Is., 
Sept. 4-5; the latter, oddly, were our latest reported. 

Many routine sightings of BELTED KINGFISHERS were received, with 
no indications of changes in status. There were major movements be
tween Aug. 29 & Sept. 5 on the South Shore, during the Tuskets field 
trip oh Sept. 18, and on Oct. 12-13 in Yar. Co. 
WOODPECKERS 

COMMON FLICKERS were around as usual in summer, according to sev
eral observers. Major counts (10-100, or "many") were reported from 
the S counties or on Seal or Brier Islands on Sept.10, 18, 26-27, and 
Oct. 10-11. Some are doubtless still about. We have 17 reports of 
about 20 PILEATED WOODPECKERS between early June and late Nov., up 
slightly from last year. A rare RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER at Hampton, 
Anna. Co., on Oct. 28, evidently posed tamely for movies, so we'll be 
able savor it secondhand (Sally MacDonald, fide JM). An ad. RED-HEAD
ED WOODPECKER was at Chebucto Head on Oct. 18 (D&JY) and an imm. at 
Seal Is. on Oct. 15 (EHC,SJF). We only have 3 reports of 4-5 summer-
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ing YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKERS, and the only migrants were 1 on Seal Is., 
on Aug. 19, another on Sable Is., on Sept. 20, and 2 at Pubnico on 
Oct. 13. This is a decided plunge in numbers. Although some chose 
only to report them as "nothing special", "plenty", or "as usual", 
etc., it is useful to document 31 sightings of about 43 HAIRY WOOD
PECKERS and 17 sightings of about 27 DOWNY WOODPECKERS, including some 
"recurrent" birds of each species, no doubt. A Downy's nest was 
found in Waverley on June 10 (L & PP). A total of 10 BLACK-BACKED 3 
-TOED WOODPECKERS were seen in 8 localities from C.B. to Yar. Co., 
a little up from last year. 

--IAM, ed. 

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH SWALLOWS 

An exciting sighting of a SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER was made 
Sept 4 by CRK & Bunny Allen at Central Chebogue. The bird was ob
served at close range, at leisure, and all the field-marks noted. 
EASTERN KINGBIRDS began flocking towards the end of August, a large 
migration taking place Sept. 4-5. There were 12 on Seal Is., Aug. 22, 
10 at Pt. LaTour Aug. 30 and 10, Sept. 5, near Windsor Junction. On 
the same date (5th) 100+ were on Digby Neck and CR.KA encountered 56 
in the eleven kms between Arcadia and Chebogue. 

Five GREAT-CRESTED FLYCATCHERS were noted; one, Aug. 10, at 
Paradise, two on Brier, Sept. 3 & 4, one in Dartmouth, Sept. 7, and 
one on Seal, Oct. 15 

A rarity of the first degree, a probable ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER 
was seen on Brier, Nov. 14 by Eric Mills--see his notes on this 
following the Bird Reports. 

A few EASTERN PHOEBES were reported. Ruth Hebb had two nesting 
pairs again at her home near Chester, as well as two or three more on 
migration Sept. 5. Two earlier sightings are worth noting--one, July 
29, aboard the Bluenose ferry and one in Yarmouth town, Aug. 29 (BT, 
MWH). Later, two others came to light around the same time--Oct. 
15-16 on Seal and Oct. 17 on Brier (SJF,RBS). 

A few reports of the EMPIDONAX group were mostly of sporadic 
sightings during summer and early fall. However, a group of 20 ALDER, 
8 LEAST and 10 empidonax sp. arrived on Seal, Aug. 22 (IAM) Latest 
seen was a Least on the Tusket Islands, Sept. 18 (NSBS). 

EASTERN WOOD PEWEES were seen and heard last year as late as Oct. 
4, but the last few seen in 1982 were in mid-Sept., when there were 
three around in Dartmouth, Sept. 18-20 (FLL). Twenty-two OLIVE-SIDED 
FLYCATCHERS were reported from June to Sept--a higher number than we 
have had reported for some years. A highlight was a pair feeding 2 
young in Yar. Co., July 30 (CRKA&PRD). Last seen on Brier, Sept. 4. 

We know that winter is coming when the HORNED LARKS come back to 
the beaches. Early fall birds were 30+ at an Amherst sod farm, Sept. 
1 (Stuart Tingley feels they were locally bred, as many were juveniles) 
In October, larks arrived at all the usual spots but no flocks of more 
than ten or so were seen then. Later, two large flocks of 50 each did 
arrive on Nov. 11 & 14, at Chebogue and Brier (E&BR, ELM1. An albino 
TREE SWALLOW (light beige, slightly tinged with tan in places) kept 
company with 500 wildly noisy moving "normal trees" on Brier, Aug. 12 
(JSC). This is the only large migratory flock mentioned. At Green 
Bay, some of the Tree Swallows left the night of Aug. 23 and by 27th, 
there were none to be seen. However, further down the coast a small 
flock of 60+ were still around at Matthew's Lake, Aug. 30, and 20 
still flew on Brier, Sept. 4 & 5. Last reported was from Sydney(?) 
Nov. 3 (L&S Cohrs, FLL,HEH). 
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A colony of 50 BANK SWALLOWS spent June and July at Pt. Aconi, 
C.B. The NSBS Field Trip came upon a large nesting area of Banks at 
Mavilette Beach, Yar. Co. July 24. There were no other reports except 
for odd singles and one migratory flock of 50+ on Brier, Sept. 4-5. 
Flocking of BARN SWALLOWS was noted Aug. 27-29 in the Crescent Beach, 
Petite Riviere pa~t of Lun. Co. There wer 50 on Brier, Sept. 4-5 and 
then an hiatus of reports until early November when several were seen 
near Pt. l'Hebert. Singles were at Argyle Head, W. Pubnico and Pars
boro, Nov. 8-10-12·. This is quite usual for late-departing Barns. 

According to reports the CLIFF SWALLOWS had a most successful 
nesting season. Apart from groups seen in colonies, 42 actual nests 
were counted. No migrations were mentioned so presumably they sneaked 
out unnoticed as is often the way with swallows. 

CAVE !:~i~~~~cw!;em:~e~~e~~eb~i ~wo :;~:!ar~:!~et;;g:~r!h~:;,s;~:~-

party of American birders at Louis- g;eritoor:from eye '\ 
bourg, July 9, and one by Lis~ and 
Shirley Cohrs at Cherry Hill Beach 
Aug. 14. JSC writes "it appeared 
at first like a Cliff Swallow with 
short tail and pale rump. However, 
the forhead was deep chestnut and 
the throat and breast pale grey/ "wings' pointing 
beige with very faint dark mark- posteriorly 
ings on the lower breast. Seen forperhaps of no 
30 seconds at rest as well as fly.!: significance;:: 
ing with a group of Barn Swallows". ·.·,:·· 
More details upon request. The 
write-up of the Louisbourg bird is 
long and most scientific and it, 
too, is available upon request. 

Two PURPLE MARTINS were seen on Brier, Sept 2-3 and 6. After 
encouraging reports from five martin colonies in 1981, it is sad to 
report that nothing was heard from any of them. Please do write in 
if you have any news. 

CORVIDS. 

As fall progressed BLUEJAYS became regular at feeders and were 
seen in the normal (plentiful)numbers around the countryside. The 
movement on Seal Is., was Oct. 13-16, when numbers increased from 75 
to 250. CRKA reported still many around Yar. Co., Nov. 15-20, al
though down in number from earlier on. 

The Gallaghers feel that GREY JAYS were down in number in Shel 
Co. this summer; they had two sightings, many fewer than usual. How
ever, in Oct. reports from the South Shore are of many more--"all over 
the place" on Cape Sable, Oct. 20 and "three to five times as many" 
Oc. 3-20, down the whole shore (D&JY) 

COMMON RAVENS have been just that--common, being well seen 
throughout the season and territories. A sight of 30+ hanging in the 
up-draft at the north end of Seal Is., was somewhat unusual. 

Three pairs of AMERICAN CROWS nested on Sable Is. High counts 
of 100,150 and 100 on Oct. 10,13, and 15 on Seal, were certainly 
migrants. 

CHICKADEES TO ROBIN 

BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEES were heavily reported, many at feeders. 
An unusually late nest with four eggs, unsuccessful because of aband-
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onment by the female bird, was at Wolfville Ridge, Aug. 2 onwards. 

BOREAL CHICKADEES are not noticed so much and two correspondents, 
from Big Bras d'Or and Ohio, feel that numbers were down. The Seal 
Is. Boreals, which are resident and numerous, had a very good year 
with counts of 60+ in August. 

The total number of WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCHES fell to 15 from 
last year's 24. All were at feeders, as usual. They are a rare 
bird indeed to encounter in the wild. The more common RED-BREASTED 
NUTHATCHES seemed to be steady, but no reports came in of the usual 
huge migrating flocks which can fill the woods with their musical(?) 
yanking. Al though BROWN CREEPERS nest in the province, summer records 
are always few. This year there are notes of fall birds only, six 
in total except for (a migration?) 15+ on Seal, Oct. 15. 

There may have been six HOUSE WRENS, or perhaps only three--all 
on islands. On Brier, single birds were seen, Sept. 10,11 and Oct. 
3 & 23--one, or four? The two were one each on Seal and Bon Portage. 

Unfortunately, WINTER WRENS were as low as is usual these days. 
There were two pairs;on Seal in mid-Aug. and in the fall there was 
1, Oct. 11, 5, Oct. 15, and 8, Oct. 16. The only mainland bird was 
heard singing(?) at Round Hill, Sept. 6 (SJF,BDM,IAM). 

The only MARSH WRENS were one, Oct. 10-15 on Seal and one at 
Hartlen Pt., Oct. 16. No SEDGE WRENS were noted. 

The deadline for this issue is somewhat early to catch the usual 
influx of NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRDS to suburbia. Most of those seen 
Sept.-Nov., were on islands--2 on Sable, 1 each on Brier and Seal. 
There were also singles at Wolfville and Yarmouth. 

There were two schools of thought about GREY CATBIRDS this sea
son. PRD at Eel Brook and Annie Raymond at Smith's Cove found them 
in good numbers as usual. Shirley Cohrs in Lun. Co. and W.E. White
head at Round Hill, found them extremely low in those areas. Perhaps 
a redistribution? The latest was seen Oct. 8, at White Rock (BLF). 

ROBINS THROUGH STARLINGS 

The departure of the AMERICAN ROBINS is easily traced from re
ports. A large flight (300) went through Cole Hbr., Aug. 23 and by 
Aug. 25 had reached Clyde River (FLL,JR,CDG). By Sept. 3 huge numbers 
were going through Tusket (CRKA). The next big wave was Sept 29-Oct. 
5, when 50-200 a day went through Paradise and there were 200 at 
Russel Lake (JM,CF). An enormous migration took place Oct 23-26.On 
the 23rd there were 5000 on Brier and "thousands flying high and low" 
in Lun. Co. (FLL,JSCT":"on Oct 26 there were 5000 "minimum" in the 
Pubnico area (CRKA. Things quieted down after that with some smaller 
numbers going through, 25 at Ste. Croix, Oct 31 and 50 at New Ross, 
Nov. 2 (MAC,KNK). For the third year in a row the Payzants at Waver
ley had a WOOD THRUSH singing behing their house (May 28). 

It was an exceptionally good yearfor HERMIT THRUSHES, and they 
were still in good number, singing, in mid-Sept. in Yar. Co. Four 
reporters told of October birds and an adult was still feeding young 
Oct. 18, at Paradise (JM). SWAINSON'S THRUSHES were quite well re
ported with late birds (2) at Brown's Brook, Lun. Co., Sept. 25 and 
South Mountain, Oct. 2 (JLC,PML) 

The single report of a GREY-CHEEKED THRUSH is from Waverley, Oct. 
5 (L&PP). Where all the C.B. reports? This is a common fall bird 
there. Very few people (8) reported VEERYS, but I'm sure they were 
there, in fact, Margaret Chessman wrote from Sandy Bottom Lake that 
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they outnumbered the Hermits this year and seemed to be the only 
thrush in the woods on warm evenings. 

George Perry saw a male EASTERN BLUEBIRD at Chester, Aug. 28, 
On Sept. 6, there was one at Barrington and on Oct. 24, six on Brier 
(no sexes given) a female appeared at Pond Cove, Brier, Nov. 22 (BD, 
IAM,RBS). 

A detailed description was sent by CRKA & PRD of a NORTHERN 
WHEATEAR at Argyle Head, Oct. 12. A possible brief sighting had been 
made several days earlier about 3 miles away, but this bird sat still 
on the railway line and "let us look at it, in amazement, for a good 
long time". 

Several peon le saw "2 or 3" BLlTE-Gl=IBY G!lATCATC!!ERS nn Brier, Sept. 
5-11 in various locations so it is possible there may have been more 
than three. The only other was on Seal, Oct. 10 (IAM). 

GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLETS really came out of the woods in late 
Sept. and became "abundant rather than common", "heard at every stop", 
"very numerous", throughout the region, particularly down the South 
Shore. There were 200+ on Brier, Oct. 23-24 and at press time they 
are all over the place. 

Their summer cousins, the RUBY-CROWNED KINGLETS seemed plentiful 
in their usual habitats. Last seen was "a pop-eyed immature in a 
mixed warbler-sparrow flock", in Yar. Co. (PRD). It is not unusual 
for one or two to stay to be counted at Christmas. 

This year no huge flocks of WATER PIPITS were seen. 
ed in small numbers in mid-Sept., peaked Oct. 20-23 (200 
and fell off again in early Nov. Last seen were singles 
Hill, Nov. 7, and Pond Cove, Nov. 22 (KNK,RBS). 

They appear
on Brier) 
at Cherry 

CEDAR WAXWINGS were very well documented and were in good number 
throughout the summer and fall. A wave of 120 passed through Seal, 
Aug. 22 and on the 28th, 50 juveniles arrived on Sable. They contin
ued to be seen in flocks averaging 30-35 right through to the end of 
October, especially in Yar. Co. A late flock of 25+ was at Windsor, 
Nov. 29 (MAC). 

The deadline is too early for many NORTHERN SHRIKE reports, but 
two got in under the wire. On, Nov. 28, at W. Pubnico and one, Dec. 
1 at Argyle Head (TC de'E, CRKA) 

Early in the season EUROPEAN STARLINGS were "as usual" but late 
in Oct. the annual huge flocks appeared. At Glace Bay "a moving 
carpet, one has hopes of winter thinning them out", at Pinkney's 
Pt. and Chebogue "l000's on l000's, wheeling, dipping, scattering and 
reforming", and in Halifax, a large flock of 500+ moving around the 
NW end. (SMacL,PRD,MAC). As I write this I realize I have one ·now 
trapped in my fireplace chimney and now face a messy task of salvat
ion. 

--JSC,ed. 

VIREOS 

An interestina visitor, the YELLOW-THROATED VIREO, showed up in 
Sept. , with one banded Sept. 4 by Ross Anderson on Brier Is.; one 
unbanded, well seen next day at Brier, by many observer·s (ELM,FLL et 
al,); and one, well seen, Sept. 18, on Bon Portage Is., reported by 
Stuart Tingley. 

RED-EYED VIREO, many reported throughout the season, was begin
ning to flock by late August and collecting on Brier Is., early in 
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September; seen also at that time on the Tusket Islands; last reports: 
one, Oct. 23, Cherry Hill (Cohrs); one, Oct. 29, Lr. Eel Brook, (CRKA) 

The SOLITARY VIREO, present in normal numbers this last 
was noted increasingly in early August, and last dates were: 
birds on Oct. 15, one, Oct. 16 on Seal Is. (BDM); one, (near 
summer nesting area) Oct. 20, at Sandy Cove (between Chester 
Chester Basin) by Ruth Hebb. 

summer 
two 

the 
and 

A PHILADELPHIA VIREO was seen and heard in June this year at 
Falmouth, noted by Roy John, who is familiar with this bird. A few 
others turned up at Brier Is., in Sept.: 1, Sept. 5 and 6 (FLL,PM, 
LEN) and 3-4 there Sept. 11-12 (SIT). 

One or two WARBLING VIREOS also appeared among the migrants on 
Brier Is., in Sept: seen at North Point by Stu Tingley, Edgar 
Spalding, Eric Mills, Fulton Lavender and Clarence Stevens II-

WOOD WARBLERS 

Twenty-eight species of warbler were reported this fall, our 
native twenty-two and six usual and unusual strays. 

Waves of BLACK-AND-WHITE WARBLERS were noted in late August, 
generally (more than usual in the Chester area, RDH), with many still 
around Baddeck Sept. 4 (GF) and none seen on Seal Is., in Oct. (when 
they normally should be there, according to Bruce Mactavish). The 
Meyerowitzes wrote that after a few individuals in the spring, no 
warblers were seen at St. Esprit, where they usually occur in l00's 
and l000's. 

The following three species of warbler are not native to Nova 
Scotia, but have been seen upon occasion, including this season: the 
PROTHONOTARY, two sightings, well seen at 10-12' by W.E. Whitehead 
at Round Hill, on Aug. 15: and another sighting of 1, on Sable Is., 
in mid-September by Zo~ Lucas (fide IAM); the GOLDEN-WINGED, a pale 
immature bird observed for 10 minutes at Broad Cove by Sylvia Fuller
ton and Barbara Hinds on Sept. 6: and several BLUE-WINGED WARBLERS; 
1, Aug. 21, on Seal Isl. (IAM); 1, banded on Brier Is., Sept. 4 by 
Ross Anderson, and 1-2 seen there next day which were not banded, by 
Fulton Lavender, Clarence Stevens II, Eric Mills, Stuai:i:Tingley and 
others. 

Fall TENNESSEE WARBLERS collected in 10' s and 2C' s in the Halifax 
area in August, reported by Fll and CS-II; last dates were of 3, in 
Oct. seen at Green Bay and Cherry Hill by the Cohrs, and on Brier Is., 
by Peter MacLeod. 

The ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER was sighted from September to November 
a small scattered flight: the Sept. 8 one on Brier Is. (PM,LEN); Oct. 
5, at Dartmouth (FLL); Oct. 16, at Seal Is., (BDM); Oct. 18, 3 birds, 
1 ad, 2 imm., at North Dartmouth (FLL); Oct. 23, 4 birds, 2 ad., 2 imm. 
on Brier Is., (FLL, David Lawley); Oct. 25, 1 Dartmouth (FLL) and the 
Nov. 7th at Grand Desert, Hfx. Co., 2 birds (ELM,IAM). 

NASHVILLE WARBLERS, probable migrants, passed through Waverley, 
Sept. 15, according to Linda and Peter Payzant; one was seen far out 
on the Tusket Is., trip, Sept. 18; FLL noted these birds in l0's 
around the Dartmouth area from Aug. 31 to Sept. 17: and 30+ were on 
Brier Is., Sept. 4-5. The last date was Oct. 9-16, 4 birds·on Seal 
Is. (BDM) . 

The PARULA WARBLER nested for the 11th successive year in the 
spruce tree beside the Gallagher's house on Brass Hill, Barrington. 
The nest was built late this summer according to JR & CD, and the 
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young left Aug. 5. Numbers of immature Parulas were noted very 
generally, with September dates of probable departure from Green 
Bay and the Tusket Islands. Shirley Cohrs wrote:" What makes some 
birds sing in the fall? Sept. 10-13, a Parula sang and sang, sur
rounded by his/her family--more of a lullaby than a love song?". 
The last dates were Oct 5, 15 and 24, one each on Seal Is., Oct. 24 
bird was at Petite Riviere (Cohrs and Purchases). 

The YELLOW WARBLER is another early migrant, most gone by early 
Sept. This bird is reported as plentiful in most regions although the 
Hamiltons of Pubnico found it very scarce--none nested as they usually 
do in the yard. It did however, nest as usual in the climbing rose 
at 23 Baker St., Yarmouth (MWH). Last date seen: Nov. 20 at Russel 
Lake, Dartmouth, noted by Chris Field. 

Fall dates for MAGNOLIAS are mostly in Sept., with 100+ reported 
on Brier Is., SEpt. 4-5; a later date, Oct. 16, at South Mountain (PM) 

Although our departure dates for the CAPE MAY are Aug. 23 (30+ 
at Cole Hbr.-Lawrencetown, FLL) to Sept. 6 (2, on Brier Is., PM,LEN), 
it apparently starts to leave before that, since William Townsent 
has sent us a record of 1, July 29, aboard the Bluenose en route to 
Bar Harbour. 

A wave of BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLERS went through Waverley, 
Aug. 8, near the house of L&PP; but migrants were mostly reported 
from late Sept. on: 1 male and 1 female, Sept. 29 at Wilmot (PM); 5 
Oct. 9-16 (2 of these adult males) at Seal (BDM) and one male, Oct. 
24, in an apple orchard near Kingston (RBS). 

Our year-round warbler, the YELLOW-RUMPED (or Myrtle) is report
ed "common" in Cape Breton (SM) to "frequent sightings in many local
ities in Shelburne Co." (CD&JRG); "everywhere" at Sandy Bottom Lake, 
Anna. Co. (MCC); to "very plentiful throughout August, young birds 
alighting on our veranda and roof" at Sandy Cove, Lun. Co. (RDH). 
Many, probably most of these birds migrate, and large flocks were 
noted through late August and September, l00's counted at Cole Hbr., 
etc., Aug. 23 (FLL) and in Yar. Co.,Sept. 9 (PRD); these flocks us
ually mixed with other warblers; Whitethroats, Chickadees, Nuthatches 
and Kinglets also, usually predominating among the small bird throng. 
On Seal Is., there was an early morning flight, Oct. 11, with 1000+ 
birds "flying north into a north wind over the island - perhaps these 
birds found themselves out over the ocean to the south of Seal at 
daybreak, and seeing land to the north of them it was natural for 
them to make for it, since warblers in night migrations seek land for 
safety in daylight ... ". Yellowrumps are still around in small groups, 
mostly feeding on the fairly good crop of bayberries. 

BLACK-THROATED GREENS were still singing in the woods by Sept. 1-, 
but disappeared shortly after this; 100+ at Brier Is., Sept. 4-5, un
doubtedly were on their way; last sightings at Waverley, Sept. 12, 
at Sandy Cove, Lun. Co., Sept. 21; then three, Oct. sightings: 6 
birds at Hartlen Pt., Oct. 6 (FLL); 9, on Seal Is., Oct. 9-16 (5, Oct. 
15 considered a high count for this time of year) (BDM), and 1, Oct. 
31, still at Lawrenceto,m, Hfx.~o. (Cohrs). 

One of the most strikingly beautiful of our warblers, the BLACK
BURNIAN, received six reports only for the season (which is more than 
usual at that), and its departure went un-noted, except for the poss
ible "wave" of around 10 individuals of this species counted Aug. 23 
at Cole Hbr. by FLL. 

Zol:! Lucas has reported a YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER, Aug. 28 at 
Sable Is.; and Ian McLaren reports a sighting of one of these stray 
warblers at Round Bay, Shel. Co., Sept 6, 1982. 
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The CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER was also sparsely reported, and only 
from the Halifax area and southwest of it, most gone by the end of 
Sept. There were 50+, Sept. 4-5 on Brier, and the latest report is 
of 2 individuals seen, Oct. 3-4 at Paradise (Jean Morse). 

BAY-BREASTED WARBLERS, like those above, were poorly reported, 
but thanks to FLL, we have some numbers: Cole Hbr.-Lawrencetown, 30+ 
Aug. 23; John Martin School 30+, Aug. 30; Albro Lake, 20+, Aug. 31; 
Brier Is., 30+, Sept. 4-5. Three very late individuals showed up at· 
Sydney the week of Nov. 17-20, noted there by Hedley Hopkins and Otis 
Cossi tt. 

BLACKPOLL WARBLERS were noted in migration only, from the Chester 
area during Sept. (RDH); the Halifax-Dartmouth area, in Sept; and 
Brier and Seal Islands: 10+, Sept. 5 on Brier (FLL) and "scarcer than 
normal, 4, Oct. 9-16, Seal Is."(BDM). 

Three PINE WARBLERS is more than usual, maybe: 1, a female, seen 
Sept. 29, at Wilmot by Peter MacLeod; 1, Oct. 22, in the cottage 
garden at Green Bay by Shirley Cohrs, and "males of this species were 
seen on Seal Is., Oct. 15-16, possibly the same bird twice" by EHC, 
SJF,BDM. 

A small incursion of PRAIRIE WARBLERS this fall numbered six 
birds: 2, Aug. 19, on Seal Is., (IA11); 1, banded on Brier Is., Sept. 
5 by Ross Anderson; 1, seen at Pond Cove, Brier Is. (not banded) Sept. 
10 (SIT); 1, Sept. 17 at Green Bay (JSC) and 1, Sept. 18 at Bon Port
age Is. (SIT). An earlier one was found on Seal Is., Aug. 22, by IAM. 

The Gallaghers write: "PALM WARBLER, single birds seen until 
Aug. 4, 1982, then maximum of 35 birds in scattered groups of 4-8 
along the Clyde River Road, on Aug. 30, in Shel. Co.". Following 
this are eight reports for Sept., from the Dartmouth area, Wilmot, 
Sandy Cove, Green Bay and four Yar. Co. locations, altogether adding 
up to 37 birds; last dates were in Oct.: Seal Is., Oct. 15; Oct. 26, 
Pubnico, and Oct. 31, Lawrencetown, Hfx. Co. (Cohrs). 

It is a curious thing that the OVENBIRD, one of our most abund
ant warblers, is seldom seen in migration. We have good numbers 
reported this year up to the end of Aug., yet, on the Sept. 4-5 Brier 
Is. trip FLL found only 10 (more or less) birds, and from Seal Is., 
Bruce Mactavish writes: 1, Oct. 15--"the Ovenbird was a very uncommon 
sight for the month, probably because it is so elusinve when not 
singing, rather than an early migrant". 

The NORTHERN WATERTHRUSH was seldom seen throughout the season, 
only six mentioned in reports, May to Sept.: 1, Aug. 20 at Tusket, 
(CRKA); 2, Aug. 21-22, Brier Is., (RBS) and 3, Aug. 23 at Lawrencetown 
(FLL), who also found 20+ of these birds, Sept. 4-5 at Brier Is. 

A KENTUCKY WARBLER was found trapped in a shed at Bon Portage Is. 
on Labor Day weekend; it was well described by Susan Johnson, an orn
ithology student from Acadia University (reported to SIT). 

The MOURNING WARBLER was last noted in July at Ben Oin by Nancy 
More; 3 and 2 on Aug. 4 and 7 respectively at Big Bras d'Or by Alan 
MacLeod; thereafter in late Aug. and Sept. in small numbers in 
Hfx., Lun., Shel., and Yar. Counties; the last was seen Sept. 19, an 
adult male in Dartmouth (FLL). 

The COMMON YELLOWTHROAT remains one of our most abundant warblers 
universally present according to reports. Numbers built up in late 
August, continued high in Sept, with 70+, Sept. 4-5 at Brier; 20+ at 
John Martin School, Dartmouth, Sept. 14 and again Sept. 17: 30+ there 
Sept. 18 (FLL); and 23 counted Sept. 13 at Argyle Head, by CRKA. We 



28 

have one October record: 1, Oct. 6, at Queensland, and 1, Nov. 3 at 
Lawrencetown, both reported by Keith Keddy. 

A few YELLOW-BREASTED CHATS stopped off in Nova Scotia this fall 
as usual: 2 in Dartmouth, Sept. 7, 1, there Sept. 15 (FLL); 1, Sept. 
25 at SEal Is., seen by Eric Mills; 1, Oct. 10-12 at SEal (EHC,SJF, 
FLL,BDM). Bruce says the Yellowthroat was seen almost daily on Seal, 
Oct. 9-16, with 10, Oct. 15, the biggest day. One other Chat was 
"well seen in JirnWolford's back yard in Wolfville, Nov. 11", report
ed by Richard Stern. One even later, Nov. 14, at McNab's Is. (James 
McLaren). 

The WILSON'S WARBLER, not numerous in Nova Scotia, takes an 
early departure as a rule, this year noted Aug. 21 at Big Bras d'Or 

AM,) ,then Aug. 24 at Waverley, one in a mixed group of warblers (L & 
PP), also in Hfx Co. locations, by FLL, up to Sept. l; 1, seen Sept. 
8 at Glace Bay by Sara MacLean, and good numbers noted at Brier Is., 
(80+) Sept. 4-5. 

The CANADA WARBLER is also seldom seen and leaves early judging 
by the few reports received, only half-a-dozen for the season, but 
well distributed: 1, Aug. 8 at Waverley, noted at their place by the 
Payzants; Ruth Hebb had a couple of immatures near her house at 
Sandy Cove, Lun. Co., Aug. 12; AM saw a female Canada, Aug. 9, a male 
Aug. 19, at Big Bras d'Or, and FLL counted 10 on Aug. 23 at Cole Hbr.
Lawrencetown. 

Many reports of the AMERICAN REDSTART assure us that it was pres
ent as usual this season in good numbers. It's departure took place 
most notably in Sept., but some must leave much earlier than that, as 
a Redstart was among the Bluenose passengers, Yar. to Bar Hbr., July 
29, according to Bill Townsend of Sorrento, Me., Editor of Guillemot, 
who kindly supplies us with birds of the ferry crossings from time to 
time. One episode of the fall migration, always dramatic here for 
the warblers, and changing drastically from day to day, is best des
cribed in Eric Mills' report from Brier Is.: "Sept. 2, fog and rain 
set in early a.m., grounding thousands of warblers all over the is
land. Every thicket was alive with birds, especially Northern Water
thrushes, Ovenbirds, Magnolias, Black-throated Greens, Redstarts. 
These grounded birds stayed at least through Sept. 4". 

ICTERIDS 

The BOBOLINK is universally present now and was well reported 
May through July; first migrants arriving on Seal Is., Aug. 21 (IAM). 
Delisle d'Entremont counted 400-500 at Lr. W. Pubnico, Aug. 28, and 
it was possibly one of these birds which, over-eager perhaps, made 
the mistake of landing on board the Bluenose ferry, unfortunately on 
the way from Bar Harbor to Yarmouth. On Sept. 6, there were 500 
Bobolinks on Brier Is., "many migrating" according to ELM, and later 
birds were seen II l to 2 almost daily, Oct. 9-15 on Seal Is. 11 (BDM); 
and one lingerer seen flying over Brier, Nov. 7 by SIT. 

Four EASTERN MEADOWLARK the only ones reported this fall were 
2, Oct. 14 at Seal Is., (EHC, SJF); 1, Oct. 23 at Crescent Beach , 
(Cohrs & Purchases) and 1, Nov. 11 at Lr. W. Pubnico (RSd'E). 

The YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD is becoming regular here, and was 
seen this summer, Aug. 28, at Brier Is., an imm. male in a mowed 
hayfield with Cowbirds (SIT,EPS). This one or another· (again an imm. 
male) was noted Sept. 5 at Northern Point, Brier Is., (FLL), and 
another irnm. male "recognizably different" on Sept. 11 (SIT). A 
Yellow-headed Blackbird was seen on Bon Portage Is. in early Sept. by 
Colin MacKinnon; another, photographed alone on a rooftop at Prospect, 
Sept. 21 (MRM), and another adult male was noted on Seal Is., Oct. 
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15-15 (SJF,EHC,BDM). 

Reports of the REDWINGED BLACKBIRD continue, July through Nov., 
and vary from "as usual" in Cape Breton (SM) to "numerous all summer" 
at Halifax (RBD), to "none seen, June to Sept., these birds seem to 
have disappeared from McKay's Lake area and the Roseway River", Shel. 
Co. (JR&CDG); and only one report from Digby Co and one from Yar. Co. 
until Nov. Big Oct. flocks numbered for example: 500+ at Brier Is. 
Oct. 23-24 (FLL), and 400 at Black River, Kings Co., Oct. 29 (BLF). 
There were a few on Seal Is., Oct. 9-16 (BDM), but the majority of 
reports are for Nov.: one at Waverley, Hfx. Co., of a flock of about 
20, Nov. 7 L&PP), the rest all from Yar. Co., Nov. 2-17, of short 
incursions of 1-ZS birds (E&VH,DJd'E,MWH,PRD). A curious anomaly in 
the bird world was a bald Rodwing, (ED), no feathers at all on its 
head, observed in West Lawrencetown Marsh, June 1 and again June 23 
by members of the Department of Lands and Forests: D&S Archibald, A. 
Macinnis and L. Benjamin. The bird, they said, looked like a Turkey 
Vulture! 

Eighteen reports of the NORTHERN ORIOLE is encouraging. Half of 
these reports are for Aug. 19 to 30, and came from the Halifax area 
through the Valley to Yarmouth Co (PM,E&VH,FLL,GDP). Sept. (4-5) 
birds were on Brier Is. (ELM,PM,LEN), with 1, Sept. 24 on a Bluenose 
crossing (Mike Lucey) . At SE al Is., there were 4, Oct. 13, 3, Oct. 
15, found by EHC,SJF,BD~, and Bruce (BDM) says they were all different 
birds. In Nov. Sylvia Fullerton saw a Northern Oriole (Nov. 13) at 
Broad Cove; HEH noted on (female) Oriole, Nov. 21 at Sydney, and 
Marg. Clark reports an Oriole showing the characteristics of the Bull
ock's race; she wrote: " my first thought was 'there's so much orange 
and it doesn't have a black head': Indeed as we watched it pecking 
at the apples on the ground and then in the tree, I was struck by 
the amount of orange on its head and the large white patch on its 
wing. It certainly fit the description by Peterson and had more of 
the features of the Bullock's than Baltimore!" ... Ian McLaren says 
there are still 3 Northern Orioles in Halifax, Dec. 3, 1982. 

The RUSTY BLACKBIRD, although according to reports present as 
usual in the summer, slipped by unnoticed this fall--to become "the 
commonest Blackbird on SEal Is., Oct. 9-16, seen daily with highest 
counts 30, Oct. 10, 75, Oct. 11, 15, Oct. 15" (as counted by the NSBS 
Field Party there atthe time, and reported by BDM). On Sept. 20 at 
St. Esprit, Rainer and Sandra Meyerowitz found a Rusty Blackbird 
killed at the window--a bird with dark eyes.(This sounds like a female 
Brewer's, or an imm. Rusty--?). 

The COMMON GRACKLE was present in usual good numbers throughout 
the season, and universally distributed. In Cape Breton a large 
flock formed Aug. 10 and "remained for over a week at Glace Bay, 
sweeping around, with a few Cowbirds and Redwings mixed in" ( SM) . 
At Waverley, Hfx. Co. "a big flock passed through on Sept. 20 (L&PP), 
and by Oct. 23-24, there were over 1000 at Brier (FLL). Many were left 
on the mainland however, for example 60, Nov. 2 at New Ross (KNK); 18, 
Nov. 25 at Sydney (HEH), and small flocks of 6-10 Nov. 10-20 in Yar. 
Co. (MWH,CRKA). Grackles are still around now (Dec. 1) and some 
usually stay all winter. 

The BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD, greatly reduced in visibility during 
the summer, returned to view in Aug.--(where did they come from? 
there were some seen on a Bluenose crossing, Gulf of Me., July 29. 
Aug. 6, the Gallaghers had 60 on the lawn at Brass Hill; Sept. 6 
there were 400 at Grand Pre (Roy John) , thereafter, smaller ·flocks ( 12, 
20) noted through October, Yarmouth to Pubnico; and then 300, Nov. 17, 
at White Rock Mountain, Kings Co. (BLF). It is hard to say what 
proportion of our Cowbirds leave us in winter, maybe none at all; 
they will soon be settle in at feeders, where unfortunately they are 
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not very welcome. 

A note from Eric Mills suggests strongly that some of our Cowbirds 
do leave here in the winter: "Nov. 14, Brier Is., sky cleared after a 
Southerly gale the preceding day. On a northwest wind thousands of 
blackbirds passed the island from 0730 to around 1200, going NE from 
SW of the island (returning from the sea); majority were Grackles 
with a few hundred Cowbirds, several tens of Redwinged Blackbirds. 
Only a few flocks stopped on the island." 

TANAGERS 

Another SCARLET TANAGER to add to our spring list was a (singing) 
male, May 29 at Waverley at the Payzants' house. Three of these were 
seen in the fall: 1, a female, Aug. 31 at Albro Lake, Dartmouth (FLL) 
1, Sept. 5 at Round Bay (IAM) and 1, the same day, Sept. 5 at Brier 
Is. (SIT). 

FRIGILLIDS 

In our July issue we mentioned a female CARDINAL at Lr. W. 
Pubnico in May (RSd'E). Shortly after this we received a report of 
a male, June 1, in the same area (Barbara Hayward), which could bring 
our spring total to 10 Birds. This fall we have only two reports: 1, 
a male, feeding on rose hips at Cape Forchu Nov. 1, (E&BR); and 1, 
a female, Nov. 9-10 at Middle w. Pubnico (TCD'E). 

The only true migrant in this group, the ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK, 
does not seem to have reached Cape Breton until May, but a nest was 
found at Big Pond, Big Bras d'Or, June 1, 1982, (Albert MacKay), and 
5 of these birds were seen in the vicinity on Aug. 20. At Amherst 
CD had 10, Aug. 27 in the garden; at Round Hill, Anna. Co., WEW had 
8 at a time in July, and then 4, Aug. 29; at St. Croix, Hants Co. 
MAC had 6-8 (all immatures) Aug. 6-22, and GDP found 1, Aug. 30 out 
on Big Tancook. FLL counted over 20 at Brier Is., Sept. 4-5, and JSC 
noted 1, "gorging off chokecherries",Sept. 12, at Green Bay. There 
have been no later reports. This large showy grosbeak maintains its 
fair-sized population here, possibly because of its lack of select
iveness in diet. 

One BLUE GROSBEAK, an imm. male, our only record this year, was 
seen Sept. 4, at Eastern Passage by Fulton Lavender. 

The fall flight of the INDIGO ::nmTsfNG may have started in July, 
when 2 were seen at Donkin by Hedley Hopkins; one female, Sept. 24 at 
Seal Is. (NSBS) and 6 there Oct. 13-16 (EHC,SJF,BDM) plus 1, ad. male, 
Oct. 24 at Brier (FLL,DL) seeDs to be its extent. 

Another regular stray (splinter migration in the fall), the 
DICKCISSEL was seen in Cape Breton (at least 3, but exact number and 
date not given) by HEH, Oc; 1, (maybe 4?) at Seal Is. on Oct, 9, 11, 
14 and 15 (Roy John, EHC, SJF,BDM). (BDM thinks 3, anyhow). 

Single EVENING GROSBEAKS were noted July to October in various 
places scattered over the province, but flocks did not appear until 
November, when they became widespread, numbering 4 to 40 birds per 
flock--but as visitors only; had not settled by the end of that month, 
according to reports received from G. Crowell, HEH(Glace Bay and 
Sydney); Jean Morse (Paradise); RBS (Kentville); KNK (New Ross to 
Hammonds Plains); CRKA (Argyle and Tusket); E&VH (Pubnico) and MWH 
(Yarmouth). 

Without doubt, we can now claim the Evening Grosbeak as a native, 
as the following note from the Lockharts of Lockartville, gives emph
atic evidence: "On Dec. 23rd of last year we were visited by a pair 
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of Evening Grosbeaks. The next day the flock arrived, numbering 45+ 
at a count. They continued to visit us daily all winter and spring, 
and by May were pairing off, with the males very solicitious towards 
the females. In June, very few females were seen, in July the occas_ 
ional one came. On July 19, they began to arrive with their young. 
From then, until the middle of August we were inundated with adults 
and young, after which their numbers began to decrease, until all 
adults were gone by the first of September, and the immatures were 
gone on the lBth ..• On August 3, a young Grosbeak knocked itself out 
at the window, and as it seemed to have difficulty flying, it was 
necessary to keep it caged. We had Cyril Coldwell band this bird and 
placed a dab of red fingernail polish on its back to make it recogniz
able. We released it on the 8th, and it continued to visit us until 
the lBth--we assume it has survived ... On Nov. 12th, we were visited 
by 2 male Evening Grosbeaks, and now are up to 4 males and 1 female. 
Hopefully we will have the same success this winter as last. 11 -D&GL. 

Like the Evening Grosbeak, the PURPLE FINCHES return to us in 
winter. Once the young are raised in July and August (often brought 
to feeders at this time), moulting starts and these finches disappear 
(who blames them,they look terrible!). This year, as last, sightings 
of Purple Finches became usual in Nov. with wide variations in number 
seen (2-200). Now, Dec. 1, Purple Finches are still scattered, 
sightings by chance. 

Another note from the Lockharts seems applicable: "On May 1st, 
a male Purple Finch arrived and from then on we were blessed with at 
least 12, 6 in bright red plumage. On Aug. 23rd, they brought the 
first fluttering young, and for the next two weeks we were treated to 
a feeder full of adults and young. By the middle of August the males 
were evidently moulting; by the 6th of Sept. no more red males were 
to be seen, and by the 18th the rest had departed. 11 --D&GL. 

As far as we are aware, the last record of the HOUSE FINCH is 
the one of a male bird at 23 Baker St., Yarmouth, June 19-21.(MWH). 

The PINE GROSBEAK came out of retirement with the ripening of 
the Rowan berries in September; sightings, always chancy, became more 
frequent, especially later when the Canadian holly also turned crimson 
with fruit, an abundant crop this year. 

REDPOLLS have not been seen so far this fall; the last report 
was of 1 or 2, June 10 at St. Esprit (R&JM). 

PINE SISKINS stayed around all season but numbers decreased in 
most places; in fact, in all reported except for the Sandy Cove 
(Marriott's Cove) area, where, to quote Ruth Hebb: "A great many 
Siskins around here this summer and fall--more than I can remember 
before. In June, July, August, I saw them quite frequently but just 
1-3 at a time. In September and October they have been in greater 
numbers, often with Goldfinches. There have been mixed flocks of 
Siskins, Goldfinches, sometimes Purple Finches, Juncos, Yellow-rumped 
Warblers, etc., on Oct. 20, 21,22 and 28. I judged a flock of at 
least 40 birds Oct. 21." Again from the Lockharts: "On July 28 a 
Pine Siskin showed up at the feeder, and from then on numbers increas
ed to about 18, feeding daily. On Sept; 2nd they began to bring their 
young, and were seen feeding their shaky babies until the 13th of 
Sept., when they departed (chased off by the bluejays?)". 

Some of our year-round.finches may carry out a small "normal" 
(N to S) migration in the fall, but it is difficult to define, espec
ially with the AMERICAN GOLDFINCH, which was seen around all summer 
and flooded the country from August on; so that the 100 counted on 
Seal in Oct., may have been part of the overall population. Flocks 
of 60-100 have been reported, Sydney to Yarmouth, increasing in the 
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latter area as the alder seeds become available (an inexhaustible 
supply of those generally) ... Thanks to the Lockharts again, we have 
a nesting record for the Goldfinch: " •.. On Aug. 23, a male Goldfinch 
brought two very shaky young to the feeder for a visit. On Aug. 21, 
we came upon a Goldfinch nest at Oak Island, Avonport, containing 5 
unhatched eggs. The nest was about five feet from the ground in a 
low tree. On the 28th, two eggs were hatched and by the 18th of 
Sept., the nest was empty but for one infertile egg."--D&GL. 

The RED CROSSBILL and the WHITE-lHNGED CROSSBILL have each re
ceived four reports this fall, 4 Reds noted 12-15 White-winged. There 
will probably be more of these birds around this winter, with the 
extra good cone crop on the evergreens. The Red Crossbills were seen 
in Shel. Co. {JR&CDG); Kings Co. (BLF) and Lun. Co. (RDH,JSC); and 
the White-winged in Lun. Co. (RDH,JSC); and Yar. Co. (Ethelda Murphy 
at Pubnico and BDM on Seal Is. (2 birds at Seal). 

The RUFOUS-SIDED TOWHEE invaded Seal Is., in October, up to 10, 
"coming in on a west wind"--all bright males and seen there from Oct. 
9-16 by EHC,SJF, BDM. Two other Towhees were seen later, 1, Oct. 31 
at Cherry Hill (Barbara Hinds and Sylvia Fullerton); and 1, Nov. 4 at 
East Pubnico (Ethelda Murphy and George Reede) . 

An "IPSWICH SPARROW" was seen Oct. 19, on Conrad's Beach by the 
Cohrs, maybe the last of the migrants. One, a female, nested there 
on Conrad's Beach, this last summer, mated with a Savannah, according 
to Ian McLaren; who gives us the estimated Ipswich population on their 
home ground, Sable Is., for this summer as around 2000. 

The SAVANNAH SPARROW remained numerous and visible throughout the 
summer, mostly in coastwise areas, but 20-25 per day on Seal Is., 
Oct. 9-16 (BDM), and still 2-3 at Cherry Hill Beach, Nov. 7 (KNK). 

It is unusual to see a GRASSHOPPER SPARROW ashore in Nova Scotia 
(unusual anywhere in Nova Scotia for that matter) but R.B. Dickie 
found one at Russell Lake,Dartmouth,"sitting in a bush in clear sight" 
June 20 (1982, for the record). The one place where these visitors 
can be more or less regularly found is Seal Is., in the fall, and 
this year 2 were seen there, Sept. 25 (ELM), and 6, Oct. 10; down to 
3, Oct. 15 (EHC,SJF,BDM). 

The SHARP-TAILED SPARROW was well reported June to November this 
year. It has a short season here, being one of the last of our mig
rants to arrive in spring, and most of them on the way back by late 
August. CRKA heard some "still in song" (if you could call it that) 
Aug. 16, in the Yarmouth area, but JSC reported most "seem to have 
departed between Aug. 22 and 29, both along the Board-walk at Reisser's 
Beach and at Cherry Hill". Roy John found three Sharptails at Grand 
Pre, ,:July 31; 6 there Aug. l, and 6, at Conrad's Beach, Aug. 14. Ones 
and 2's were noted through Sept. and Oct. (2, on Seal Is., Oct. 11) 
and 1, Nov. 4, at Hartlen Pt., Hfx. Co., is the latest date given-
again, Roy John. 

Total VESPER SPARROWS reported for the summer: 5, June-July at 
Mira, Sydney, Coxheath (HEH); 1, Aug. 9, at Wilmot (PM), and 3, Aug. 
19 at Round Hill (WEW). Departing birds of this species were seen 
in Oct.: 1, Oct. 1 at Cook's Beach (flying about forlornly in the 
wind and the mist, all by itself at the end of the beach" (CRKA); 2, 
Oct. llonSealis.: 1, still there Oct. 14-15 (BDM);-1, last one, Oct. 
19, at Lr. W. Pubnico (RSd'E). 

The NORTHERN JUNCO was seen regularly and in good numbers all 
summer, everywhere in the province; and the second week in August, 
many young (brown) ones appeared, generally. A curious observation 
comes from Keith Keddy, who wrote, "still lots of Juncos by Oct. 5 .•. 
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but dropped off to nil during that month at my Hammonds Plains feed
ers". The same thing happened at Lr. Eel Brook; (PRO) but at Round 
Hill, in the Valley, WEW had the exact opposite happen: 11, Juncos, 
Oct. 8 up to 2 6, Oct. 2 7. At Seal Is. , BDM reports: "1 to 5 Juncos 
per day, Oct. 9-14 was very low, but 75, Oct. 15 after the first west 
winds was more normal". Numbers are coming up again in November at 
Hammonds Plains and in the Yarmouth area, with "dozens" at MacKinnon's 
Neck Nov. 5, and a flock of 9, all immatures, feeding along the road
side at Argyle Head, Nov. 24 (PRO). 

Early sightings of the TREE SPARROW are: 1, Oct. 24 at Brier Is. 
(FLL); 3, Oct. 27 at Sydney (HEH), and 1, Oct. 29 at Argyle Head, Yar. 
Co. (CRKA). In November 1-4 per sighting came from Hfx. Co.(KNK,CF); 
Round Hill, Anna Co.(WEW); Amherst (CD); Green Bay, Lun. Co. (J&S 
Cohrs); Pinkney's Pt. and Tusket (CRKA), who also reported one more 
sighting Dec. 1, at Argyle Head of 3 of these birds. No doubt there 
are more to come, let's hope for the Christmas Count, and they are 
apparently well distributed--each his own fair share. 

The CHIPPING SPARROW was lightly reported for the summer, 1982, 
but seems to have had a successful breeding season, if fall reports 
are any indication. Flocking was noted in Sept., but the big migrat
ion movement was in Oct.: 10 to 30 per day, Oct. 9-14 and 60+ on the 
16th at Seal Is. (BDM); on Oct. 23 DJd'E saw three Chippies at Lr. 
W. Pubnico; on the same day MWH saw 7-8 at 23 Baker St., Yarmouth, 
and on the same day (Oct. 23) FLL counted over 400 along Digby Neck 
and on Brier Is. Roadside flocks were still to be seen in Yar. Co., 
Oct. 25 (CRKA), and two late dates are: 1, Nov. 7, at Cherry Hill 
(KNK) and 2, Nov. 13, at Petite Riviere (Cohrs). 

The FIELD SPARROW was seen only on Brier and Seal Islands this 
season; Bruce Mactavish writes: "West winds in mid- Oct. are sure to 
bring the Field Sparrow to Seal Is., in good numbers for a vagrant. 
During the period Oct. 9-16, no Field Sparrows were seen, until the 
first west wind, then 8, on Oct. 14, 11, Oct. 15, seen by E. Cooke, 
S. Fullerton, B. Mactavish .•. ". On Oct. 23, at Brier Is., FLL counted 
5 Field Sparrows. There have been no other reports. 

A very small flight of the WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW is indicated by 
a number of October reports, the earliest, Oct. 6, at Hartlen Pt. 
where FLL saw one Imm.: at Round Hill, Oct. 13 WEW observed 3; and 
at Broad Cove, Oct. 18, SJF saw 1, only. These three reports were all 
for mainland Nova Scotia. BDM writes: "extremely scarce on Seal Is., 
Oct. 9-16, the probable reason being the complete lack of cold NW 
winds and little if any west wind. During this same time period on 
Seal in recent falls, this observer has frequently seenl00-400+ White
crowned Sparrows in a; day" •.. It is interesting that the three White
crowned Sparrows that BDM saw in this period this year were all ad
ults. In past years adults made up no more than 5% of the total pop
ulation group going through Seal Is., In Oct ••.. On Brier Is., Oct. 
23-24, FLL and David Lawley saw 2 Imm. and 2 ad. White-crowned Spar
rows. 

The WHITE-THROATED SPARROW, according to reports, is present in 
about the same numbers as last year (but still lower than in years 
previous--about 3/5 as many). In Cape Breton HEH and OC report 20 
sightings in the Sydney-Mira area for the summer; RBD found them 
"numerous" in the Halifax area throughout the season; but MCC wrote 
that they were "noticably absent around the Milford Lakes this summer". 
and KNK wrote, "1, Oct. 2 at Hammonds Plains (feeder)--surely they 
must have been down this year!" In Yarmouth and Shel. Cos., in July 
and August they virtually disappeared (Gallaghers, PRD)--to return in 
Sept. when several started to sing--a wavering, thin song, but un
doubtedly the "Canada Bird". They were seen in l's and 2's through 
Oct: by KNK and Chris Field in the Halifax area, by Mary Lou Raymond 
at Bear River, Digby Co., E&VH at Pubnico and MWH at Yarmouth; at 
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Seal, 5-30 per day, Oct. 9-14, not many then, but 150 Oct. 15 after 
west winds, which BDM called "more respectable". A few November 
flocks have been reported on the mainland, and have gone up to 8 birds 
per, which looks hopeful for the winter. 

The FOX SPARROW stopped briefly on its way through Nova Scotia 
this fall: 1, Oct. 23, at Cherry Hill (JSC); 5, Oct. 23-24 at Brier 
Is., (FLL,DL); 1, Oct. 27 at Lr. W. Pubnico (RSd'E), 2 seen there 
Oct. 28 by Jd'E. These were all coastwise sightings in southwest 
Nova Scotia, Oct. 23-28 inclusive. 

There were 11 LINCOLN'S SPARROWS counted on the Larry's River 
BBS in June, but there have been few sightings reported since then: 
1, July 17 and 1, Aug. 14 on NSBS Field Trips in Cape Breton, also 
six sightings with a high count of 2, Aug. 7 and 9 at Big Bras d'Or 
(AM); 1-2 per sighting in Dartmouth areas Sept. 12, 17125 and Oct. 27 
(FLL); and Seal Is.: "the Lincoln's Sparrow, like most other passer
ines was very scarce on Seal Is., during a period of NE winds but 
mainly clear weather Oct. 9-14, with one one seen. But after west 
winds, Oct. 15, ~ were seen on the island". (BDM). 

The SWAMP SPARROW, present as usual, started its migration 
(perhaps) July 29, when one was a passenger on the Bluenose ferry (WT) 
None seems to be noted in Aug. but FLL got a count of 10+ near Dart
mouth, Sept. 20; JL&JS Cohrs a count of 15±, Oct. 19, also near 
Dartmouth, and on Seal Is., it was "seen daily Oct. 9-16, with peaks 
of 35, Oct. 11 and 50, Oct. 15 (BDM). 

Number and distribution of SONG SPARROWS seem to be as usual. 
These birds arrive early and leave late, and a few of course, will 
winter here. Song Sparrows, like the Whitethroats, took to the 
woods in summer, but showed up again in Sept., with more in Oct., the 
dates, Oct. 4 and 5 (reports on) noticably show more around--with 
several singing, albeit a short and quavering attempt. (The Meyer
owitzes of St. Esprit say they heard no song of the Song Sparrow this 
year for the first time, the first time in 21 years.) Flocks as a 
rule have not been large, 5-8 birds mostly, except on Seal Is., 
where "during the period Oct. 9-16 peaks of 40, Oct. 10 and 40, Oct. 
15 occurred. 

Sightings of the LAPLAND LONGSPUR are as usual few--five altoget
her, representing 19 individual birds, as follows: 2, Oct. 3, Cherry 
Hill Beach (ELM,SJF); 2, Oct. 6 at Hartlen Pt. (FLL&DL); l,Oct. 9-10 
at Seal Is. (NSBS); 8, Oct. 15 at Hemeons Head (D7JY); 1, a male, 
Oct. 30 at Grand Pre-(Roy John); 1, Nov. 4-5, Hartlen Pt. (RJ,FLL); 
and 2, Nov. 7, Cherry Hill Beach (KNK). 

The first record of the SNOW BUNTING comes, oddly enough, from 
Seal Is., 3-4 birds Oct. 9-16. Other October sightings were later 
and very generally scattered--from Pubnico to the Cape Breton High
lands National Park; from Port L'Hebert to the Grand Pre dykes (TCD'E, 
JD'E,T. Reynolds, F. Millette, D&JY,BLF); flocks composed of 1-50 
individuals. Twice as many reports came in November, with much 
larger flocks. the biggest being 250, Nov. 11 at Cherry Hill (Cohrs); 
and 500±, also Nov. 11, at Chebogue Pt. (Eric and Barbara Ruff). We 
have no further reports of the Snow Buntings, but small flocks are 
still around at Pinkney's Pt. for example, and doubtless at many 
other such favorite feeding places in the province. Our next report 
will feature the results of the CBC;s, and that will tell the tale. 

Good luck, all-- PRD, ed. 
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Contributors to the above report are: C.R.K.Allen; Doug. Archibald 
s. Archibald; Hester and John L. Bates; Lawrence Benjamin; R.G.S. 
Bidwell; J. Blair; P. Boucher; Theresa Bunbury; Pat and Bob Caldwell; 
Margaret C. Chessman; P. Norman Chesterfield; Margaret Churchill; 
Margaret A. Clark, John, Shirley and Lis~ Cohrs; Ralph D. Connor; Eric 
H. Cooke; Otis Cossitt; George Crowell; Edyth and Clarence Davis; Con 
Desplanque; Jerome D1Eon; Ted C. D'Eon; Delisle J. d'Entremont; Ray
mond S. d'Entremont; R. B. Dickie; P. R. Dobson; Allison Ferguson; 
Chris Field; B. Fisher; Bernard L. Forsythe; Graham Fraser; Roberta B. 
Fraser; S. J. Fullerton; J.R. and C.D. Gallagher; A· Gibbs; C. Gibson/ 
Helen and Courtney Gilliatt; Neil Goodrich, June Graves; Alex Gray; 
Helen Hall; Ross Hall; Edgar and Vernita Hamilton; Barbara Hayward; 
Ruth D. Hebb; C.W. Helleiner; Marion W. Hilton; Barbara Hinds; Hedley 
E. Hopkins; Ralphs. Johnson; Roy John; Keith N. Keddy; Vernon Keddy; 
J. King; Fulton L. Lavender; David Lawley; Don and Glenda Lockhart; 
Mike Lucey, Students of the MacDonald Consolidated School; Mary Mac
Donald; A. Macirmis; Albert MacKay; Pamela MacKay; Larry MacKenzie; 
Colin MacKinnon; Ian A. McLaren, James McLaren; Mary A. MacLean; 
Sara MacLean; Alan MacLeod; Peter MacLeod; Cecelia MacNeil; Jack 
McNeil; Robert C. MacNeil; E. MacRury; Bruce D. Mactavish; David M. 
Mark; Eldon Meikle; Sandra, Rainer, Jan Meyerowitz; F. Millette; Eric 
L. Mills; Nancy More; Jean Morse; D. Neal; Larry E. Neily; Linda and 
Peter Payzant; W. Peach; George D. Perry; Don and Joyce Purchase; Jim 
Purdy; Annie K. Raymond; Kelsey and Mary Lou Raymond; George Reede; 
T. Reynolds; Frank F. Robertson; Veralyn Rogers; E. Rooney; Barbara 
and Eric Ruff; Les A. Rutherford; Barbara Shaw; Edgar P. Spalding; 
F. L. Spalding; Richard and Elizabeth Stern; Clarence StevensII; Con 
White; W. E. Whitehead; David and Joan Young. 

Many of the birding areas in Nova Scotia "crop up" regularly in 
the reports. To prevent repetition of the locations of these areas 
in the body of the text, we include this list of references: 

Yarmouth Co. 
(Yar. Co.) 

Shelburne Co. 
(Shel. Co.) 

Queen's Co. 

Lunenburg Co. 
(Lun. Co.) 

Halifax Co. 
(Hfx. Co.) 

Digby Co. 

Colchester Co. 
(Col. Co.) 

Annapolis Co. 
(Anna. Co.) 

Kings Co. 

Cumberland Co. 
(Cumb. Co.) 

APBS 
JLNWA 
CBHNP 
CC or CBC's 

South Belleville, Surette's Is., Arcadia, Abram's 
River, Pinkney's Point, Tusket, Cranberry Head, 
Ee 1 Brook 

Cape Sable Is., Matthews Lake 

Port Joli, Port Hebert, Caledonia 

Cherry Hill, Broad Cove, Petite Riviere, Green Bay, 
Crousetown, Cre~cent Reach, Bayport, Lower LaHave 

Three Fathom Hbr., Conrad's Beach, Lawrencetown, Cole 
Hbr., Moose land, Rocky Run, Conrad's Road, Queensland 

Brier Is., Smith's Cove, Sandy Cove 

Economy, Brule, Bass River 

Wilmot, Round Hill, Paradise 

Wolfville, Greenfield, Melanson, Canard, Lockhartville 
Black River Lake, Gaspereau, South Mountain 

Lusby Marsh, Upper Nappan 

Amherst Point Bird Sanctuary 
John Lusby National Wildlife Area 
Cape Breton Highlands National Park 
Christmas Counts or Christmas Bird Counts 



PLANNING A BIRD TRIP AND HOW TO "BAKE" BREAD FOR BIRDS 

Many field trips are initiated in mid-winter by referring to 
maps of Nova Scotia. In - addition to "Where to Find the Birds in 
Nova Scotia", the planner should also have "A Map of the province 
of Nova Scotia", 1979, available from the Nova Scotia Book Store 
in Halifax. Although the scale is one inch to 3.95 miles the com
pact edition covers all of N.S. and provides the user with a better 
answer than a provincial road map in easy to access format. Location 
of the different areas in which the following photographs were taken 
are easily found in this compact map book. 

One of the routes with great appeal to me is Amherst to Canso, 
along the shore route. This is a large area and three weeks may not 
do justice but.would provide much for the birder or photographer at 
any time of the year. I had the pleasure of spending six days from 
September 27 to October 2, marshing about between Cape John and Cape 
George. No such area can_be adequately covered in this short span 
of time. Those who live within shouting distance of this coastline 
would be well rewarded by repeated visits to the many attractive 
spots and many hot bird spots along this coast. 

The Mourning Dove by Lis~ Cohrs was shot at Wilmont during the 
past summer. Is this a single bird or part of a group such as that 
which inhabits the back yard of the Purchase's in ·Dartmouth almost 
year round? 

Hedley Hopkins discovered that the trout caught and returned 
attitude was not shared by the resident Cape Breton Bald Eagles. This 
one recaught the trout before it could regain protective depth. You 
don't nave to have the carcass of a moose to attract a Bald ~agle, 
but if you want to attract more than one, have a barrel of fish per 

-day. The young Cedar Waxwing is worthy of comment. For several 
years the Dartmouth area and my back yard have always had a flock 
ranging from 25-50 adults. This past summer the only ones I saw 
were at Cole Harbour and I have yet to see an immature. 

Doug Archibald photographed the immature Osprey in the nest at 
Bon Portage Island July 12, 1981. The nest was located at the top of 
a twenty-five foot spruce. The bird was banded. 

Michael LeBlanc photographed the Cattle Egret in classic pose 
at Chegoggin, Yarmouth County, July 24, 1982. I have seen this 
symbiotic relationship between Egret and cattle many times in Florida. 
Unfortunately, the attractive scene was viewed from a car, hurtling 
down a freeway with no opportunity to stop and photograph. This 
particular Egret must have developed pOme attraction ·for this cow .as 
a second one standing in the photo, and undoubtedly raising insects, 
did not exert any great appeal for the bird. Enough of heroic 
assumptions. It's a terrific shot. 

Some people have feeders to attract the birds. These often 
attract predators such as the Pigeon Hawk. (or should I say Merlin 
or is that superceded as well) . At Shubenacadie Wildlife Park, they 
go one better; not only food but birds themselves attract like kind. 
Thus we see a stunning photograph of a Sandhill Crane attracted to 
the park birds by food(?) or by companionship(?) or whatever promotes 
a response from such a bird. Ian McLaren has described this case 
elsewhere in this edition. 

The White-rumped Sandpipers-were part of a group of eleven which 
I presume (heroic assumption again) landed on the night of October 23, 
at Conrad's Beach. These were photographed early on the morning of 
October 24. The preceeding night was clear, -4°c and with a north 
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west wind. The birds ate actively or dosed with beak in feathers, 
and therefore appeared both ravenously hungry or very tired--hence 
the heroic assumption. I photographed the same species with Bairds 
and Dunlin at Cape John September 30. The Dunlin with a good vestige 
of black feathers on the belly was shot at Cape John September 30. 
These shots have given me much satisfaction since it has taken many 
years of chasing to record them in a "satisfactory" manner. 

The multitude of Herring Gulls that frequent Sullivan's Pond, 
the Canal Street sewer outlet and other fine establishments, catering 
to gulls both large and small, may lead one to believe they are easy 
to photograph and common enough to be no more than an extravagant 
waste of film. For many years I have attempted to put on film 
Herring Gulls in the process of feeding, flying,nesting and any 
variety of activities commonly observed by many, but very seldom 
placed on film. Last winter, I spent many hours feeding and tempting 
gulls into some semblance of photographic order. A kind donation of 
eighty-five loaves of bread from Ben's Bakery, five dozen smelts and 
several rank herring from other kind donors, put me in business. 
Now, before you go running off to obtain eight-five loaves of bread 
rejected for damaryed wrapper, be aware that this fresh bread with its 
high moisture content has to be spread out slice by slice until it is 
dried hard, then rebagged to cart the required amount down to Canal 
Street for a photo session. For five days our oven was on contin
uously. All kitchen counterspace, the dining room table, the garage 
and any other place that could be used for air drying was appropriat
ed. Believe.me, this activity is not a popularity gaining venture in 
any household. Internal conflict similar to that photographed is 
inevitable. 

Although the Ring-billed Gulls will eat bread, they appear to 
be more attracted by inch long portions of smelt, therefore the 
expanded menu noted. In order to take flight shots of Herring Gulls, 
the bread must be tossed ten to fifteen feet away from the camera. 
This distance can only be achieved with a full slice of bread that 
has sufficient rigidity to move through the air with minimum drag. 
Just imagine how successful Bun Master could be if they produced 
aerodynamic shapes of hard bread that could be thrown thirty feet 
with great accuracy. 

The comment so far begs the question of economic values: if 
you can afford to feed the birds,for whatever reason,you are living 
in an advanced economy. 

The aggressive encounter photographed is one of a series of 
shots in which the adult yanked on the foot of the immati1re. Since 

•both were standing on ice, the resulting tension was not great enough 
to produce permanent effects. The scene ends with the adult releas
ing the foot and clamping its bill on the bill of the immature. 
Note that the adult has a piece of Ben's Wholewheat in its bill and 
held this throughout the engagement. 

Many thanks to those who submitted photographs, and even more 
thanks to those who submitted but were not published. Happy shoot
ing. The enlargements from colour slides for this edition were 
done by Ian McLaren. 

--Ralph Connor 
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Notes on probable Ash-throated Flycatcher. 

On Sunday, November 15, 1982, I saw a medium-sized flycatcher fly 
onto the side of a spruce tree in Westport, Digby County, Nova Scotia. 
Using 10 x 40B Zeiss Dialyt binoculars I watched it at a range of 
35-40 m for a few seconds as it perched in the sun about 7m off the 
ground, then flew low across a road to a bare deciduous tree. It then 
disappeared in flight across the island. At first sight the bird 
appeared to be a Great Crested Flycatcher, but smaller, slimmer, 
relatively small-headed and small billed, pale below with a pale 
yellow wash on the lower belly. In more detail, my observations, 
based on tape-recorded notes, were: 

1. A flycatcher of the Great Crested (Myiarchus) type, brown-backed 
and brown-winged (no contrast with back apparent). Two pale wing bars 
and a conspicuous red patch in the wing including primaries and perhaps 
one or two secondaries. My field notes record that the back and wings 
were "warm brownish". The bird was clean, neat and unfaded; it appear
ed to be an adult. 
2. I was impressed by its small size and light build, and noted that 
the tail appeared to be short compared to a Great Crested Flycatcher. 
There were no birds with it for size comparison, but nearby I had been 
seeing Grackles, Cowbirds, Redwings and a couple of Robins; these had 
to serve as reference scales. 
3. The head was relatively small and the bill decidedly not of the 
massive Great Crested type. It appeared to be all dark but I cannot 
be sure--I was concentrating on underpart colour. 
4. I had to look hard (and consciously did) for yellowish underparts. 
I saw very pale lemon yellow on the belly and flanks which might (just) 
have extended to the lower breast. Breast and throat were light gray 
or grayish white, not deep gray. 
5. The tail appeared to be dark. I did not see any reddish when the 
bird was perched nor when it flew, though the perched bird was side-on, 
thus the tail was difficult to see adequately. 

These observations were made during only a few seconds, although 
under excellent conditions in bright morning sunshine. The bird 
perched first in the open against a dark green non-reflective back
ground, as I have seen many Great Crested Flycatchers do on the island 
(they are regular though sparse migrants in early fall--3 this year 
during my stay 1-6 September). 

Murphy's description (1982 American Birds 36: 241-247, esp. pp. 
241 and 246) fits my bird very well, except that I would describe back 
and wing colour as warm or solid brown rather than grayish brown. In 
all other respects his description, and particularly the birds illust
rated in Figures 2-7 (note the reversal in some of the captions), 
characterize the bird I saw. 

During the four days before my observations the Maritime Provinc
es were in a southerly air stream extending first from the Gulf Coast, 
then from Florida. On Saturday, the 14th, a vigorous storm moved from 
the Great Lakes across central Quebec and Labrador, intensifying the 
southerly flow as a day-long gale. About midnight the wind backed 
northwest and by dawn on Sunday the sky cleared. Thousands of land 
birds were on the move (Grackles, Cowbirds, Redwings, finches, etc.}, 
many beating back from the southwest to the northeast against a north
erly gale, as though they had overshot land in the early morning dark
ness. By contrast, the flycatcher moved very fast with the wind down 
the island; it paused in the sun only long enough for me to have a few 
seconds view before it made a long flight across the island southwest-
ward and disappeared. 
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Under very similar conditions the previous weekend (high coming 
in after several days of southerly winds along isobars extending to 
the southern United States) Ian McLaren saw two unidentified Myiarchus 
or Kingbird-sized flycatchers (one probably a Western Kingbird) in 
Halifax County which did not stay to be identified. We have been on 
the lookout for these occurrences since noting the occurrence of 
southern and southwestern flycatchers in New England in late fall 
over the past few years. 

Eric L. Mills 
Department of Oceanography 
Dalhousie University 
Halifax, N.S. B3H 4Jl 

A previous observation of a "probable" Ash-throated Flycatcher 
was made, also in November, in the mid-l960's, near Brule, Col. Co. 
The bird was apparently in good condition and actively feeding in a 
white spruce. The nature of food could not be determined. I spent 
the following day with L.B. Macpherson and a collecting gun in the 
area--no luck! 

C.R.K.Allen 

A possible TROPICAL (Couch's) KINGBIRD 
was photographed from several angles 
by Zoe LucaB on Sable Is., in mid
July. The two birds, native to 
tropical and subrropical America 
have only recently been given sep
arate status as species, and are 
difficult to distinguish. Copies 
of the slides have been sent to 
experts in the U.S., and we'll report 
their verdicts later. 
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ROBIE \•/, TUFTS 

\'/HEN ROBIE TUFTS BECAME THE FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE NovA SconA 
BIRD SOCIETY IN 1955, HE WAS THE LOGICAL CHOICE FOR SUCH A POSITION, 
FOR MANY YEARS HE HAD BEEN ALMOST THE ONLY ACTIVE BIRDER IN NOVA 
SCOTIA--ACTIYE, NOT ONLY IN BIRD STUDY BUT IN BIRD PROTECTION, BOTH 
THROUGH ENFORCEMENT OF EXISTING PROTECTIVE MEASURES AND THROUGH ED
UCATION AND AWAKENING OF INTEREST, 

\•/HEN CHIEF FEDERAL MIGRATORY BIRD 0FF.JCER FOR THE MARITIME 
PROVINCES, ONE OF HIS DUTIES WAS TO VISIT RURAL SCHOOLS AND GIVE 
TALKS ON NATIVE BIRDS AND THEIR HABITS, IN THIS WAY HE NOT ONLY 
STIMULATED GENERAL INTEREST IN BIRDS BUT WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR LAUNCH
ING SEVERAL OF CANADA'S OUTSTANDING PROFESSIONAL ORNITHOLOGISTS ON 
THEIR CAREERS, 

IN 1962, HIS BIRDS OF NovA SCOTIA, THE FIRST COMPLETE AUTHORIT
ATIVE ACCOUNT OF OUR NATIVE BIRDS, WAS PUBLISHED, AND A REVISED ED
ITION CAME OUT IN 1973, BESIDES THIS MAJOR WORK, DR, TUFTS WROTE 
SEVERAL OTHER BOOKS AND A NUMBER OF PAPERS ON VARIOUS ASPECTS OF 
HIS LIFETIME AVOCATION, WHICH HE PURSUED WITH UNDIMINISHED VITALITY 
AND ENTHUSIASM TO THE VERY END, 

FEW PEOPLE HAVE LIVED AS COMPLETELY OR GIVEN AND RECEIVED AS 
MUCH FROM THE WORLD AROUND THEM AS DID ROBIE TUFTS, 

--Charles R. K. Allen 
for the 
Nova Scotia Bird Society. 
November, 1982. 
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A SNOWY WALK IN SEARCH OF BIRDS 

Shirley Cohrs 

Let me take you on a winter walk to see what birds we can find, 
perhaps on a Sunday afternoon in February,. when the snow is not too 
deep and the temperature hovers around 40 F. (5 C). There won't be 
much wind, for we want to hear the birds as well as see them. 

We leave the house and walk towards the entrance of a woods road 
with a few temporarily abandoned summer cottages on one side and the 
ocean on the other. Far out at sea are several rafts of dark-looking 
ducks but they are too far out for binocular vision and we can only 
guess that they are Scoters. Closer in is a pair of Common Loons, 
their stout, dagger-like bills dipping in and out of the water as they 
progress along the shore. They are in their winter plumage--dark 
above and whitish below, not nearly so spectacular as their summer 
dress with dead black head, sparkling white front, checkered black and 
white back and broken white collar. They are still beautiful though 
but in my opinion, poorly named, as they are neither common, in the 
sense of ordinary, or looney, in the sense of stupid. The British 
name of Great Northern Diver is much more descriptive of their dignif
ied mien. 

A little further along on the sea side is a single Red-throated 
Loon, slightly smaller but in winter plumage almost identical to the 
Common Loon except for a thinner, more upturned bill (the red-throat
ed bit is only in summer). On the land side, a few Juncos are flit
ting about at the road edge. These are small sparrow-sized grey and 
white birds which give the impression of being in evening dress with 
dark back and bib and pale shirt fronts. A good field mark for Juncos 
is the white feathers down each side of their dark tails which give a 
flashy black and white effect as they fly. 

We turn into the woods road and for a while hear only the cold 
silence and see only a few rabbit tracks in the shallow snow. Then 
suddenly, we hear a "tu tu tu" call and know that one of our winter 
finches, a Pine Grosbeak, must be nearby. Sure enough~ a pair fly in 
and settle in the alders, nibbling at the cones. They are about 
Robin size, the male a dull rose red with dark wings, sporting two 
white bars. The female is quite different in colour, being a green
ish grey, with a tinge of yellow on head and wings. Cousins of the 
yellow and white Evening Grosbeaks that come to our feeders, these are 
strictly woods birds, rarely seen elsewhere except occasionally in 
winter along the margins of the beach feeding off the beach grass 
seeds. 

A little further up the road we are startled as a grouse explodes 
almost at our feet, disappearing into the undergrowth so quickly that 
we merely glimpse a turmoil of brown, tan and black. In all probabil
ity it was a Ruffed Grouse--the only other member of the grouse 
family in our area being the Spruce Grouse which is a lethargic bird 
who would be more likely to sit still and observe us than to panic 
away. Presumably this is because their diet of spruce buds renders 
them practically inedible so that they have no fear of being hunted, 
unlike the Ruffeds, which I hear are delicious: 

A few squirrel tracks cross the path and it is possible we J:tiay 
see deer tracks too, as they often come down to the shore in winter 
to lick salt off the rocks. As we walk we hear a thin "see-see-see" 
call high up in the spruce. These are Golden-crowned Kinglets, tiny 
olive-grey birds, quite forgettable except for the brilliant crown of 
their heads. In the female this is bright yellow and in the male a 
vibrant orange, both bordered in black. They are difficult to see as 
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they tend to stay high up and flit about a lot, but patience can be 
rewarded by a sight of their brave winter banners. 

Turning off to the right we climb from the road up an old deer 
track which winds up the edge of a drumlin. The spruce and alder on 
both sides yield sightings of both Black-capped and Boreal Chickadees. 
The Black-capped are quite common feeder birds who are especially fond 
of sunflower seeds, but the Boreals are shy birds who find their own 
food in the winter woods. Their call is just what one would expect-
a shy retiring version of their cheeky relative's insistant "chick-a
dee-dee". Their colouration is more subtle too--a soft brown head and 
back with rich pinkish brm-m flanks. 

Gaining the top of the hill, we have a magnificent view of the 
river estuary, the beach and adjacent snow-covered fields. While 
snugging up our scarves and admiring the view, we spy a hawk soaring 
across the empty landscape. What kind? It's a large bird with heavy 
wings, slowly wheeling in a circle. As he turns we see the upper part 
of the tail, a bright rusty red--a Red-tailed Hawk. 

Plodding on down the other side of the hill we have eyes only on 
our footing, but near the bottom is a tangle of wild rose bushes, 
their frozen hips still bright orange. Some sparrows are moving 
around, low down, and after some skirmishing around we see they are 
Song Sparrows. They must be having a hard time of it getting through 
the winter and are likely to survive because they are near the estuary 
and can live off the beachgrass seeds. They seem chirpy enough any;-1ay. 

We proceed down a path to the shore--
a Bluejay flys overhead, probably en route to a 
feeder in the village. A few Crows pick 
around the tide line and, of course, there 

Ring-billed Gull 

are seagulls. Look closely, there are three 
different species. The ubiquitous Herring 
Gulls are easily spotted, being pale grey 
and white as well as the most numerous. 
There are also many Great Black-backed Gulls 
with their huge cruel bills and inky backs. 
However, there are a couple of different 
gulls sitting on the sandspit in the middle of the river mouth. Th7y 
look much like Herring Gulls but are sMaller and when they fly, their 
wing-tips look blacker. Through the binoculars we get the field-mark
-a black ring around the bill--they are Ring-billed Gulls. 

Just as we make the identification we hear a thin plaintive call 
behind us in the salt marsh and turn 
to see a shorebird flying to land not 
far in front of us. It is a Killdeer, 
one of the plover family; two black 
breastbands are very noticeable--and, 
as he takes off again, we see a gole
en tawny rump. 

We round a corner and head back 
to the road, walking under the cover 
of some large old elms. We hear a 
"rat-a-tat-tat-tat-"--and look up to 
see a Hairy Woodpecker working its 
way up a tree trunk. It is nearly 

all black and white with a red patch on the back of its head--a male 
bird. 

we have reached the road and we walk for a while in silence as 
we start for home except for the crunch of the snow under our boots. 
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Then, a tiny sound, a single "seee"-,-- we look in the direction of 
the sound and see a Brown Creeper spirraling up the trunk of a large 
maple. He ascends to where the tree begins to branch then abandons 

that tree for the next in line starting at the 
bottom and again begins his winding round and 
round, up and up. 

As we get closer to home we feel that we 
have done quite well and shouln't expect much more, 
when a flight of twenty or so goldfinches wave 

~,M.,,..,..,,,.~v above us. Their identity is assured by their un
dulating flight accompanied by their canary-like 

, - song. 

"-:-, 1\Wlf'~\ By now we have turned the last corner for 
, ~ ~ home, hot tea and a thaw-out in front of the drift-
'·. -. wood fire. Just as we turn in, we hear a puzzling 

Brown Creeper 

Bound, somewhat like a zipper being pulled up 
.quickly, only a bit more melodic; in fact, there :t are seven or eight zippers--in the top of the 
tree by the door is a small flock of Pine Siskins, 
small stripy finches with touche~ of yellow on 
the sides--a fine finale to our walk. 

We shed our heavy boots and jackets, light 
the fire, brew the tea, get out the Christmas 
fruitcake and make a list. Twenty species of birds 
--not bad for a midwinter afternoon. 

Illustrations by Lis~ A. Cohrs 

ROBIN SAVER 

Everyone knows how difficult it is to help Robins stranded by a 
heavy snow fall after their spring arrival. They have been known to 
shun dog-food,_shopped apples, grapes, etc., even when they must be 
desperate. Shirley Fowke has had great success with the following 
procedure: 

MiK well: Qt. cornmeal, well cooked to a mush without salt 
lb. hamburger or 1/4 lb. ground suet 
can Dr. Ballards dog food 

Put this ou~ in SMALL (1/2 teaspoon) dollops--it is easier to do this 
on a board indoors and then take it outside. It must be in small lots 
~ lumps attract crows, pigeons and seagulls. 

Ms. Fowke ha~ another us~ful idea: When putting out seed on a snowy 
d~y prevent it from falling through the snow by sprinkling water 
l1ghtly over the snow to form a crust and then put out the seed'. 
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FIELD TRIP REPORTS 

June 12 - Wallace Area, Cumberland County 

A small but very select group of birders spent a pleasant, if 
cool, day in the woods and river glens a_long the Wallace River. As 
is to be expected, many of the common birds were conspicuously absent 
on the day of the Field Trip, perhaps because of the chilly weather. 
Killdeer, Hummingbirds, some elusive warblers, the rather shabby 
resident Goshawk and the usual run of river ducks showed up next day. 
However, we did manage to see well over 50 species, including the 
Great Crested Flycatcher that has been a prominent resident of the 
Rivendell orchards each summer since 1979. The Rivendell Bald Eagles 
were away for the day, but a three-year old juvenile who lives up
river was spotted. 

Perhaps the highlight of the day was a visit to a Bald Eagle's 
nest nearby, so situated that we could stand on a path above the nest 
not more than 30 yards from it and look in. The female parent patient
ly watched from the opposite side of the nest while telescopes pointed 
and cameras clicked, and three fluffy grey chicks obligingly posed 
their malevolent heads on wobbly necks. Altogether, it was a reward
ing day, and we hope that m~re birders will soon join us to visit 
the largely unwatched birds of this beautiful part of Nova Scotia. 

--R. G. S. (Tony) Bidwell 

June 19 - Bird Islands 

June 19 was a beautiful day for our trip around the Bird Islands. 
We had visitors from New York, Westville and Stellarton on mainland 
Nova Scotia, as well as those from Cape Breton--Glace Bay, Inverness, 
Margaree, New Waterford and Sydney. We met at Mountain View Lodge at 
9:30 a.m. and 28 people enjoyed the boat trip which included a good 
view of seals. The Kittiwakes are causing problems for the Puffins 
and will stand in front of their burrows. There are not as many 
Puffrns--as usual and there are many more Black-backed Gulls than 
Herring Gulls. 

Some of us drove around to New Campbellton in the afternoon and 
40 species were seen for the day. We all enjoyed the hospitality of 
the Van Schaicks and had a delicious meal in their Coffee Shop. The 
leader was Hedley Hopkins. 

--Bertha Hopkins 

June 20 - Kentville & King's County 

For the first time all summer, the day dawned with pouring rain 
which showed no sign of letting up. However, a small but intrepid 
band of enthusiasts gathered at the Kentville Research Station, and 
set off along the north bank of the Cornwallis River, to see cormor
ants, Green-winged Teal, heron, Chimney Swifts, etc. A stop was made 
at Lovatt Bridge, where Snipe and Spotted Sandpiper were added to the 
list, as well as Rose-breasted Grosbeak. 

We then went to visit a Goshawk's nest at Hobby Horse Farm in 
Coldbrook, and despite the rain, had fine views of the nest, two 
chicks,and the female adult screaming around the woods nearby. In the 
same area were a Blackburnian Warbler and singing male Red Crossbills. 

Lunch took place under a shelter at the Research Station, where 
a Veery hopped around within a few yards after some crumbs. After 
lunch the sun miraculously appeared, as well as a further contingent 
of birders from Paradise. A Great Crested Flycatcher appeared briefly 
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and the sight of 2 Eastern Phoebes led Bernard Forsythe to the nest, 
under an overhanging cliff. 

The afternoon was spent in the Lumsden and Black River areas, in 
sunshine. Many warblers, flycatchers and thrushes were heard and seen, 
and raptors included an adult Bald Eagle and a Red-tailed Hawk. A 
sapsucker was watched pecking at a steel pole, presumably unsuccess
fully. 

When the party finally broke up at 4:00 p.m. the species count 
had reached 73--very satisfactory, considering the weather. It is 
hoped that this field trip can be repeated in future years. 

--Richard B. Stern 
July l7 - Malagawatch area 

The field day at Malagawatch proved to be one of the best we have 
had for a long time. Malagawatch is a very beautiful place. Al
though it doesn't seem to me to be a very easy place to reach, a good 
sized group always attends. This year there were nearly thirty-
difficult to count since they were coming and going, and not all were 
able to remain all day. 

It was a perfectly glorious day, and Jeanne McNichol, our l<:aader, 
had a varied route designed for us, with woodlands, beaches, farmlands, 
gardens and country roads to observe from. What did we see? Well, 
nothing very rare; nothing rare at all, as a matter of fact. Mid-July 
isn't the time to see wanderers, rather to watch home-makers at work. 
McNicol's eagles are having a year off, and didn't produce a child 
this year. However, the adults were at home near their nest. Last 
year we had the good fortune to be present at the moment when the 
young eagle made his first tottering flight. We couldn't expect to 
see THAT every year! 

What we didn't see were the bobolinks, even though we searched 
the unmown hay fields where I was sure they would be. They must 
finish their nesting and leave very promptly. Also, no cow birds, in 
the place where one can almost always find one or two lurking about. 

There were plenty of hummingbirds in the gardens, including that 
debatable bird which the people of Marble Mountain swear is a Black
chinned Hummingbird. To me, it was nothing but a swift black speck, 
swinging from the top of an apple tree to a dead branch of a cherry 
tree. It was suggested that if we went upstairs and looked out the 
bathroom window, we could have a better view. However, there were 
twenty-six in the party at the time; rather a crowd to squeeze into 
the bathroom, don't you agree? 

From Cormorants to Song Sparrows we enjoyed all the species we 
saw. The people in that part of the world are so kind and so pleasant 
to bird-watchers. The M.alagawatch field day, with Jeanne McNicol as 
the capable leader is really one of the high spots of the year. 

--Sara M.acLean 

July 31 - President's Field Trip 

In a summer not noted for reliable weather, July 31 dawned fine 
and sunny and stayed that way all day, much to the delight of the 
twenty-five members who arrived from Halifax, Dartmouth, Paradise, 
Bridgewater and Broad Cove. This field trip is primarily a shorebird 
affair and the date is chosen to accomodate the tide,-low tide around 
mid-day, making it possible to "do" Crescent Beach in the morning and 
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Cherry Hill Beach after lunch. July 31 was the only suitable weekend 
tide-time of the summer and fall and as the shorebirds were a week to 
ten days later than usual on their southern flights, it meant that the 
large numbers sometimes seen were not apparent. However, all the 
"usuals" were about: Dowitchers, Yellowlegs (Greater & Lesser), Black
bellied Plover, Turnstones, a couple of Red Knots (still sporting bits 
of the "red"), some White-rumped Sandpipers, Leasts, Semi-Palmated 
Sandpipers and S.P. Plovers. Even a few early Sanderling clockworked 
back and forth on the beach edges. The list was expanded before the 
party broke up for the trip home. 

--Shirley Cohrs. 

August 14 - Fuller's Bridge 

It was a rainy morning on August 14, when 12 eager birdwatchers 
met at Marion Bridge for our trip to Fuller's Bridge and area. We 
drove to Fuller's Bridge first as the tide was low there. We were re
warded by the sighting of a Marbled Godwit plus 7 other species of 
shorebirds. 

We drove down to South Fourchu and,in spite of fog and rain, saw 
Kingfishers, Willets, etc., even picked some wild strawberries and 
mullberries. 

The weather was better when we got to Belfry Beach, and Ruddy 
Ducks were seen there. We called at Gabaruse on the way home. The 
black whales were cavorting around and there were lots of gulls and 
cormorants everywhere. We had a grand day and 38 species were seen. 
Leader, Hedley Hopkins. 

--Bertha Hopkins. 

September 12 - Tancook Island 

The day was sunny and hazy and as it progressed a deliciously 
cool breeze blew in from the sea, bringing the tang of offshore fog. 
We gathered, 22 in all, for the 10:45 a.m. ferry at Chester, embarked 
on a glassy sea, and were on board Tancook by 11:20 a.m. After the 
briefest of plans at dockside, we walked half a mile on dusty roads to 
a lovely churchyard, table-equipped, and tried to decide if L-He warb
ler we saw was a Palm with no tail-wagging or a Cape May with no wing 
bars. We will never know. The party then split up, one lagging (with 
the leader) ,one circumnavigating, and one going across the center of 
the island. 

The warblers were there--our collection for the day was Parula, 
Magnolia, Yellow, Yellow-rumped, Black-throated Green and Blackpoll 
(white under the tail, not buff). However, they were very confusing 
and very active. By far the most were in the air. So were the 
Flickers, and the hawks. We saw Sharpies, Goshawk, Kestrel, Marsh, 
and an Osprey, but no Buteos at all. The best shorebirds were two 
separate Solitary Sandpipers and a White-rumped Sandpiper, and a 
Dowitcher. We watched the Least Sandpipers riding the rafts of wrack 
like little sailors, and Greater Yellowlegs acting like Avocets, 
catching minnows in a pond by winnowing their bills to and fro and 
running, herding them. 

By the six o'clock boat everyone was footsore, sunburned and 
happy. There were no exceptional birds but we had a good day with 
fifty-three species and some fantastic vehicles. The Purchases pull 
off another coup! 

--Fred Dobson. 
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September 17 - Risser's Beach and Crescent Beach area 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S FIELD TRIP 
Photos-Eric Cooke 

The weather forecast was terrible, 100% chance of rain, but the 
trip went on anyway, with four leaders from N.S.B.S., two teachers 
and twenty-four students from Halifax West High School. It didn't 
rain, in fact, the sun peeped through briefly in the afternoon. 
There was no wind so that viewing was easy, even for those not accust-· 
omed to binoculars or telescopes. The students seemed keen and inter
ested and were able to learn to identify most of the common shore
birds and sea ducks as well as a few passerines. The following letter 
was received from Bob LeBlanc, Grade XII Biology teacher at the 
school: 

To the Bird Society of Nova Scotia 

Dear Members: 

I would like to thank you for the birding trip to Risser's Beach 
this September. It is a wonderful experience for a Biology teacher 
to take a class on such an outing. We were able to study the ecology 
of a marsh, the rebuilding of a dune beach, and the behavior of birds. 

It was a good day for birds as we were able to see about 34 
species--especially interesting, as many of the birds occupied very 
different niches. This proved to be very useful in explaining the 
differences in behavior patterns. Our guides were great. Each of 
our experts were very knowledgeable in species identification, bird 
habits and methodologies of field naturalists. More importently, 
was the manner in which the information was conveyed. It was always 
done in an informal and pleasant manner--many students remarked to me 
how much they enjoyed these conversations. 

Before our trip, two members of the Bird Society visited the 
school and gave us an interesting overview of the Bird Society and 
birding in general. 

I would like to thank the Society for the financial and human 
resources made available to us. It was a very worthwhile trip. 

Bob LeBlanc 

P.S. Please find enclosed a short note from each student on the trip 
and a pencil sketch by one of the students. 

Space does not permit publication of the notes but they are much 
appreciated. 

Students at Risser's 
Beach Field Trip 



Risser's Beach Field 
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The Thanksgiving trip to Seal Island began, characteristically 
enough, with a departure from Clark's Harbour in 40-knot easterlies, 
fortunately on a flowing tide and running sea. At any rate, a dozen 
of us arrived little the worse for wear, no little thanks to Skipper 
Kenney's skills, to join Eric Mills and his party of 6, who had 
sensibly arrived the day before. The company was great, the birding 
only moderate. Highlights included a Least Bittern that eluded all 
but 4 or 5 of us, a great flight of sharp-shins, estimated on the 10th 
at 400 birds, among them a Cooper's Hawk, identified independently 
by two or three people, up to 3 peregrines, and a stay-put Dickcissel 
at West Village. There were good arrivals in spite of unpromising 
winds on the 10th and 11th, but the birds were skittish and most 
often seen in flight, heading north off the island. Lots of chall
enges for those who like "calling" warblers in flight, but little 
opportunity for the close studies of interesting or difficult species 
that are so often afforded on our island forays. The trip home was 
benign. 

I.A. McLaren. 

October 23 - SPECIAL FIELD TRIP - Cherry Hill Beach, Lun. Co. 
following the meeting at the Des Brisay Museum, 
Bridgewater. 

It was still dark at 6:45 a.m., when people began to gather at 
the entrance to Cherry Hill Beach, Lun. Co., but it soon began to 
lighten and the first bird, a Woodcock, was seen by the early few. 
By 7:10, there were 13 of us and we proceeded slowly up the beach. It 
was a bit late in the year for much action, but a few shorebirds and 
sparrows hung about and the winter grebes and loons were back. There 
was an upsetting incident involving two hunters who were~ to be 
shooting shorebirds and did indeed wound a Black-bellied Plover so 
badly that it had to be destroyed. This incident was reported to the 
RCMP and followed up. 

As the morning progressed the sun came out and the scenery, with 
brilliant blue sea, long curved beach and the saltmarsh in its fall 
ochres was spectacular. Along the beach road we ran into a "hot spot" 
of migrating passerines, including Fox Spar:ows, Whitethroats, Song 
Sparrows, a Tennessee Warbler, a Red-eyed Vireo and many Re~-~reasted 
Nuthatches. Everyone agreed it had been worth the early arising. 

--Shirley Cohrs. 
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UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS 

Sunday Wolfville, Canning, Kentville, etc. 
Feb. 6 Leader: Richard Stern. Time:0900 

hrs. Meet at Grand Pre Church 
parking lot. Bring a lunch and 
dress for cold weather. If weather 
is terrible, trip may be postponed, 
so call Kentville 678-1975 to 
check. 

Sunday Halifax Harbour area. sewer Stroll, 
Feb. 27 Leader: Bill Caudle. Time:0800 hrs. 

Meet at entrance to Hartlen Pt. 
Golf Club at Eastern Passage. 
Phone: 469-7841. 

Eastern Shore Safari. Late winter bird. Leaders: Don and 
Joyce Purchase. Time: 0830 hrs. Meet at the Bank of Nova 
Scotia parking lot (Bridge Plaza). Phone: 434-5199. 

Grand Pre Dykes. 
Time: 0930 hrs. 
ing lot. 

Migrating Ducks, etc. Leader: Jim Wolford 
Meet at Acadia University Gymnasium park-

A Western Sandpiper at Hartlen Pt. 
Oct. 2, 1981. Photo: I.McLaren 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Editor, Nova Scotia Birds: 

When I meet members of the Bird Society and the subject of my 
nest finding comes up, one of the first questions is, "How on earth 
do you find the nest of thds or that bird?~. The following account of 
a nest find may be of interest to some of your readers. 

The procedure used depends on the species of bird. Artificial 
nest sites work well with some species and it is always a great thrill 
to see birds such as Horned, Long-eared, and Barred Owls using a site 
put up for them. Of course most song birds build their own nests, so 
to find one it is necessary to learn the nesting habits of the bird. 

My quest for the nest of a Northern Waterthrush began one fall, 
several years ago on Brier Island. There were large numbers of Water
thrushes around the island and I suddenly realized that I had never 
seen one near my home in Kings County. The following June, after a 
review of several bird books to find out where the Northern Water~ 
thrush nests, I headed for a mature, wet, mixed woodlot near Sunken 
Lake. It was not long"before I heard a loud warbler song that I did 
not recognize. After a short search I was looking at my first Kings 
County Waterthrush. The next June one was singing again in the same 
place. Also, now that I knew the song, they turned up in several, 
other areas near home. 

This past June, 1982, found me back in the woodlot near Sunken 
Lake, determined to locate the nest. The area has a slow moving 
stream with a lot of stagnant pools bordered with .bracken fern and 
iittered with ~indfalls and twisted stumps. On June 11, the now 
familiar song was coming from the same spot. The male was moving 
about in an area of perhaps 25 to 30 fallen trees. So, taking a stick 
I began to systematically tap each pile of upturned roots. Soon I 
was standing a pool below the roots of a leaning,long dead spruce 
tree. There was a blur of feathers past my legs and onto the spruce 
trunk beside me-- a female Northern Waterthrush. Squatting down, it 
was then necessary to use a flashlight to look into the cavity under 
the roots. To my great delight I was now looking into a Northern 
Waterthrush nest, a sight only a handful of people have seen. 

The cavity under the roots was about two feet long and one foot 
high over the pool of water. At the back was a small ledge that the 
nest was on. The nest was a large pile of dead leaves and moss, 
lined with plant fibres and black rootlets. In the nest were four 
newly hatched young. The reaction of the adults was very interesting. 
The male paid no attention to me and kept on singing. The female stay
ed on the spruce trunk about 3 to 4 feet away. She walked back and 
forth, teetering as though jointed at the middle of her back. She 
made no sound but kept cocking her head as though she was studying me. 
It was hard to tell who was most fascinated, the bird watcher or the 
human watcher. 

It was now time to leave, so that the new mother could get back 
to her young. As I started away I realized that I had completely 
forgotten about mosquitoes and black flies. Believe me, I was cover
ed with bites. However, that didn't matter at all and on the trip 
back to the car I began to think about another possible new nest find 
in a future season. Maybe a Pine Grosbeak or even a Blackburnian 

Warbler. 

--Bernard L. Forsythe 
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Editor, NOVA SCOTIA BIRDS: 

We had, and have, a strange bird 
here that intrigues me no end. 

Many towns and cities have 
streams running through them. How 
about London and its Thames, Paris 
and the Seine, St. John, N.B. and 
the St. John River? The town of 
Glace Bay is no different. We too 
have a stream running through the 
town. A delightful feature of the 

landscape, it flows from the big 
swamps out back of the airport. 
There are a coupie of smaii iakes 
out there too, where the Canada 
Geese still rest. I have been 
told that when the water level is 
low in summer, those lakes pro
vide Indian arrowheads that can be 
picked up along the shores, because 
long ago the Micmacs hunted geese 
there. 

Farther along, the banks of the stream become higher and wooded, 
and the last half mile or more is a tidal reach, before the brook 
runs into Glace Bay harbour. There are homes along both banks, but 
the stream itself provides a habitat for all sorts of birds. Sad to 
say, the brook is so foully polluted that it has become a real pest
hole. The birds don't seem to mind, and the very filthiness of the 
place provides some sort of protection, since the area is not any 
longer the sort of place one would choose for a quiet stroll. A pity, 
but it means that wonders sometimes come to rest there, and remain un
disturbed. 

On September 12, Graham Fraser discovered a most unusual fowl 
swimming among some Herring Gulls in the lower reaches of the brook. 
He got his telescope on it, and then called me to come and see the 
peculiar duck. I studied the bird and announced, "In my opinion, 
Graham, that's a goose''. 

''Too small'', says Graham. 

Well, I had seen some pretty small specimens of goose at the 
Wildlife Refuge in Slimbridge in England, and still maintained that it 
was a goose. It has a typical goose shape--taller on the legs than a 
duck, longer neck, feeding with a sweeping motion--it was guzzling 
some sort of green algae. 

The colour is simply dazzling, be it goose or duck. The beak, 
eyes, legs and feet, wing-tips and tail-tip are inky black. Around 
the eyes are large white spectacles, covering most of the head. The 
neck is whitish, and the body--oh, the body'.--bright auburn-red all 
over back, sides and breast. Graham saw it fly, and said there was 
a little lighter colour under the wings. 

we consulted all the books we could find, showing North American 
or British birds, but this creature wasn't among them. 

I should mention that it is a little larger than a large mallard, 
and appears much bigger when afoot than it does in the water, the legs 
being so long and the feet so large. 

Having appealed for help, I was advised by the experts that this 
is a duck--Graham was right. It is a European Ruddy Shelduck, a native 
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of extreme eastern Europe and on to the east from there. 

It remained happily in our brook for a couple of weeks and then 
moved to Wentworth Park in Sydney. There it lives very happily among 
the paik ducks. It is very tame, and will accept bribes to have its 
picture taken. It is probably an escapee from some collection of 
exotic fowl, though where such a place could be I have no idea--a long 
way away. 

r found a reference to it in A Journey in Southern Siberia by 
Jeremiah Curtin, written in 19OO--"where the mountains began to drop 
towards Chinese Turkestan, greylag geese, ruddy sheldrake and many 
waders". (in August). 

It is reputed to be noisy in flocks around these Asiatic lakes. 
So, here is this foreigner, living with us, whose home is so far away. 
Its fellows inhabit the lakes of the High Pamirs, those great plateaux 
north of the Himalaya mountain range, stretching from Afghanistan to 
China. The soldiers of Alexander the Great passed by long ago and may 
have heard the noisy shelduck along the lakes ... and here is one of 
them come to visit us: 

Well, here it is, make of it what you will. I even have its 
picture -- not a good one as it was taken in very dull conditions and 
doesn't display the brilliant colouring. Also, the neck is retracted, 
when in reality it is quite long. I still have trouble reconciling 
myself to its being a duck, it is so very goose-like. 

--Sara MacLean 

Editor, NOVA SCOTIA BIRDS: 

For the fourth consecutive August, I counted bird species and 
individuals on my approximately 25 acres of land just south of the 
community of Big Bras d'Or, Victoria County (embarcation point for 
the Cape Breton "Bird Islands"). For two years I have been a member 
of the N.S.B.S., and this year, for the first time, I have decided to 
report my Big Bras d'Or observations to you. 

During the remainder of the year I reside in Victoria, B.C., 
where I have been an active birder for several years. 

By Big Bras d'Or farm is located about 1/2 mile south of the 
junction of the St. James Road and the old Big Bras d'Or highway. 
Formerly an active vegetable farm, the land has not been cultivated 
for about a generation. Approximately half is now covered by fir/ 
spruce second growth, with some boggy areas. The rest is a mixture of 
semi-open fields and old orchard. Deciduous Crees include aspen, pin 
cherry, maple and birch, with some alder. On the west, the land is 
bounded by the Great Bras d'or Channel. To the north and south lie an 
active dairy farm and open fields, respectively. 

All observations described in 
or from this small section of land. 
data of interest. 

the enclosure were made either on 
I trust you may find some of this 

Alan MacLeod, 
Victoria, B.C. 

Records Editor's Note: The list of birds from the area_d~scribed 
above totalled 74 species, and included mos~ of the fam1l1es: there 
were 4 species of Raptores, 6 of the Shorebirds, 4 of the Woodpeckers, 
14 Warbler, 6 Finch and 5 Sparrow types. 
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Editor, NOVA SCOTIA BIRDS: 

On the misty morning of July 17, 1982, under an overcast sky, two 
eager birders and a frisky Gordon Setter, set out from Scott's Bay to 
start the 8 km hike to the promontory of Cape Split. As we hiked 
along the trail several species of common birds were observed such as 
gulls, crows, robins, sparrows, warblers and other small song birds. 
These species were not counted or strictly identified. However, out 
field glasses and books were used numerous times. 

Upon reaching the promontory, the sun had climbed high and burnt 
off a lot of the fog and mist allowing an excellent view of the two 
small islands and "Teeth" located only a few hundred feet from the 

cliffs. 

After 1engthy observation we identified the species occupying the 
islands and recorded the following: 
1. 65-75 adult Great Black-backed Gulls 

All appeared to be nesting with most birds standing idle while 
some soared around the cliffs making the occasional swoop for a fish. 
These adults were accompanied by approximately 20 immature chicks 
(gosslings) which were relatively inactive until their parents came 
in with some food. 
2. 50-60 Double-crested Cormorants 

These dark colored birds occupied a very small area on the far 
edge of the second island. They were standing very close together and 
even though no young or nests could be observed, we assumed they were 
nesting as well. 
3. 5 Herring Gulls 

We saw only a few Herring Gulls circling and wheeling near the 
cliffs and they did not appear to have any nests on the islands. A 

nesting area for these gulls was observed from afar on the cliffs 
overlooking Lobster Cove on the southern shore of the Cape. No counts 
were made of this nesting area. 
4. 30-40 Bank Swallows 

The swallows were constantly swooping over our heads catching 
insects and enjoying the warm noonday sun. 

--Rick Brunt 
Donna Kavanaugh 

QUESTAR SCOPE FOR SALE 
0UESTAR 3 1/2" DUPLEX MODEL, PERFECT CONDITION, 
WITH 2X PHOTO BARLOW AND EXTENSION TUBES, 
MAXIMUM F,L,- 4,5M, COMES ON PRECISION ASTRO
NOMICAL MOTOR MOUNT, (AN BE QUICKLY DISMOUNTED 
FOR FIELD USE, WILL THROW IN VERY STABLE 
TRIPOD, $2500 OR BEST OFFER, 
ROGER POCKLINGTON, HOME PHONE: LJ23- l.924 

BUSINESS: 426-2791 
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Here is a letter and sketch which gave great delight to the Editor 

Editor, NOVA SCOTIA BIRDS: 

I am enclosing a sketch which you may wish to use in NSB. 

As a substitute teacher, I sometimes visit our nearest one-room 
school (in Grand River) and take part of a period to review birds 
which the children may have seen, eg.,"What color is a robin? (usually 
to the small ones)--Is there something special about his eyes?--What 
is the name the books give to (or the real name) for what we call a 
"crane"?''. 

They are very receptive and always clamor for me to draw on the 
board one or two birds from Tufts or Peterson (which I bring along) so 
they may copy them. The enclosed snowy owl was executed in just a few 
minutes from my rather indifferent sketch and presented to me later. 

There were approximately 20 students in the school that year and 
they have a bird feeder (as did two other small schools I visited in 
the county). Their teacher, Mrs. Marie Burke, encourages our work in 
bird study, and was pleased to pass out the bird lists which NSBS was 
kind enough to send me. 

Thanks, 
Sandra Myerowitz 

SNOWY OWL by John Colin MacLeod 
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THE GREAT CRESTED FLYCATCHER 
or 

The People versus Myiarchus crinitis 

R. G. S. Bidwell 

A Great Crested Flycatcher has made its summer home in the orch
are at Rivendell (near Wallace, Cumberland County) for the past five 
years. We are probably seeing the same bird each year, and its be
havior suggests that it is a male. In 1980 it had a mate and raised 
young, but other years it has been alone. Last summer (1982) our 
neighbor,Dr. Alan Longhurst, drew our attention to a second one, but 
it did not linger. In fact, the only time we saw it was when it was 

being violently ejected from the premises by the resident bird. 
Their actions suggested that they were both males. The resident bird 
was certainly showing vigorous territorial behavior. 

The Great Crested Flycatcher is rare in Nova Scotia. It is a 
handsome bird: sulfurous yellow underneath, chestnut brown on the 
back, with a cocky crest and a habit of spreading its wings and tail 
when flying, like Japanese fans--a brilliant flash of color, with the 
sunlight reflecting its yellow front and the chestnut wings and tail 
glowing·.orange when the light is behind them. It is easily told from 
its cousin, the Kingbird, which is drab white and slatey grey with a 
white band at the end of its tail. It is also unlikely to be confused 
with the rare Western Kingbird, which also has a yellow front but is 
otherwise like an Eastern Kingbird with white shafts on the sides of 
its tail. There is no mistaking it, and there is no question; the 
Great Crested is a striking and beautiful bird. 

So, one would think it a wonderful thing to have so rare and hand
some a bird take up its quarters in the orchard. Well, it has had one 
good result. We meet other birdwatchers who come to see it; we have 
met a number of delightful folk because of it. However, that is about 
the only good thing we can say about it. Where the Kingbirds are apt 
to be quite beligerent in their dealings with other birds, the Great 
Crested is downright nasty. In fact, its nastiness is so unusually 
horrible that it is on trial today--in absentia, of course, but none
theless for its life. 

Chamerlain, writing in 1891, observed that this flycatcher has 
"the manners and bearing of others of his tribe" but with "a knack 
of quarreling that is all his own". That is putting it mildly. His 
quarrels have become so widespread and his murderous, bullying be
hayior so violent that nearly all the small birds have left the orch
ard or been killed. Many died so horribly that it is hard to speak 
about them. However, the story needs to be told. Each year it seems 
to get worse, so I had better start from the beginning. 

When the Great Crested Flycatcher first appeared at Rivendell, it 
seemed to be a peevish, bad-tempered bird, but no worse. It harassed 
a lot of the smaller birds in the orchard, notably a pair of Tennessee 
Warblers who were having trouble enough of their own (their nest fell 
down twice and the third one blew clean out of a pear tree in a 
hurricane), and the swallows. Though it is a handsome bird, its cry 
is unpleasant and tuneless, and the orchard rang from dawn to dusk 
with its ill-tempered squeaks. We were happy enough when it left in 
the fall. 

During the next two years its behavior got rapidly worse. Instead 
of merely chasing and harassing other birds it began quite literally 
to beat them up by flying in on top of them and beating them to the 
ground. It behaved just like a schoolyard bully. A number of swal
lows and warblers were seen with missing feathers or truncated tails 
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resulting from these encounters. The number of nesting warblers 
dwindled from the usual 10 or 12 pairs to none. 

Its really murderous behavior began in 1980, when several Barn 
Swallows nested on projections on the side of the house. The Fly
catcher harassed and attacked the parents until it had beaten them to 
tatters, then it pulled the baby swallows from the nests and killed 
them one by one, scattering the corpses in the yard. Next year there 
were no Barn Swallows, and it transferred its attentions to the Tree 
Swallows that nest in the half-dozen houses in the orchard. Its 
most successful ploy was to sit on top of a bird house and pounce on 
the unsuspecting occupant as it left the nest. 

The situation became totally bizarre and hideous during the past 
summer. The Flycatcher arrived early and immediately started attack
ing the three or four pairs of Barn Swallows that had begun to nest 
inside the barn. This year its attacks were more vicious: it beat 
the swallows to the ground ( I could not see if it held on to its 
victims with its feet, but it appeared so) then pecked the skin and 
feathers from their heads and necks and pecked their eyes out. On 
three occasions I found swallows feebly flopping on the ground, their 
skulls exposed and their eyes mashed, so badly hurt that I had to des
troy them. It systematically killed every Barn Swallow at Rivendell. 

Then it turned its attentions to the Tree Swallows. They were 
better organized to resist, and learned to gang up on it and chase it 
away. However, it began to .reach into the bird houses and pull the 
baby Tree Swallows out, maiming them by plucking out their eyes or 
tearing off their wings. Only a few young Tree Swallows survived, 
and they spend the summer here until migration, but this year they 
left early, and their pre-migration assembly took place somewhere 
else. 

The Flycatcher's foul attentions spared no small birds; no spar
rows or warblers nested at Rivendell this summer, and even the feisty 
little hummingbirds were driven away. Nor were larger birds immune 
from its persecutions: Robins, Flickers and Kingbirds were attacked 
and harassed, and the Downy Woodpeckers left altogether. Goldfinches 
were occasionally attacked, and one unfortunate female Bobolink that 
was nesting in a nearby hayfield had to be rescued three or four times 
after it had quite literally been beaten insensible. I suppose the 
only positive thing one could say for the Flycatcher was that it so 
pestered the Grackles that only one pair succeeded in raising a family 
and they, like the swallows, left soon after the young took flight. 

The bird has now left for the winter, we hope never to return. 
However, we are now faced with a nice question of ethics. If it does 
return next spring, what shall we do? Shall we take no action, and 
let it continue its disgusting depredation of the once happy bird 
life in our orchard or shall we shoot it? Let us bring the case to 
the jury. 

The case for the prosecution: The bird clearly derives no benefit 
from its harassment and torture of other birds and nestlings. It 
doesn't eat them, and there is enough food in the orchard for an army 
of its kind (we use no insecticides, preferring birds to apples). It 
causes quite dreadful suffering to many birds, and has largely depop
ulated the orchard of pleasant, cheerful and beneficial birds. It is 
a perfect Nero among birds; by far the most evil creature of .' any 
species we have encountered. It should be shot. 

The case for the defence: It appears to be a lonely male, and its 
apalling behavior may result from natural frust:at~on. Apparent~y 
this sort of behavior is more or less characteristic of the species, 
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and who should be shot for behaving the way he is supposed to? Further
more, it is a rare bird (we sincerely hope it stays that way!), some
thing out of the ordinary, a little special for venturing so far from 
its normal range. Finally, can any of us play God and execute birds 
because they displease us? 

What would you do? Ladies and Gentlemen of the Jury--what is 
your verdict? 

COMMENTS ON THIS PROBLEM ARE SOLICITED, PLEASE USE THE 
MUSEUM ADDRESS AND MARK THE ENVELOPE --G,C, FLYCATCHER 

BIRDING KNOWLEDGE 

(Second of a series meant to upgrade readers' knowledge and appreciat
ion of some of our commoner species.) 

DOVEKIE 

Alle alle 
This tiny 8-9 inch auk is the one most 
often found stranded ashore after 
heavy gales. It nests in the high 
Arctic in colonies of millions and 
winters off the Atlantic coast. 

Feeding Habits. Dives for food from 
the surface, eating almost exclusively 
minute marine crustaceans. 

Nest. No nest material, it lays its 
eggs in bare rock crevices. 

Eggs. One, blue-white, laid in June or July. 

Other Names. Ice bird, Pine-knot, Sea dove,Rotch. 

Stranded dovekies should be taken to salt water and gently launched 
to sea. 
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NOVA SCOTIA BIRDWATCHERS "DOWN UNDER" 

by 
Jean Morse 

Reflecting on our recent trip to Hawaii, Fiji, New Zealand and 
Australia, sharpened my observations on how birdwatching a~fects travel 
choices. These points are difficult to interpret to non-birders but 
are perfectly obvious to fellow birders--binoculars and telesco~e, 
walking shoes and boots priority items vs. an extra dress or suit; 
surface transport chosen wherever possible; time allowed for frequent 
stops between Point A and Point Band first purchase in a foreign land 
is an adequate bird book. We qualified as birders in our intentions 
at lea~t,and had a great trip. 

We had only a few days in Hawaii, in early March and skipped the 
hula dancing (but not the ocean swimming and snorkeling) in order to 
walk through a nearby park, having purchased an excellent little book 
on Hawaii's birds put out by their Audubon Society. Many of their 
birds have either arrived on their own or been introduced by man. 
Others are migrants, but there are some species which evolved there 
and are not found elsewhere. We had difficulty reaching recommended 
birding areas without a car, but managed to see a Hawaiian Coot (end
emic) and a Black-crowned Night Heron as we whisked by at 70 k.p.h. on 
a bus. One of the species introduced by man which we found attractive 
was the Red-crested Cardinal--grey with a red head. 

In New Zealand we rented a car and our first purchase was an ex
cellent book The New Guide to the Birds of N.Z.(Falla, Sibson & Turbott) 
We spent a fairly large proportion of our time birding on foot and from 
the car, and yet in 19 days we saw only 56 species. Our plan to go to 
Stewart Island off the south coast to see sea birds was foiled by the 
boat schedule. Everyone told us about the tui, but it must have been 
deep in the woods since the fruits it favors were out of season and we 
did not see it. The one caged specimen we saw looked desperately un
happy. 

The one warbler--somewhat drab in appearance as it is mostly grey, 
and hence called the Grey Warbler, had a pleasing song. I found the 
little green Rifleman--a tiny bird without much tail--fascinating. Why 
it deserves such a formidable name I don't know. The Fantail was a 
friendly fellow--a flycatcher who approaches with ~.spread tail. We 
came upon a New Aealand Kingfisher at the end of a long tramp. The sun 
was shining on its azure back and it was an unforgettable sight. Equal
ly memorable was a parrot called the Kea which gave a catlilile call as 
it flew. Apparently these birds will "attack" the hood of a car and 
damage it with their sharp beaks. The Wood Pigeon is a handsome bird 
with a green breast and back and white underparts, and larger than our 
Rock Doves. Seeing the occasional migrant like the Ruddy Turnstone 

made us feel a hit lonley. 

we spent four weeks in Australia, but because of its vast_distanc
es we travelled by air and only rented cars for two short periods. _In 
spite of this, we saw 149 species of birds--they were far more. plenti·· 
ful and varied than in N.Z. Two hours spent on the esplanade in ~~ap-
ical Cairns were hard to bea~ fo: sheer drda~a. W~t:::~t~fl:n~oo~~erve 
on beaches (when we weren't Jumping up an in exci · 
hundred~ of wintering_sea birds--ever~~~in;ni~o~a~!n;~~V~0 :,;~~~ ;~en 
Greenshanks to Spoonbills to terns. d hyrons The book on Australian 
gull, but have many kinds of terns an eful . The distribution maps 
birds which we purchased p~OV~~hV~~r ~=~iion~ describing each bird and 
were numbered to correspon wi k 20 mile sea trip to the Great 
this made for easy referral. We t~o 1 ~ver the reef from a small sand 
Barrier Reef and were able to snore 
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island. The reef was spectacular, but the high point for me was the 
sight of the Frigate Bird which flew off as we landed. 

We stayed on a tropical island which had lovely brilliant blue. 
butterflies and enormous bats with a wingspread of thirty inches, but 
not too many birds. In a park near Canberra, in which we had the 
unique experience of inserting a hand into a kangaroo's pouch to feel 
the small hairless "joey", we also saw a Satin Bower Bird and his 
rather untidy bower decorated with blue bits and pieces--in this day 
and age sometimes ballpoint pens! My favorites among the small birds 
were their Robins, which are small Old World flycatchers with black 
backs and brilliant pin~,red or rose breasts and earning the names 
of Flame Robin, Rose Robin, Pink Robin and Scarlet Robin. The Yellow 
(breasted) Robin was attractive and larger than these. Again, warb-

lers were few in number, but a great variety in wrens compensated. 
Can you picture the "Superb Blue Wren"?-- it lives up to its name, 
but the ones more frequently seen were quite drab in eclipse plumage. 

Our first sighting of a Wedge-tailed Eagle was exciting, but we 
became quite used to seeing them in one area. The parrots, cockatoos 
and lorikeets were brilliantly colored but noisy, and in some areas 
a real menace to crops. We were impressed by the name of one-
"<:;angGand" Cockatoo! There were crows and ravens and many other large 
birds such as Butcher Birds, magpies (black and white), Currawongs 
and the Kookaburra with its lovely chuckle. 

We had hoped to see penguins, but had to be satisfied with a peek 
at two young "fairy" penguins in a cliff-side burrow. They were a
waiting their parents' return, which took place after dark. We could 
see the "slides" by which the adults returned to the sea at dawn. Of 
the ducks we saw, we found the Musk Duck most interesting. The male 
had a large leather-like flap under the bill which it inflated before 
diving. Both sexes had large heads and stiff pointed tail feathers. 

We returned home the end of April, satiated with strange sights 
and ready to welcome home our own spring birds. 

QUIZ 

The answers are all names of birds. 

1. Jimmie Durante at a Nightclub. 

2. Cowardly out-fielder 

3. A short Chinese 

4. A quick drink for agricultural worker 

5. A frying policeman 

6. Fainting queen 

7. Bad tempered Dandy 

8. Love-in for thieves 
Answers on Page 62 
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PRESIDENT'S FIELD TRIP - CRESCENT BEACH, LUN. CO. 

Yes, lots of shorebirds 
at Crescent Beach 

"What bird was 
that?" 

Will anyone else turn 
up? 
Will there be any birds? 

I can't decide whether to 
concentrate on the list 
or on the icecream 
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THE PUFFIN OF THE YEAR 1982 

I am awarding the Puffin of the Year to our retiring treasurer 
Sandra Myers. 

The duty of a treasurer is to take the money, pay the bills and 
keep the books, and this Sandra has done more than competantly for 
five years. 

This is NOT why she is getting the Puffin. 

She has done much more than be our treasurer. Most of all she 
has put the Nova Scotia Bird Society "on the map" with birders from 
out-of-province--from the rest of Canada and many parts of the United 
States. She has put us in a favourable light with hundreds of people. 
For five years she has picked up the mail and answered most of it. 
You would be surprised at the volume of mail we receive with queries 
about birding in Nova Scotia--where to go, where to find a particular 
species, when to come, how to get here, where to stay and even what 
to wear! Sandra answered their enquiries with friendly helpful 
letters and sent out hundreds of copies of "Where to find the Birds 
in Nova Scotia". 

To our own members she has been a friend who sorts out mix-ups, 
sends out decals, crests and publications and, at times, pours oil on 
troubled waters. She has been the mistress of the museum cupboard, 
keeping it tidy and warning us when supplies of one thing or another 
are low. Always willing to lend a hand to any job needing to be done, 
from packing Nova Scotia Birds to choosing the wines for our wine and 
cheese parties, she has brought her own brand of good humour to them 
all. On the executive we will miss her very much indeed and hope 
that one day she will grace it again. 

It gives me great pleasure to award the Puffin of the Year to 
Sandra Myers. 

Shirley Cohrs, 
President, N.S.B.S. 

SLIDE COLLECTION UPDATE 

The slide collection is now back in Halifax, administered by 
Karl Tay. Members may borrow all or parts of it free (except for 
postage) at any time. 

The collection is not complete and Karl is anxious to add better 
and more explicit slides to those we have. Donations are nice, but 
we will duplicate any slide you wish returned. The aim is to have 
male and female, summer and winter plumage of all the birds on the 
Nova Scotia list. Addressto lend, donate or borrow: 

Karl Tay, 
5 Berwick St . , 
Dartmouth, N.S. 
B2Y 386 phone: l-463-1646 
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The Terns of Peters Island, near Brier Island, 

Digby Co., Nova Scotia 

Ian R. Kirkham, Department of Biology, Dalhousie University 

Peters Island, a recent land acquisition of the Nova Scotia Bird 
society, is more or less 2.5 hectares in size and is located in Grand 
Passage between Long and Brier Island. During the summer o~ 1982, I 
began a comparative foraging and breeding study of the Arctic (Sterna 
paradisaea) and Common Terns (~. hirundo) th~t breed on Pete~s Island. 
on 27 June, with the help of Robbie and Ronnie Denton, and Richard 
Stern, ·the nesting terns were counted. The total population was est
imatefl·at approximately 500 pairs (± 20%), of which about 200 pairs 
were Arctic and about 300 pairs were Common Terns. Roseate Terns 
(~. dougallii) were heard and seen on occasions during trips to the 
ternery. On 14 July while I watched Common Terns from an observation 
blind, a Roseate adult and chick were seen on the perimeter of the 
island among small boulders. (The chick was subsequently banded.) On 
one occasion two Roseate adults were seen foraging near Peters Island 
among other terns. This observation of two adults seen away from the 
colony may indicate that at least two pairs of Roseate Terns bred on 
Peters Island. 

The ternery has two fairly uniform nesting habitats, a predomin
antly grassy habitat found in the center of the island, and the sur
rounding raised-stone beach intermixed with boulder-bedrock areas. 
From blind and nest observations it was found that, with a few except
ions, Common Terns nest in the center of the island in the grassy 
habitat, while the Arctic Terns (and the single Roseate Tern nest) 
nest primarily on the bedrock and raised pebble-beach. It is inter
esting to note that Peters Island is very near the southern limit of 
the Arctic Tern's breeding range and the northern limit for nesting 
Roseate Terns. For example, in 1977, there were only 73 breeding 
pairs of Arctic Terns found south of Cape Elizabeth, Maine, all of 
which were in Massachusetts. The Common Tern's range in the north 
extends to northern Newfoundland, and perhaps southern Labrador. 

The study of foraging and breeding performance of the Arctic and 
Common Terns at Peters Island was the beginning of a geographical 
study to be completed by looking at other mixed-species terneries near 
the northern limit of the Common Tern's range. Preliminary work re
vealed that the two species at Peters Island differ in the type of 
prey caught and the areas in which they forage. In addition there was 
a strong tendency, described above, towards segregation of the species' 
nest-sites. Future intercolony comparisons may show whether these 
foraging habits in part determine the latitudinal distribution of 
breeding ranges will also be considered. 
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BIRD BEHAVIOR 

Two Song Sparrows flew against a pane of the bay window August 7. 
They started about 10:00 a.m. and continued until 7:JO p.m., striking 
the glass 10 to 30 times a minute, not both at the same time but 
singly. They left momentarily when disturbed by a movement within or 
outside the house. On August 8, a single Song Sparrow did this from 
6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m., 10 to 20 times per minute, and again for five 
minutes 2:15 to 2:20 p.m. on August 8. 

They struck the glass a foot or so from the top and fluttered 
to the top against the glass, striking the wooden frame quite hard 
with their beaks, always at the same spot. 

This window is a narrow one at the bay window side but otherwise 
no different from any of the others. There are some blue glass orna
ments on a shelf inside, a foot below where they struck the window. 
I removed these ornaments but their peculiar actions continued. 

The Mockingbird returned on schedule for the fourth year, 
November 14, and it struck the window sash at the same place as the 
Song Sparrows had but the Mocker did not go to the top. It was at 
the window for half an hour November 14, and has been back at it two 
days since, but only for a few minutes at a time. 

The above account is from Ralph Johnson of Liverpool and he and 
all of us would love to know the answer to the riddle. 

An albino Semi-palmated Sandpiper, 
Brier Island, late Aug. 1980 
Photo: 'Francis Spalding 
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CALL FOR BIRD FEEDER AND HOUSE DESIGNS 

A new book, tentatively titled The Audubon Society Handbook,for 
Attracting Birds, will include innovative homemade designs_for bi:d 
feeders, houses and baths. The author, Stephen W. Kress, is loo~i~g 
for improvements to standard models of feeders and houses and original 
designs for anv homemade bird attracting creations. Novel approaches 
to repelling squirrels, cats and nuisance birds are a~so welcome. In 
addition to the handbook, some of the submitted material may be sel
ected for articles in the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology's new 
magazine, The Living Bird Quarterly. The designers of selected plans 
will be acknowledged in the book and articles. 

Mail detailed plans with measurements (and photographs if 
available) to: 

Dr. Stephen W. Kress 
Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology 
159 Sapsucker Woods Road, 
Ithaca, New YOrk 14850 

XIX Congressus Internationalis Ornithologicus. - FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT 

At the XVIII International Ornithological Congress in Moscow, the 
International Ornithological Committee accepted the invitation of the 
National Museum of Natural Sciences of Canada and of the Canadian 
ornithological community to hold the XIX Congress in Canada. The 
Congress will be held in Ottawa, Canada, from 22-29 June 1986. It 
elected Dr. Prof. Klaus Immelmann (West Germany) as President of the 
Congress. Dr. Henri Ouellet (Canada) was designated as Secretary
General. 

Details about the general and scientific programs, field excurs
ions, and other activities during the Congress will be available later. 

Those interested in participating in the Congress are urged to 
inform the Secretariat in order to obtain announcements and applic
ation forms. Correspondence should be addressed to The Secretary
General, Dr. Henri Ouellet, XIX Congressus Internationalis Ornitholog
icus, National Museum of Natural Sciences, National Museums of Canada, 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, KlA 0MB 

ANSWERS TO QUIZ ON PAGE 5 7 

1. Evening Grosbeak 5. Dickcissel 

2. Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 6. Royal Tern 

3. Lesser Yellow-legs 7. Spruce Grouse 

4. Barn Swal.l.ow 8. Robin 
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NOVA SCOTIA BIRD SOCIETY 

1982 Annual General Meeting 

The 1982 AGM of the N.S.B.S. was held on November 25, 1982 at 
8:00 p.m., in the Auditorium of the Nova Scotia Museum, Halifax, N.S. 
The President, Mrs. Shirley Cohrs, was in the chair with 62 members 
present. 

The minutes of the 1981 meeting, published in the April 1981 
issue of Nova Scotia Birds was again circulated to those members 
present. It was moved by Ethel Crathorne, seconded by Margaret 
Clark that the minutes be accepted as issued. Carried. 

Business Arising from the Minutes 

Piping Plover Report 

Stephen Flemming and Roland Chaisson reported on their program 
of preservation of Piping Plovers. The results were disappointing. 
In most cases the signs were destroyed within a week of their being 
posted. This was thought to be as a result of lack of advance pub
licity and media coverage. The program will be repeated during 1983, 
and contact will be made through the newspapers and radio stations. 

The number of breeding pairs had declined from over 78 in 1975 to 
to about 43 in 1982, a 45% reduction. Problems with the program were 
identified as untrained census takers and possible inaccurate results 
due to some birds being missed or others being counted twice. The 
Nova Scotia Department of Lands and Forests had taken aerial photo
graphs of many beaches and bird counts had been possible from analysis 
of the negatives. They expressed their thanks for the help received 
from many of our members. 

Stephen then introduced discussion of Caddens Bay in Queens 
County. In 1975, 28 pairs had been reported, in 1979, 27 pairs and 
now, in 1982, only 29 birds, about a 50% drop. The cause was increas
ed use of the beach by the public, many in vehicles, gaining access 
through the water at low tide. Also cattle were grazing in the grassy 
areas. Stephen suggested that the Bay be made a Management Area dur
ing the breeding season. 

Shirley Richards requested information on the make-·up of the 
local population. Stephen advised that there were four or five fish
ermen operating in the area and four or five summer cottages. Eric 
Cooke was of the opinion that the cattle had been on the beach for 
many years. 

The President, Shirley Cohrs, asked Fred Dobson, chairman of the 
Conservation Committee, for his comments. Fred was of the opinion 
that long term help was needed; the media should be asked to publicize 
the problem and local help be solicited to "police" the beach. It 
would be quite a commitment but Fred considered that the Society 
should become involved. 

Ian MacLaren informed us that the Piping Plover was on the 
threatened species list (next to endangered category) and that help 
from the Department of Lands and Forests MUST be obtained. Evelyn 
Dobson suggested that the CBC be asked to show some Canadian Wildlife 
"Vignettes" during the breading season. The Chairman placed the 
matter before the eonservation Committee for further action. 

There being no further business arising from the minutes the 
chairman asked for the reports. 
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Financial Report 

Receipts, as a result of increased membership dues, and the sale 
of publications,was up compared to 1981. 

Disbursements over all were down. The cost of printing three 
issues of Nova Scotia Birds was up since last year, but we had not 
incurred any costs for check lists and publications, etc., since 
large quantities had been bought in 1981. The balance in the Royal 
Bank was $5011.19, compared with $3558.43 in 1981. 

It was moved by Sandra Myers, seconded by Ross Anderson that the 
report be accepted. Carried. 

Membership Report 

Frank Hennessey reported the following as the status at the end 
of 1982. (1981 figures shown for comparison) 

Single 397 429 (of which 105 were senior citizens) 
Family 132 118 
Student 15 11 
Institutions 8 10 
Life 6 7 

Total 558 575 

Frank Hennessey move9,Wendie Tay seconded adoption of the report. 
Carried. 

Junior Field Trip 

Bill Caudle read a letter from Mr. Bob LeBlanc, the teacher from 
Halifax West High School, reporting on this year's Junior Field Trip. 
He considered it a great success and commented on the positive re
action of his students. 

The trip had been held on Friday, September 17, with a visit to 
Rissers Beach and Cresent Beach. Twenty-four students and two teach
ers saw about 34 different species of birds. The visit had been pre
ceded on the Tuesday by a classroom visit by John Cohrs and Bill 
Caudle, who gave a slide and talk show, explaining what birds could 
be expected and some of the whys and wherefores of Birding. It was 
noted that some of the students had been attending our monthly meet
ings and three were at the AGM. Leaders who participated in the 
Junior Field Trip were Shirley Cohrs, Eric Cooke, Ed. Richard and 
Bill Caudle. 

Field Trips 

Joyce Purchase reported that field trips had been undertaken in 
all parts of the province; they were too numerous to list or comment 
on individually. Joyce and Don Purchase expressed their thanks to 
all the leaders who had helped and proposed a vote of thanks from the 
members. 

President's Report 

Both the President's Report and the award of the Puffin of the 
Year to Sandra Myers are printed elsewhere in this issue of Nova 

Scotia Birds. 
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Sanctuary & Scholarship Trust Fund 

Eric Cooke reported that the purchase of Peters Island (just off 
Brier Island) had been executed, the Society now owns seven properties. 

Ian MacLaren advised that the S &ST, by buying islands were help
ing the birds, but they would like to consider other activities like 
the Raptor Rehabilitation Project. 

He asked that anyone with ideas, for example, something with a 
high public profile, should write to the S&ST, care of the Society 
at the Nova Scotia Museum mailing address. 

Nomination Committee 
Evelyn Dobson, Chairperson of the Nominating Committee, presented 

the following slate of Officers for 1983. 

President 
Past President 
Vice President 
Membership 
Treasurer 
Secretary 

Mr. Frank Hennessey 
Mrs. Shirley Cohrs 
Mr. Bill Caudle 
Miss Shirley Brothers 
Dr. Chris Field 
Mr. Bob Dickie 

She also recommended the appointment of Editor, Mrs. Shirley Cohrs, 
Honourary Auditor, Mr. Jim Morrow and Honourary Legal Advisor, Mr. R. 
Kanigsberg. After 3 calls for nominations from the floor, Evelyn 
Dobson moved adoption of the above slate, the motion was seconded by 
Don Purchase. Carried. 

Evelyn Dobson then called for nominations for the three Executive 
Directors. Ethel Crathorne proposed Molly Clayden seconded,Joyce 
Purchase for director. Don Purchase proposed and Eric Cooke seconded, 
Karl Tay. Wendie Tay proposed, seconded by John Cohrs, Frank Himsl. 
Margaret Clark moved nominations cease, seconded by Eric Cooke. 
Carried. 

The new Bresident, Frank Hennessey, then took the chair with the 
comment that he considered it to be a firstrate society with many 
hard workers. He thanked Shirley Cohrs for her labours as President 
and expressed the opinion that she could not be replaced. 

New Business 

Hal Mills took the podium and gave us a short presentation on 
the Canadian Nature Federation. It consists of about 18,500 members 
and affiliated groups, of which the N.S.B.S. is one. 

At the last Convention in 1982, it had considered 39 directors as 
too large a number; they could not get them all together. As a result 
the slate was cut to 21. They are very active in environmental issues 
such as offshore oil and gas, which is a major concern. They are 
trying to get the Federal Environmental Group to do some research into 
the issues. Next year's conference will be at Sackville, N.B., from 
August 11 to 18. We may be asked to arrange some field trips. 

Survey of Bird Feeders 

A Dalhousie University student is doing a study of Metro area 
feeders. The locations of 75 are known and the owners are completing 
a regular status report. Anyone with a feeder and wishing to partic
ipate should contact Shirley Cohrs. 



66 

Fred Dobson informed the meeting that Ottawa will be the host city for 
the 1986 Ornithological Congress, a world-wide organization. This 
will be the first time it has met in Canada and about 1500-2000 
professionals will be in attendance. Some 10 day birding trips in 
different parts of Canada are being arranged. It will be held between 
June 22 and 29. 

There being no further business, John Cohrs moved a motion of 
adjournment. 

The members then enjoyed a social hour with a wine and cheese 
party. 

W.G. (Bill) Caudle 
Secretary 

Publications & Desiderata. * checklists 
are now available. 4 page 
Field Cards (pocket size) 
designed by Eric Cooke 

--4 for $1.00 +25¢ for 
postage and Handling 

crests 
$2.00 each--please include 
a stamped addressed envel
ope. 

All available from: 

decals 

are now available@ $1.00 
Please include a stamped, 
addressed envelope. 

where to find the birds 
now includes a section on 
Shelburne County and costs 
$2.00 

Nova Scotia Bird Society, 
c/o Nova Scotia Museum, 
1747 Summer Street, 
Halifax, N.S. 
B3H 3A6 
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NOVA SCOTIA BIRD SOCIETY 
(Incorporated 1957) 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
For the Twelve Months ended October 31, 1982 

(with comparative figures for the year ended November 12, 1981) 

Balance from previous year 

RECEIPTS 
Membership dues 
Savings interest 
G.I.C. Interest 
N.S. Museum Grant 
Sale of Publications, etc. 
Founder's Reception 
Miscellaneous donations 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Three issues of N.S. Birds 
Postage and Stationary 
A .. G.M. 11 Meeting 11 

Printing "Where to Find the Birds" 
Printing Shelburne Insert 
Crests 
Decals 
Checklists 
Subscriptions 
Fiel~ Trip expenses 
Monthly meeting expenses 
Slide collection 
/l.rchi ves 
Guaranteed Investment Certificate 
Owl Rehabilitation Research Foundation 
25th Anniversary Expenses 
Newsletter Binding 
Purchase of File Cabinet 
President's Expenses 
Editor's Expenses 
Owl Rehabilitation Program (N.S.) 
Miscellaneous 

Balance in Royal Bank of Canada 

BALANCE SHEET 

/ls~;ETS 
Electric Typewriter (cost $296.45) 
Stee,1 Filing Cabinet (cost $99,96) 
Steel Filing Cabinet ($98.99) 
Guarnnt.eed Investment Certificate 
Ba1ance in Royal Bank of Canada 

1982 
$3558.43 

5073.63 
445.80, 

(189.37) 133.37, 
2000.00. 
856.97, 

147.83, 

$12216.03 

$5592.03, 
5?."1.83, 
173.19, 

72.95 
56.24, 
27.90, 

16.17, 

200.00 

30.00, 
98.99 
31.89, 
71.93, 

115.33, 

$7204.84, 
5011.19, 

$12216,03, 

$ 97.14, 
1.00 

98.99, 
1300.00, 
5011.19-

(183) 

(Sav1ngs Acc't $4162.85, Current Acc't $843.34- $6508.32 

LIABILITIES 
Gurplus 

Audited and found correct 
according to the bocks. 

J. Morrow 
Auditor 

$6508.32, 

Shirley Cohrs 
President 
Sandra Myers 
Treasurer 

1981 
$4960.94, 

3734.43, 
450.93-
147.00 

2000.00 
497 .07, 
262.00, 
203.00 

$12255.37, 

$4903.06, 
557.34, 
187.50, 
955.89 
80,64, 

364.50 
520.05, 
506. 79, 
67 .34, 
38,66, 
32.47, 
30.31, 

100.00. 

225.24, 

127.50, 

$8696,94 
3558.43 

$12255.37 

$ 121.43' 
1.00 

1300.00, 
3558,43, 

$4980.86, 

$4980.86, 
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Nova Scotia Bird Sociecy Sanctuary and Scholarship Trust Fund 

c/o Nova Scotia Musel.lln, Sumner St., Halifax, N.S. 

Board of Directors - Dr. I. McLaren, Chairman 
Dr. B.K. Doane 
J.L. Cohrs 
C.H. Chiµnan 

Financial. Staten,ent frcm Novem::ier 1, 1981 to October: 31 1 1'3\32 
with canparitive figures fran August 1, 1980 to October 31, 1981 

Balance Forward 

Receipts 

Debenture Interest 
Bank Interest 
Regular Contributions 
Ou:is Cohrs Fund 
R.A. Karrigsberg 
R.A. Fielding 
Mrs. Higby 
N. Peters 

Disburserents 

Bank Charges 
Property Taxes 
Junior Field Trip 
Sanctuary Expenses 
Osprey Survey 
Raptor Rehabilitation Program 

Net oorth 

To O:::tober 31, 1982 

$38,844.41 

$1,220.76 
444.26 
219.00 

11,000.00 

$12,884.02 

$ 42.55 
289.25 
465.38 

8.06 

220.12 

$1,025.36 

$50,703.07 

DR. G.K. Gregoire 
C.R.K. Allen 
R.A. Kanigsberg 
E.H. Cooke 

To 0:::tober 31, 1981 

$23,598.15 

$1,340.01 
1,718.28 

289.00 
7,000.00 

418.50 
4,000.00 
1,500.00 

$16,265.79 

$ 19.91 
69.22 

430.40 
500.00 

$1,019.53 

$38,844.41 
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Nova Scotia Bird Society Sanctuary arrl Scholarship Trust Fund 

ASSETS 

BANK ACCOUNTS 

Current Account 
Savings Account 
Savings Account (M. H. ) 

DEBENTURES 

SANCIUARIES 

Outer Bald, Middle Bald, 
Half Bald and M::>ssy Bald 

Islan:is 
Hert£ord Island 
Indian Island 
N. Kerrq:,tville property 
Peters Island 

'Ibtal Assets 

October 31,1982 

$ 6.00 
873.22 

3,263.85 

$ 4,143.07 

$11,900.00 

$1,000.00 
160.00 

12,000.00 
1,500.00 

20,000.00 

$34,660.00 

$50,703.07 

'Ib make a donation, please detach and nail or send with your dues. 

October 31, 

$ 3,148.73 
6,249.40 
2,886.28 

$12,284.41 

$11,900.00 

$1,000.00 
160.00 

12,000.00 
1,500.00 

$14,660.00 

$38,844.41 

I enclose a donation of $ ___ ,--___ =ta-Jard the Nova Scotia Bird 
Society Sanctuary and Scholarship Trust Fund, c/o Nova Scotia Museum, 
Surrmer St., Halifax, N.S., B3H 3A6 

Signature ___________ _ 

NAME -----------------
ADDRESS _____________ ~POSTAL CODEc.__ ____ _ 

An official receipt will be mailed to you for In=ne Tax purposes. 

1981 
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NOVA SCOTIA BIRD SOCIETY, 
c/o Nova Scotia Museum, 
1747 Summer Street, 
Halifax, N.S. BeH 3A6 

1982-1983 Executive 

President - Frank Hennessey 
Past President - Shirley Cohrs 
Vice-President - Bill Caudle 
Secretary - Bob Dickie 
Treasurer - Chris Field 
Eidtor - Shirlex Cohrs 
Membership - Shirley Brothers 
Executive Member - Joyce Purchase 
Executive Member - Karl Tay 
Executive Member - Frank Himsl 
Solicitor - R. A. Kanigsburg 
Auditor - James Morrow 

Membership Fees 

Life Membership 
Single Membership 
Family Membership 
Student Membership 
(available to those 
Institutional 
Senior Citizens 

$240.00 
8.00 

10.00 
6.00 

under 18) 
12.00 

6.00 

Note: U.S. and foreign please add $1.00 
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